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For twelve dollars we will send Webster's 
‘nabridged Dictionary and the Christian 
Union for three years to one subscriber, or 
for one year tothree subscribers. See details 
on page 11, Any who may have already 
subscribed direct can avatl themselves of this 
offer by sending the difference between their 
subscriptions and $12. Our readers are in- 
vited to send us the names of any persons 
whom they think likely to subscribe,to whom 
we will send sample copies free, 


Although the fall of Plevna did not deliver to 
the Russians so large a number of prisoners as 
was at first asserted, its importance as a military 
event was not overestimated. Only about 35,000 
effectives appear to have been surrendered by 
Osman a fact which adds to the glory of the de- 
fense which he maintained, but in no way dimin- 
ishes the crushing effect of the defeat. The 
increasing severity of the season has to a great 
extent paralyzed the armies as regards major 
operations, although the Russians are approach- 
ing Sophia, and are pushing the siege of Erzroum 
as fast as the deep snows will permit. The great- 
est activity prevails, however, in the wider field of 
diplomacy, and England is unquestionably greatly 
perplexed by the turn affairs have taken. Public 
opinior is beginning to demand positive informa- 
tion from the ministry as to its intentions, and 
there is a very emphatic expression of feeling look- 
ing toward the ‘‘annexation,” to use a home 
phrase, of Egypt, with its very desirable canal. 
The ** Spectator” argues, without hesitation, that 
the ‘‘ vivifying order which our rule invariably 
produces” would compensate the Egyptians for 
the bitterness of foreign conquest. All this is 
very significant, and says plainly that England 
will in any event look out carefully for her own 
interests, as indeed she has been known to do 
aforetime. Probably a large majority of the En- 
glish speaking nations would be glad to see En- 
land appropriate Egypt and hold the Dardanelles 
‘*in trust for the world,” but it is a question how 
such a state of affairs would please mankind in 
general. 


The riot in Trafalgar Square between pro- 
Turkish and anti-Turkish popular meetings last 


week points the same moral. The fallin the ba- 
rometer is not very great; but it portends a storm. 
Party spirit is rising again; and, unhappily for 
England’s peace, it is apparently the purpose of 
the administration to intensify rather than to 
allay it. Mr. Smalley, London correspondent of 
the New York “‘ Tribune,” asserts that the Queen 
is in bearty sympathy with Lord Beaconsfield. 
We shall want better evidence than even Mr. 
Smalley’s statement before we believe this; while 
her husband was living their joint influence was 
always, first and last and always, for peace. The 
offer of mediation by Great Britain is like the 
proposal of a betting man in the ring for a cessa- 
tion of hostilities and a drawn battle when his 
particular champion is just on the point of sur- 
render; it is not likely to be very effective; andit 
certainly has not been very acceptable to Russia. 
Mediation by Great Britain alone will not be the 
act of a true peace-maker. 


To a certain class of Senators and Representa- 
tives—the same that now and then perpetuates 
the spread-eagleism of tradition—it is incompre- 
hensible why any American should feel solicitude 
as to our credit abroad. ‘‘ Have we not a 
country greater than any other in existence ?” 
these orators ask. ‘‘Can we not grow our own 
provisions, and make our own clothing and print 
our own legal tenders; and, in short, live without 
reference to the rest of the nations, except when 
it is to our interest to whip them or make money 
out of them?” It is perhaps useless to argue with 
individuals of this type. They are not at all amen- 
able to reason, but it is satisfactory to know 
that they are in the minority, and that while 
their fluent talk makes converts among the 
unreflecting the sober good sense of the country 
sees that our material prosperity at home is 
largely dependent upon our credit in the markets 
of the world. In this connection it may be well 
to remind our readers that the State of New York 
has upon her statutes the following law, passed 
in 1875: 

“* SECTION 1. All taxes levied and confirmed in this State 
on and after January 1, 1879, shall be collected in gold, 
United States gold certificates or national bank notes 
which are redeemable in gold on demand. 

“Sec. 2. Every contract or obligation made or implied 

and payable within this State, and made or implied after 
January 1, 1879, and payable in dollars, but not in a spaci- 
fied kind of dollars, SHALL BE payable in United States 
coin of the standard of weight and fineness established by 
the laws of the United States at the time the contract or 
obligation shall have been made or implied.” 
It is not too late for capitalists to protect them- 
selves against the possible passage of a bill which 
must greatly injure our credit. If the leading 
banks should unite in passing a resolution tc the 
effect that loans negotiated through them shall be 
for gold or its equivalent, the law above quoted, 
practically sustained by the banks of the East 
and re-enforced by the existing state of affairs in 
California, would have a very decided effect on 
the action of Congresa. 


Mayor Ely, having discovered that his charges 
against the Police Commissioners are not sup- 
ported by sufficient evidence, has concluded to 
withdraw them. It is unfortunate for Mr. Ely 
that he did not make this discovery before he 
brought the charges. Correct public sentiment 
will not free him from blame in beginning the 
proceedings, nor will his friends the liquor-dealers 
be apt to forgive him forending them. His with- 
drawal of the charges, so far as it repuaiates the 
liquor-dealers and recognizes Dr. Crosby and his 
respectable following, is a commendable thing. 


If it had no other significance than this it would 
be an occasion for real satisfaction. But if, as 
there seems reason to believe, the Mayor's action 
is more largely due to the persuasions of Alder- 
man Purroy and the Tammany gang than to those 
of Drs. Crosby and Hastings, we can hardly re- 
gard it as an unmixed blessing. At any rate the 
Police Commissioners, being saved as by fire, and 
remembering that the public eye is none the less 
watchful because they bave the quasi indorsement 
of Mr. Purroy, may think it well to redouble 
their own vigilance. 


Recorder Hackett went out of his way the other 
day to administer a public rebuke to Dr. Crosby. 
The latter is so well able to take care of himself, 
and has indeed already responded to the Recorder 
in so effective a way, as not to need any vindica- 
tion from us. But in the same speech the Re- 
corder took occasion to disclaim any responsibility 
for the liquor law. He did not, he says, even 
contribute to its making. No one needs to be 
told this. Of course Recorder Hackett has noth- 
ing to do with making the laws. That he should 
take pains to say so has only the effect of an 
apology to the liquor interest. 


It required but a very moderate order of pro- 
phetie gifts to foresee when the Sitting Bull Com- 
mission returned from its northern journey that 
the redoubtable chief would not long be con- 
tented with his Canadian quarters. That he is 
contemplating hostile operations, as soon as he can 
make it convenient, seems probable, as reports to 
that effect have reached the frontier posts through 
various channels. The Nez Percés Indians who 
were with him are coming across the line in small 
parties, and report dissatisfaction with their 
treatment at the hands of the Sioux. The Sioux, 
moreover, are stealing ponies from the Assine- 
boines and other Canadian tribes, and are in gen- 
eral asserting their rights as they learned to re- 
gard them under the egis of the Republic. It is 
not at all likely that hostilities will be inaugurated 
before Spring, although if the Winter fulfills its 
promise warm weather may set in much earlier 
than usual. When that comes, if not before, 
Sitting Bull will be be heard from. 


‘“‘ The bill for the construction of the Mississippi levees 

embodies the effective reclamation of 17,760,000 acres of 
land, which, at $25 per acre (the lowest possible estimate), 
would be worth $444,000,000, when secured from the floods 
and open for cultivation, and would produce crops valued 
at a low estimate at #$400,000,000., The Mis- 
sissippi drains with its branches seventeen states with 
twenty thousand miles of navigation, overspreading a 
million and a half square miles, representing eighteen 
millions of people. The great river conveys $450,000,000 of 
commerce, and that commerce can be doubled by the ex- 
penditure of $50,000,000 for levees, properly constructed, 
from Cape Girardeau to the mouth, under the direct super- 
vision of the Government.” 
So says the ‘‘ Louisville Courier-Journal.” The 
immediate objection to spending this or any other 
analogous sum for this or any other similar im- 
provement is that the country has not the money 
to expend. Is there any cther reason? If the 
National Government may dredge Eastern bhar- 
bors and build lighthouses on the Eastern coast, 
why not build levees which will afford an analo- 
gous protection to Western commerce’? The Mis- 
sissippi belongs to no state, but to the Union; it is 
the highway of the nation, and the nation must 
care for its own highways. 


‘* France is tranquil” in a sense very different 
from that of the ostentatious proclamation of Na- 
poleon LII., so cleverly caricatured by London 
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‘*Punch” after the coup d'état. The peaceful- 
ness which has settled over the lately seething na- 
tion is magical. The municipal officers who were 
dismissed because they refused to be M. Broglie’s 
tools are reinstated; the Cabinet have semi- 
officially announced that no officials will be pros- 
ecuted except as they go beyond their instruc- 
tions in a malign zeal against liberty; and the 
only bubbles which the late agitation has left 
on the surface are certain investigations into 
rumors, apparently only too} well authenticated, 
that arrangements were partly perfected for an 
attempted coup d'état, which were not carried out 
only because the army was too loyal to the Re- 
public to be relied on to assassinate her. It is 
quite certain that France will not be party to 
any plans for disturbing the peace of Europe. and 
that she does not mean to meddle with the_East- 
ern question, at least at present. 


It is difficult to understand the blind cable- 
grams about German affairs. So far as we can 
' read the enigma it indicates two things: first, that 
the liberal party in Germany, not the Radicals 
but the friends of Constitutional government, 
have been greatly strengthened by the result in 
France; that Bismarck, whose political sazacity 
has never been questioned by his bitterest foes, 
recognizes their strength and is seeking alliance 
with them: and that the prospective result of tle 
alliance will be still further steps toward the uni- 
fication of Germany, and a consequent stronger 
barrier against Papal encroachments. 


HINTS TO LIQUOR BUYERS. 


HERE lies before us as we write a little book 
of twenty-four pages. entitled, ‘‘ Hints to 
Liquor Merchants.” We have read it with con- 
siderable interest: and it has occurred to us that 
it affords equally valuable hints to liquor buyers. 
It is published by William Rudkin’s Sons, of this 
city, ‘‘ practical chemists,” and we shall make 
them no charge for this editorial advertisement of 
their philanthropic business. 

Messrs. Rudkin’s Sons are as modest as they are 
philanthropic. When one of the attachés of the 
Christian Union applied to them some time since 
for a copy of this suggestive little treatise the 
favor was respectfully declined. Messrs. Rud- 
kin’s Sons act on the aphorism of the Scripture, and 
do not willingly let their right hand know what 
their left hand does. The Christian Union is, how- 
ever. a very earnest seeker after knowledge. The 
application was therefore repeated to a retail 
liquor-seller up town; the little book of ‘* hints” 
was furnished to him; and by him it was given in 
turn to the Christian Union. The publishers of 
the pamphlet forget the other aplorism about a 
candle not being made to be put under a bushel; 
and they will pardon us for removing the bushel 
which they have put over it. and placing their 
candle in a candlestick where it will give its light 
to a larger circle of interested readers. 

The object of Messrs. Rudkin’s Sons’ little book 
is to tell the liquor merchant how to make a 
quality of domestic liquor fully equal to the im- 
ported article, at an immeasurably lower cost: 
and being ‘‘practical chemists,” it is scarcely 
necessary to add that they furnish the liquor 
merchant with the materials; ‘‘ plain and simple 
directions on each bottle.” It ought also to be 
added that they give the liquor merchants their 
positive assurance that ‘‘we have never. in our 
long experience, met with a sample of flavoring 
extract manufactured from any substance in- 
jurious to health;” and in this view our readers 
will be gratified to know they are sustained 
by the most eminent chemists in this country 
and in Europe.” The liquor merchants, whose 
sensitiveness to the health of the community is 
one of their most distinguishing characteristics, 
will be equally delighted with this confident 
assurance. With this preface, which is evidently 
due to Messrs. Rudkin’s Sons, we proceed to give 
from their hints to liquor merchants some extracts 
which may serve as hints also to the liquor 
purchasers. 

To make good brandy, first purchase pure 
French spirit, which we understand to be pure 
alcohol. We confess ourselves not very thorouglily 
acquainted with this peculiar form of “practical 
ehemistry,” and if we mistake any of Messrs. 


Rudkin’s Sons’ directions, our columns will be 
open to their correction of our unintentional 
error. To forty gallons of spirit, properly col- 
ored, add one quart of glycerine, and two ounces 
of Messrs. Rudkins Sons’ brandy oil. ‘* To imitate 
any particular brand, add a small quantity of the 
kind to be imitated. About three gallons to forty 
will answer the purpose.” The italics are ours. 
For we desire to emphasize to the drinker of aver- 
age brandy that, according to this recipe, in the 
very best brandy he gets one quart of real brandy 
to thirty of what is it? In the ordinary 
brandies he does not even get a drop. If the 
liquor merchant desires whisky, he adds whisky 
oil instead of brandy oil, same proportions: some 
very liberal dealers *‘use five gallons of rye whisky 
to thirty-five gallons of French spirit.” 

We might go on indefinitely with recipes for 
rum, gin, ete., but advertising space in our edito- 
rial columns is limited. We pass on to the * pure 
foreign wines,” the ** real old port,” the ‘fine old 
Madeira,” the ‘‘mild claret” that ‘never hurt 
anybody.” Here, for example, is a recipe for 
sherry : 


“SHERRY.—Four ounces sherry oil; thirteen gallons 
pure spirit proof. Mix and add twenty-seven gallons cider. 
fine quality; one gallon white syrup. Three to Jive gallons 
of good foreign sherry added will improve.” 

We recommend those of our readers who want 
sherry to make their own: and if we inay be per- 
mitted to make a snegestion, on a snbject on 
which we are not connoisseurs, it would be that 
they make the cider serve their purpose withont 
the additions. The fine old port is made of the 
same materials; the real color is given to it by a 
decoction of Malva flowers. ‘-Weich three pounds 
for each barrel, and, having separated the green 
part, steep the red petals only in warm water. 
These flowers have no medicinal effect and give a 
beautiful color to water, wine or cider.” 

Claret. Muscat. Madeira, Malaga, and American 
grape wines are all made by the same simple proc- 
ess; French spirit, cider. glycerine. flavoring oils, 
and coloring matter, in different proportions. 

The purchaser of *‘ pure foreign and imported 
liquors” ought to understand what he buiys— 
what, at least, he is always liable to be buying. 
He ought to know that it is simply impossible to 
purchase a pure native wine outside of the coun- 
try where it is made; that in London alone there 
is sold every year more Madeira than the whole 
island of Madeira produces; that in one season, in 
a single city of this country, there was sold as 
much California wine as the whole California 
coast produced: that a brisk trade is driven in 
champagne corks and imported bottles, which are 
required to do service over and over again year 
after year; that the Custom-House mark is no 
guarantee for by laws of Great Britain the adulter- 
ation of liquor is allowed in bond; that the import- 
ers assurance is no guarantee. forthe wines export- 
ed to the United States sre doctored with alcohol 
before they leave the country where they are pro- 
dneed. ‘‘A great part of the wine of France and 
Germany,” says no less an authority than the En- 
eyclopedia Britannica, ‘**has ceased to be the 
juice of the grape at all. In point of fact. the 
processes of sweetening. plastering, etc., etc., are 
earried on to such an extent that it is scarcely 
possible to obtain a sample of genuine wine, even 
at first hand.” Sherry is mingled with cheap 
brandy ahd flavored with sugar-candy and bitter 
almonds. Pale sherries are produced by plaster 
of Paris. Clarets are manufactured on this side 
of the water; cochineal gives the color. Cham- 
pagne is produced from rhubarb stalks, goose- 
berries and sugar. The best wines are adulterated. 
The common wines have not a dropof the genuine 
article in them. Published books give the plain- 
est directions for fabrication; brewers or drug- 
gists furnish the materials, and the process 
of adulteration, beginning when the wine is 
meade, continued in the process of exportation, 
and perfected in the retail vaults, is so all but 
universal that Messrs. Rudkin’s Sons’ business 
ought not any longer to hide its excellence in 
pamphlets surreptitiously circulated. 

If the Christian Union were to assert that adul- 
teration is tLe rule, and that the wines of com- 
merce are often made without a drop of true wine 
in them, we should be accused of writing in ig- 
norance and making prejudice serve for knowl- 
edge. We have therefore cited these ‘‘ practical 


| chemists ” into court to tell what they know 
about the process, in order that, if our reaaers 
choose to drink the ordinary ‘‘ wines” of com- 
merce they may at least know of what they are 
always likely to be composed, ard may, if they 
like, call them by their riglit names. 


THE CURRENT DEBATE. 


HE religious. press continues to discuss the 

question of the Future State, but generally 
with more partisan vigor than Christian catho- 
licity. Mr. Beecher’s sermon seems to have called 
off the assault from Mr. Merriam, and to have di- 
verted it from the Council at North Adams. There 
has been a very extensive quotation of the mis- 
reports in the secular papers; and one or two of 
our exchanges express a wish for an authentic re- 
port of what Mr. Beecher said. They will find it 
in last week's issue of the Christian Union. Hav- 
ing been misled by erroneous reports, will they set 
their readers right by a correct one ? 

Dr. Bacon in a letter in the ** Congregationalist” 
hits the troth admirably, as he generally does, 
The question he says, at least.for Congregation- 
alists, is mot, Is the doctrine of endless punish- 
ment in accord with the historic faiths of Con- 


gregationalism, but, Is it true? Say to a young 
man of Mr. Merriam’s tendencies tnat only 17 per 
cent. of the Congregational ministers have any 
doubts on the subject, and he is straightway in- 
vited to stand more firmly for his own view of 
truth. This fact is pretty effectively illustrated 
by a letter in this week’s Union from one of the 
silent representatives at the Boston ministers’ 
meeting the othercay. Dr. Bacon calls for ‘a 
fresh examination of the doctrine of last things,” 
by ‘* the professors of exegesis and the professors 
of doginaties.” This, of course, necessitates free- 
dom to discuss; you cannot have a very fruitful 
examination if every examiner is warned before- 
hand that he is to be excommunicated if he finds 
any other verdict that of the theological juries of 
the seventeenth century 

Dr. Hopkins, in a published letter on the Mun- 
ger Council, takes substantially the ground taken 
by the Christian Union on the whole subject of 
the conditions of ministerial ordination. There 
was strong evidence, he says, that Mr. Munger's 
preaching at Lawrence had been remurkably ac- 
ceptable and useful. It was known also that his 
work in California had been notable for Cliristian 
fruit. So, notwithstanding strong dissent from 
some of Mr. Munger’s views, he was unanimously 
ordained: not on the ground that the Council 
agreed with his philosopby, but becsuse there was 
satisfactory evidence that ‘“*he will preach in 
future faithfully and successfully, as we have 
good evidence he preached in the past, the Gospel 
of Him who came to ‘seek and to save that which 
was lost.’” This is the true ground of ordination. 
always and everywhere ; he that is spiritually and 
intellectually ‘‘apt to teach” Christ's Gospel is to 
be ordained, that is, recommended as a teacher. 

The ‘‘ Congregationalist” labors to show that 
there wasa difference between Mr. Munyer’s views 
and those of Mr. Merriam. ‘There certainly was, 
in that Mr. Merriam entertains and Mr. Munger 
rejects the possibility of annihilation of the per- 
sistently wicked. But Mr. Munger’s doctrine of 
probation was more pronounced and more dis. 
tinctly defined than that of Mr. Merriam. The 
‘* Congregationalist” has, however, discovered a 
ground on which all schools in the Congregational 
churches ought to be able to agree. Mr. Munger, 
it thinks, was properly installed, because he 
‘* avowed his belief in the eternity of punishment 
for sinners remaining in impenitence.” We have 
never heard of a Congregational minister who 
does not believe in the ‘‘eternity of punishment 
for sinners remaining in impenitance.” That 
punishment will last as long as impenitence ought 
to be, if it is not, axiomatic. Indeed, we are in- 
clined to believe that if this is the only doctrine 
of eternal punishment now current in the Con- 
gregational churches, Dr. Chapin of this city will 
pass foran orthodox Congregationalist, and the 
‘* Universalist” and the ** Christian Leader” for 
Congregational papers. We cordially we'come 
the ‘* Congregationalist” to the platform of the 
Christian Union, viz: All that is essential in the 
doctrine of retribution is that penalty will last at 


least as long as persistence in sin. 
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DR. TYNG@S APPEAL, 


\ E call the attention of our readers to an ap- 

peal in another column for aid in carrying 
on the Evangelistic work in this city under the 
charge of the Rev. S. H. Tyng, Jr., D. D. We have 
persénally known something of this work, its 
catholicity, its thoroughness, and the genuine 
Christian spirit in which it is carried on. We give 
it, from personal knowledge, our hearty indorse- 
ment. It is apostclic in both aims and methods. 
And there are abundant reasons why all those 
to whom Christianity is more than any particular 
ehureh, and the evangelization of the masses in 
our great cities is something more than a theoret- 
ical problem, to be discussed in ecclesiastical de- 
bating societies, should give Dr. Tyng and his co- 
adjutors a helping hand. 

1. The work is inherently a good one; it cares 
for both body and soul; and for the body as a 
means of giving soul-help. In this respeet it fol- 
lows the example of Christ, who fed and healed 
that he might more effectually preach the Gospel. 

2. It is absolutely the only lineal descendant of 
Mr. Moody's meetings. From the close of the ser- 
vices at the Hippodrome to date there has been 
no day without its Evangelistic service, in hall, 
tent or church, under Dr. Tyng’s auspices. What 
Mr. Moody undertook to do fora season Dr. Tyng 
is doing with steadiness of purpose. What Mr. 
Moody started Dr. Tyng has organized into a per- 
manent Gospel work. 

This work is absolutely undenominational 
in its aims and in its spirit. No needy one is 
asked to what church or congregation he belongs. 
No convert is asked to belong to this or the other 
church. It is work not for the Chureh of the 
Holy Trinity, but for Christ. And in facet the 
converts from these evangelistic services have 
gone into churches of all denominations. 

4. The work has a church and congregation for 
its constituency and source of supply, and a per- 
manent pustoral supervision, which is better than 
a general but spasmodic appeal to the community 
for funds and the changeful administration of a 
mixed committee. It is permanent and organic; 
a campaign with a definite base of supply. 

5. It ie no seeret that Dr. Tyng’s catholicity is 
an ecclesiastical weakness. Because he is not 
working for the church, he cannot appeal to the 
church. They that care wore for organization 
than for men look askance on his principles and 
his methods. They that care for men more than 
for organization should come to his help. He be- 
longs to the Holy Catholie Church, and he has a 
right to ask the entire membership of the Holy 
Catholie Churel: to sustain him. 

6. All subscriptions thus far are conditioned on 
the whole amount being secured. He who gives 
a little, on this condition, helps to make certain a 
large sum for the work. 

Read the appeal, and send in your names and 
your pledges. 


NOTES. 


—It is publicly announced that the Rev. Edward 
Abbott, who has just withdrawn from the “ Congre- 
gationalist,”” is about to unite with the Episcopal 
Church. We do not understand that it is his present 
intention to enter the Episcopal ministry. tf cath- 
olicity retains the contrel which it Dow possesses in 
the Episcopal Churcb, and narrowness obtains the con- 
trol which it does not now possess in the Cougrega- 
tional churches, Mr. Abbott's departure will be but 
one of many. The “roomiest’’ church will have 
eventually the greatest strength in men as well as in 
numbers. 

—A remarkable temperance crusade is progressing 
at Cortland, N. Y., under the impulse of the Murphy 
mevement. Out of a population of 3,500 not less than 
3,000 have signed the pledge, among whom are the 
judges of the courts, the mayor of the city. and its 
leading professional men and merchants. One of the 
principal hotels has closed its bar, poured its liquors 
into the streets, and hung up its sign as a ** Temper- 
ance House.’’ No building in the place can hold the 
masses that crowd nightly to the meetings. A re- 
ligious undertone pervades the work, giving it char- 
acter and assuring its permanence. It is the hope 
and purpose of those who are directing the movement 
to make Cortland a thorough temperance town. 

— Dean Stanley, in ** Macmillan’s Magazine,” speaks 
of trial by jury in terms which we fear he would be 
compelled to modify should he take his turn as a 
juryman. This form of trial, he says, is fam liar to 
us by the growth of a thousand years, yet it 1s per 
sonally known only to afew. The Dean h mself ad- 
mits that he has witnessed it but once. “I thought it 
one of the most impressive svenes on which I had ever 


looked. The twelve men of bumble life enjoying the 
advantage of the instruction of the most acute minds 
that the country could furni-h; taught in the most 
solemn forms of the Fuglish language to appreciate 
the value of exact truth; seeing the whole tragedy of 
destiny drawn out betore their very eyes, the weak- 
ne-s of passion, the ferocity of revenge, the simplicity 
of innocence, the moderation of the judge, the serious- 
ness of human existence—this is an experience which 
may actually befall but a few, but to whomsoever it 
does fall the lessons which it imparts, the necessity 
of any previous preparation for it that can be given, 
leap at such moments to the eyes as absolutely in- 
estimable.” Dr. Stanley ought to accompany bis 
twelve men of humble life to the jury room and learn 
by ob-ervation how much they have gained from 
the most acute minds the country can furnish. That 
the English jury does not essentially differ from the 
American, notwithstanding the Dean's opinion, we 
ure justified in concluding from a paragraph just 
published in a London comic paper, which represents 
a jury retiring, taking a number of votes, cach of 
which demonstrates the hopelessness of agreement, 
and finally deciding the case “in the usual way,’’ by 
tossing up a copper. 

—Dr. Holland's recent offer of a magnificent hypo- 
thetical endowment to a school or cvllege that will 
turn out aclaiss capable of punctuating an ordinary 
letter or other communication does not seem to have 
borne fruit. He might safely have made the offer 
much broader. Letany two editors who think them- 
selves capable of writing Fnglish correctly ask some 
good reader to read aloud a page of Milton, or an act 
of Shakespeare, selected at random while they write 
it down from his lips. The two completed manu- 
scripts will be sure to differ from one another and 
from the printed matter in many particulars. 

—It seems at last to have occurred to the tramp that 
simply by extending his plan of campaign he can ren- 
der his existence far more comfortable than it has ever 
been before. Tle has merely to start southward as the 
nights begin te get too cold, and he can, with con- 
sideruble aceurucy, adupt the seasons to his use. If 
the reports of the Southeru movement be true it will 
be well for the invaders to remember that the South- 
erner is far readier with his weapovs than is bis 
Northern brother. 

—A vorrespondent who is interested in the silver 
question as presented in our columns sends us the 
following questions: 

“1. After the Act of 1835, was the silver dollar, containing 
412% wrains, coined ? If | owed #100 could | cance: that 
devt with 10 silve of each’ 3. At the 
time the bonds of our government were issued in 1870, was 


the silver dollar, containing 412) grains, equal in value to the 
tenth part of a colo 2oo prains of gold?’ 


(1) After the Act of 1855 the silver dollar was not 
coined in any considerable quantities; nor used as 
money to any considerable extent on account of its 
having a higher market value than its mineral value. 
You could have paid a debt of 3100 in silver dollars; 
but they would have cost you more than greenbacks ; 
they were above pur. (2) The silver dollar was legal 
tender at the time the bonds were issued; but it was 
not in use in the curreney of the country. It was 
leqaily but not actually current coin of the realm. 
The silver dollar had become obsolete in fact prior to 
the act of 1855, that act simply conformed tbe law to 
the facts. In 1870 the silver dollar was legally equal 
to the gold dollar, in the market it was worth more, 

—A Silver Wedding at the White House is the social 
event of the week at Washington. It is understood 
that Mr. and Mrs. Hayes have very sensibly and char- 
acteristically declined to receive presents, making a 
pardonable exception, however, in the case of a silver 
model of the headquarters of the 23d Ohio Regiment 
in the winter of 1864. Late in the fall of that year the 
regiment went into permanent camp near Kanawha 
Falls, W. Va., and the men built themselves quarters, 
with a double log cabin for the colonel. When the 
structure was finished according to the established 
rules of field architecture, Mrs Hayes joined ber hus- 
band and passed the winter in camp, winning the 
title of ** Mother of the Regiment,"’ which is inseribed 
on the base of the gift. The model is only a few 
inches long, but is finished with minute details, intro- 
ducing mauy surroundings of the original cabin. We 
are glad to believe that the exception made in favor 
ot this memento will pot change the President’s posi- 
tion as regards the silver bill. Presumably the donors 
will attend to that. 

—In discussing the Egyptian question the “ Specta- 
tor” supposes possible difficulties in case, for instance, 
of war with “America,” meaning, we suppose, the 
United States. Cruisers, it says, might put out from 
San Francisco and seriously ba:ass transports, fol- 
lowing the Cape route to India, while a couple of 
Turkish steamers “accidentally” sunk in the Suez 
(anal might form aneffectual blockade. Forewarned 
is forearmed. That hint about the Turkish steamers 
is good. We shall bave to be very cautious, however, 
for by the time war breaks out between Eugland and 
America kugland will practically own the Suez 
Canal, and only a very select circle of vessels will be 
allowed to pass. 

—*The American Missionary,” the journal of the 
society whose name it bears, comes to us this month 
in a new aud improved form. Its exter.or is attract- 
ive and its contents furnish an interesting variety of 
information with respect to the society's work amung 
the Freedmen, Indians and Chinese. 


INQUIRING FRIENDS. 


—There are those who believe that in the sufferings of our 
Saviour on earth. in bis agony in the garden and on the cross, 
his Godhood experienced pain. In your “ Life uf Christ’’ you 
imvoly a belief in this doctrine; in a notice of that work, 
written by one of your sisters some years ago, I saw the 
name given to this belief, but have forgotten it. Will you 
consider me an “ inquiring friend,” and tell me what it is, in 
the department of the Union devoted to the inquisition? 
The more | read of my precious Saviour the more I incline to 
this belief, and I stbould like to learn more aboutit. Since 
the thought of it has entered my mind the atoning sacrifice 
seems greater and more amazing. sin more exceedingly hate- 
ful, and God's love for sinners surpassingly wonderful. 


See Christian Dec. 19:b, Ed. ** Christ's Di- 
vinity.”’ Several names are given iv eccl+siastical his- 
tory to those in ore form or aoother, be ld this view. 
Th: se who believed in the suffering of the Father, whom 
they identified with the Soo, were called Patripassians, 
Those who held that there was but oe divioe Person, 
wito differeot names or titles, were called Monarcbians, 
Those who maintained that Christ possessed but one 
divine nature Were sometimes Culled Monopbysit.s (one 
nature), sometimes Eutyebians, from Eutychus, one of 
their leaders. The view that Christ possesses but a sia- 
gle nature is hist. rically that of the Movophysites; but 
itinvolves the ducirine of sufferir g, which was that of 
the Patripassians. The view to which you refer is also 
held 'n modern times by the Swedenborgians. 

—1. If the language of the Bible, correctly understood, 
leaves the duration of future punishment an open question, 
how are we to be assured that the duration of future happi- 
nent is not aiso an open question 7 

If Paul “ expected to see Christ in this world before be de- 
par ted,”’ how are we to reconcile this view with the idea that 
he was inspired in writing on this subject in bis epistles? 

3. If the disciples mentioned in Acts xix.,1 bad been under 
the instruction of Apollos, how is it credible that they had 
not heard of the Holy Ghost? For Apollos had been in- 
instructed by Aquila and Priscilia, and these by Paul at 
Corinth 7 

1. That the aul exists after death, that it will suffer 
penalty for sin, ard tbat it will experie ce bappiness in 
the exercise of virtue, ase truths that belong to natural 
religion; they are not deperdent on Revelation; they 
are the universal faith of ma: kind; the Bible sssumes 
them, aod makes clesr wba! was, without the Binle, an 
ind- finite fear ard bope ratber than a ck ar cooviction, 
Belhef in the immortal ty of the s ul, a: d therefore the 
eternal blessedne-s of the righteous, does not rest upon 
proof texts; there is ro reason to believe that either the 
existence or the heppinvess will ever cease. We believe 
itss we believe the eternity of God ard the angels. The 
question still remains, to be at s#ered in part by Reve- 
iation, in part by philosophy, will the experience of sin 
and sufferir g ¢ ver cease? 

2. The apostles were taught by the Lord to expect 
his coming; to wait ard watch forit. What be said to 
them be says also to us: ** What I say unto you I say 
unto all, Watcb.” But it was not disclosed to them avy 
more than it is t> us when that coming should take 
place. Christ himself did rot koow. (Mark xiii., 32.) 
Their uncertainty led them to watcb, aod b: pe, and ex- 
pect, not with certainty but with yearning, and they 
were nt inspired to knw when it should be; therefore 
they lived in perpetual expectation. They lived as 
children whose fatber is at sea, who watch every day 
fur his comi g, hoping from day to day because they 
do not kn »w when the ship will come in. 

3. The instruction was given by Aquila and Pris- 
cilla after, vot be fore, Apollos’ prescbing. (Acts xviii., 
25-26.) What be bad learned of Christianity pricr to 
that time was solely by rumor, at Alexacdria. See vs, 
25, original Greck. The whole indicates the chaotic 
condition of Christianity at that period. The preachers 
were mere heralds, and they did pot wait, as they 
do ia the more bigbly orgarized conditioa of the 
Ctristian church of the present day, for the logical 
instruction tefore they began to preacb. H-atben 
fields in moceru times furcish parallels to Apollos and 
the Ephesiao Christians. 

—Having children away at school pursuing heavy studies 
during the week, could you men'ion some books suitable for 
Sunday reading? I have “Stepping Heavenward.” 

Dr. H says in that the student 
shoul! read k ast what be lik s to read most. For Sua- 
day reading reverse this rule; get (1) books tbat are 
coucenial, that wil) be restful readt: g; (2) books that 
will afford moral acd spiritual impulse rather than mere 
doctrinal inst uctioo. Cbildrea caonot be expected to 
study, espevially theology, with ut a teacher. Of fic- 
tiou there is no end; nearly a)l of M:ss Mulock’s novels 
are go d Sunday teadinz; so are Miss Yonge’s; so are 
Mrs. Prenti-s’s; so for younger children are apy of 
the Mi-ses Mathews's stories. Better than fiction are 
good bo ks of biography. Dr. Finn-y’s; Dr. Lyman 
Beechber’s; Dr. Kirk's; Dr. Gu'brie’s; Dr. Macl-od’s; 
Canovo Kingsiey’s; Robe rt-on's Life and Letiecs” are 
illus rations. Buoks of wider rarge and adwirable in 
their effect are Dr. Hamlio’s ‘‘Among the Turk;,” 
Dr. Goodcli’s “* Forty Years in the Turkish Empire,” 
Miss West's mance of Missiows,” Dr. Bu'ler’s 
‘“Land of the Veda.” There are religious histories 
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which, however, furnish less personal impulse than 
good biography because they briog the reader less io 
contact with individual Learts and lives. Such are 
D’Aubigne’s ‘‘ History of the Reformation;” J. 8. C. 
Abbott’s ‘‘ History of Christianity,” Milman’s ‘ His- 
tory of Christianity,” ‘* History of the Jews,” and 
**History of Latin Christianity.” These we should 
only recommend for somewhat mature and thoughtful 
minds. For the same class, books of a definite didactic 
purpose are useful, such as Jacob Abbott's “ Young 
Christian Series,” the works of Prof. Townsend, 
‘* Credo,” etc., Dr. Arnold’s ** Rugby Sermons,” Robert- 
son’s *‘ Sermons,” Newtun’s ‘‘ Sermons,” Burr’s ** Ecce 
Celum,” etc. There is a large range of books that bear 
on and belp to a stuay of the Bible, which minds 
already interested in religious thought will find de- 
lightful and profitable. Stanley’s ‘‘ Jewish Church,” 
Stanley's ‘‘ Sioai and Palestine;” Farrar’s, or Beecher’s, 
or Abbott's, or Hanna’s ** Life of Christ;” Van Lennep’s 
Lands; Conybeare and Howson’s Life and 
Epistles of St. Paul,” are good specimens of this class. 
Finally, if two or more of your children are together, 
and have no regular Bible study, the very best thiog 
you can do is to propose a course of Bible,study with 
them. Carry it on yourself, and make it the subj: ct of 
a weekly corresp»nderce. There is no bovk for Sunday 
study so interesting as the Bible if the children have a 
mother to guide them in its study. 

—I have read the Christian Union from the first, and while 
it was the “Church Union,” and I bave regularly read Mr. 
Beecher’s published sermons for many years, and have been 
edified and blessed by them, and am a warm friend of Mr. B. 
and the Union. But I must confess I was surprised and 
somewhat hurt lately in reading over the sermon on * The 
Future Life,’’ in the number for Sept. 5, 1877. 

On page 193, the top of the first column, are these words; 
“So that future punishment may be eternal, and yet no 
single individual be eternally punished, provided it shall work 
inhim reformation and change in the future life.”” As 1 look 
at this question, the above concedes the whole ground to the 
Universalists. It implies: 1. That there may be another 
probation for man, or a probation 1n hell. 2. That, of course, 
there will be, or may be, a gospel and divine grace found 
there. 3. That the punishment of the wicked in hell is dis- 
ciplinary ; that it is not a final state. That the wicked do not 
“utterly perish in their own corruption,”’ but that they may 
yet “see life,” though Christ has declared that they shall 
*not.” 4. That they may repent, believe, be pardoned, be 
born again, and be eternally saved. Now, the question 
that greatly perplexes me is this: Where is this taught in 
God's word? The contrary appears to me to be clearly and 
fully set forth there. If the Bible does not teach eternal 
punishment of some kind, and cut off all hope from those 
that die in their sins, it does not appear to me to teach any- 
thinw clearly. Besides a disputed textin 1 Peter, iii., 19, 20, 
are there any other passages in the Bible which c.early and 
fairly teach that men may be saved in another life, after 
dying in their sins, especially from Gospel lands? I do not 
think anything of human speculations, theories and sym- 
pathies on sucha subject. They are notto betrusted. We 
must have a ** Thus saith the Lord,” or not open such a wide 
door for hope to persuns that are, alas: so liable, even with 
the other view, to “ neglect the great salvation.” There are 
persons who, if they seriously believed in a second proba- 
tion, would give no more thought to religion in this life. 
Then, suppose it is a mistake! Please give us an article on 
this subject, or answer in “Inquiring Friends.”’ 

KEWANEE, ILL. 

If you really wish to know what can be said, on a 
purely Scriptural basis, for a doctrine of final restoration, 
we recommend youto get Mr. Jukes’s book on ** The 
Restitution of All Things,” referred to in our last week’s 
issue. Certainly, the Bible does not hold out & the 
sinner a bope of future salvation if he persists in sin 
here; as certainly there are some passages wbich hold 
out to the Christian a hope (we do not suy an assurance) 
that divine love will finally triumph, and ai) sentient 
beings be brought under the dominion of the Father's 
grace. They are such as Epbes. i., 9, 10; Phil. ii., 10; 
Col. i., 19, 20; Rev. v., 12-14. We do not cite these 
passages as conclusive of the mystery of the future, 
only as indicating tbe Scriptural basis on which the ad- 
vocates of final restoration build their hopes. Whether 
these promises are to be qual fied by such declarations 
as Matt. xxiv., 51; xxv., 46; 2 Thess., 1, 9, so that all 
means merely the vast majority, or whether the warn- 
ings of pevalty are to be limited by the promises of 
redemption, so that everlasting is to be interpreted only 
as a prolonged, but not an eternal period, or whetber 
the two classes of passages are to be reconciled by the 
belief that there will be some utterly irseclaimable, and 
that they will be literally destroyed, ceasing to be and 
so ceasing to interrupt the barmony of holiness by the 
discords of sin, or whether we are to hold both the 
hope and the dread, content to leave the future un- 
fathomed ad uofath»mable, to the wisdom a:d grace 
of the God of love, are questions we do not attempt to 
discuss in a paragraph; they are questions which divide 
Christian thought into widely different, but, in our 
a not ocpelessly antagonistic, schools of theo- 
ogic thought. 


—What number of converts from heathenism are now com- 
— of the various mission churches throughout the 
wor 

The latest information at our band is that afforded by 
Dr. William Butlei’s ‘‘Land of the Veda,” p. 531, 
based on reports of 1871. These show native church 
members 280,662; native Christiaan c mmunities, 1,151,- 
721; members of Christian schools, 360,189. 


THE BOATMAN. 
By H. W. M. 


ALKING along the glistening sand, 
She saw a boatman approach the land. 


“ Boatman,” she said, * what is thy fee? 
T am tired, and fain would sail with thee.”’ 


He shook his head. * Death is my fee; 
When I come again you may sail with me.” 


“ T am tired, so tired |" she mournful said, 
* Let me rest with the silent dead.” 


* Not now, poor child; it cannot be; 
But wait, one day I will call for thee.” 


Seven years passed of weakness and pain 
Ere the boatman moored by the bank again. 


She heard the dip of the oar in the wave, 
And moaned, “ Now give me the rest I crave.” 


He caught ber whispered cry for * rest,” 
And folded her safe in his loving breast. 


Then we, watching near, knew the Lord's dear face, 
And that heaven was the boatman’s destined place. 


GROWING GRAY GRACEFULLY. 


By VIGNETTE. 
“ So shall the sun in smiles decline, 
And bring a pleasant night.” 
LL must grow old, unless they die early. No 
other alternative. Reader! you are inter- 
ested to reflect how to grow old—unless, perhaps, 
you are perfectly willing to die young. 

1. Consent to grow old. - Age cannot be repelled, 
and it should not be concealed, denied or disguised. 
We cannot, in these middle years of life, appre- 
hend its peculiar peace and joy. Spring blos- 
soms with flowers, and summer blooms with 
ripening fruits, but neither season reveals the joy 
and pride of harvest. So early life gives little 
token of the happiness of age, yet reason as- 
sures us it must have a happiness of its own in 
store for those who attain it in harmony with its 
conditions. Remember! when we were children 
the labors, the studies, even the pleasures of 
grown men and women around us were repellent, 
or incomprehensible; we could not feel the robust, 
vigorous happiness With which adult life assumes 
its responsibilities, performs its labors, and bears 
its burdens. But when, in due growth, we came 
to these, we took the same joy in them which 
puzzled us children so much in the lives of our 
fathers and mothers. So we can demonstrate (as 
surely as the astronomer computes an eclipse) 
that age is not less happy than youth, if it is met 
and borne aright. And observation confirms what 
reason alleges; for who does not know some 
among the old appearing happier than the young? 
But age must be met somewhatcheerfully. To 
shrink from it, to contrive evasions and disguises 
of its approach, to conceal it to ourselves and 
deny it to others, is no way to enter happily with- 
in its restful shade. Jt must come. IT IS COMING. 
Away, then, with the devices and disguises, the 
fictions and pretenses, which falsify advancing 
years. Let the white hairs bloom, accept the 
glasses or the helpful cane, yield up willingly 
whatever of faculty or power age withdraws and 
look for the compensations which it brings, for 
some such assuredly there are. Consent to grow 
old. 

2. Plant happy memories. Tolive aright in the 
days of early life will go far towards making age 
happy; for the conduct of to-day is the root of 
the memories of to-morrow. We can compute 
this again from what we already know of life. 
In youth, as we all remember, hope was our 
guide, anticipation and expectation were the ani- 
mating sentiments; the mind looked constantly 
forward, plans and purposes were its chief activity. 
In mature years, as most of us now know, realiza- 
tion takes the place of hope; the mind concerns 
itself more with Now. Clearly there must be, as 
years accumulate, a gradual turning of the mind 
towards the past; memory will become the chosen 
companion; we shall live more and more in what 
we recollect. Youth dwells in the Future; man- 
hood in the Present; age in the Past. To ponder 
upon former years enters into the heart-life of 
age just as does the hope and prospect of years to 
come into that of youth. Each person is forming 
that element for his age by his life now. The 
hasty words, the foolish deeds, the neglects and 
omissions, the transgressions of to-day are the 
seeds for so many mortifications and sorrows to 
grow rank in the white-haired years. Whatever 


is wise, right, generous, self-sacrificing, honorable | 
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in the life of to-day is a plant which will ripen 
thick with peaceful and pleasant memories in the 
days when memory is chief factor in happiness. 
Plant bappy memories. 

3. Learn lasting pleasures. Of the recreations, 
the pleasant occupations for leisure time, there 
are some which depend very much upon physical 
vigor and ordinarily must be early relinquished; 
and others which retain interest even when powers 
and activity have considerably failed. Fortunate, 
therefore, in age is one who has cultivated some 
lasting pleasures; who has learned, during early 
life, to enjoy some occupations which can be still 
continued. Some of the happiest pictures of hu- 
man life are those in which the student, philoso- 
pbher or writer is seen prosecuting the studies 
which gave him eminence far down the hill. A 
taste for reading, a fondness for art, for musie or 
for the lighter kinds of handiwork, an enthusiasm 
for one’s garden or for the fresh greenness and 
good order of the trees and walks around a coun- 
try home of one’s own, a kindly love and care for 
animals around one’s house, a hospitable dinner- 
table for one’s friends may fill with cheer-giving 
occupation many long months no longer available 
for business or active life. But these pursuits and 
tastes must be acquired before the season of youth 
is quite flown. Reader, pause a moment; call to 
mind some one whom you know, or of whom you 
have read, whose life is an example of serene and 
happy age. What does he or she have for ocecu- 
pation? Are you learning to do that thing, or 
something like it, with enjoyment? If not, you 
are lacking in one important preparation; you 
are’ behindhand in your lesson and will lose your 
place in the class. Learn lasting pleasures. 

4. Cultivate younger friends. Again computing 
what must come to pass from what we have already 
witnessed, we foresee that age will be lonely 
unless there is some timely cultivation of friend- 
ships appropriate forit. Where are the friends of 
our youth? What has become of the ties upon 
which we once so much depended? What then 
must be the continuance of this process of change. 
operating upon the social affinities in which we 
now live? Granting that we could avoid all loss 
of friendships from estrangement, removals and 
social changes, yet, looking forward to the extreme 
of life, it is clear that one is liable to become 
alone by the stern necessity to outlive one’s 
friends. Why should not we turn, winningly, 
while we can, towards those who in due time are 
to take our places in life, and seek, somewhat 
advisedly, to make friends among those who are 
younger than we? Why not make ourselves use- 
ful to the young, that we may retain a welcome 
among them when we have become the old? Let 
us cultivate young friends. 

5. Turn towards heaven. Age is the long 
avenue through which we slowly walk towards 
another life, and death is the gate at the end 
which admits us to the world beyond, to the 
society of the departed and the immediate presence 
of God. This is a weary, painful, dangerous 
walk if we persist in walking backwards, with 
eyes longingly fixed only on the life that must be 
left, and no vision of the way that lies before us 
and the life which we approach. Turn around! 
Set the face and the feet towards the world to 
come! It is well to glance backward sometimes, 
and refresh the memory with glimpses of the path 
we have trod, of the heights we are leaving, on 
which the declining sun still casts a lovely light 
but which we shall not, with quite the same clear- 
ness, see again. But let the steady, watchful 
gaze be upon the road before us and the goal 
beyond. Let the thoughts fly forward to the 
heaven for which we hope, to its renewed youth, 
its reunion with friends, and its companionship 
with Jesus. We sball not bewail age if we can 
heartily turn towards heaven. 


A TALE OF A WONDERFUL ONE-HORSE SHAY. 
—The London ‘‘ Echo” gives the following piece 
of true history: ‘‘ Three weeks since, the parish of 
Stirchley, in Shropshire, was happy in the posses- 
sion of a parish church seven hundred years old, 
and a pareon and parish clerk each of whom had 
seen fourscore summers, and had served in their 


‘respective capacities for more than half-a-century. 


On Oct. 12 the parson died of old age; since then 
the clerk has followed him; and on the Sunday 
week, while the congregation were assembled 
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within its walls for public worship, the church 
suddenly parted down the side walls, and entirely 
across the ceiling and roof, causing consternation 
among the parishioners, most of whom ran out of 
the building, while a few sought safety under the 
towerarch. If the late rector postponed restora- 
tion under the idea that the building would last 
his time, he made a remarkably accurate esti- 
mate.” 


CURRENCY AND COIN. 
By Tue Rey. Leoxarp Bacon, D. D. 

rTVHERE is a current delusion about what Con- 

gress has to do with the currency. But what 
sentence of the constitution is there in which 
‘*the currency” is mentioned, or the duty of regu- 
lating it is laid upon any depositary of the national 
power? Congress has power to coin money, and 
to regulate the value thereof by regulating the 
weight and the purity of the coins; it has power 
to borrow money on the credit of the nation, and 
to maintain that credit by paying the debts of the 
nation; and if it will simply do its duty in the 
exercise of these powers, commerce or the laws of 
trade—which are laws of nature—will sufficiently 
regulate the currency. Under the grant of powers 
**to regulate commerce,” *‘to provide and main- 
tain a navy,” and ‘to make rules for the govern- 
ment and regulation of the land and naval 
forees,”’ Congress builds light-houses, establishes 
u national observatory, and maintains a system of 
observations on the weather: but Congress has 
not yet undertaken to regulate the weather— 
though.I believe proposals to a:tempt something 
in that direction have sometimes been offered. It 
would be well if members of that august body 
could be made to understand that coined money 
is one thing and currency another thing, and that 
when Congress legislates for the purpose of ex- 
panding or contracting the currency it goes out 
of its legitimate sphere not less really, and far 
more mischievously, than it could do by legislat- 
ing to regulate the rain-fall or the tides. Congress 
can borrow moneys on the credit of the United 
States; but that is not regulating the currency. 
It can pay the debts of the United States, and is 
bound to do so, but that is not regulating the cur- 
rency. It can coin money—. e. it can manufac- 
ture gold and silver into pieces of certified weight 
and purity, conveniently shaped for use in com- 
merce; but that also is not what is meant by 
regulating the currency. That word ‘* currency,” 
designates not coined money only, but also all 
those evidences of debt or ownership which pass 
from hand to hand as representing money. Let 
Congress perform with all fidelity the duty re- 
quired of it by the constitution, manufacture bull- 
ion into honest coin, borrowing money when 
loans are necessary, and honestly paying whatever 
the nation owes to any creditor, and it will be 
minding its own business. 

‘** Honest coin,” | say. because the proposal now 
under consideration in Congress and before the 
nation is that our government shall undertake, on 
a large scale, the manufacture of dishonest coin. 
That, and nothing else, is the meaning of the sil- 
ver bill which has passed the House of Repre- 
sentatives and is pending in the Senate. Mr. 
Bland and those who voted for the bill may not 
know that the bill means dishonesty, but if they 
are thus ignorant they are the tools of other men 
who Know their meaning and are willing to enrich 
themselves by the distress and lasting disgrace of 
their country. 

I observe that the veteran politician, Mr. Thur- 
low Weed, is writing in aid of what he calls ** the 
remonetization of silver” (New York * Tribune,” 
Nov. 13). He has been studying the Bible for 
proof that long ago silver was used as money. He 
refers to Abrahain’s purchase of a burial piace for 
four hundred shekels of silver. He shows that 
Joseph was sold for twenty pieces of silver; and 
that throughout the Old Testament and the New 
the value of things is measured by the silver for 
which they were or might be exchanged. He ad- 
mits, of course, that gold as well as silver was 
precious in the days of old; but he main- 
tains that notwithstanding the superior pre- 
ciousness ‘of gold, the ‘‘current money” in or- 
dinary use was tlie less precious metal. That is 
all true, and too obvious to be questioned; but it 
is no vindication atall of what he means by ‘‘ the 
remonetization of silver.” In his Biblical re- 


searches has he found any example of a righteous 
man doing what it is now proposed that the United 
States shall do? Has he discovered any principle 
either of Christian or of Old Testament morality 
by which an engagement to pay a certain weight 
of gold can be honestly performed by paying a 
less valuable quantity of silver? 

Let nobody say that Mr. Weed is a proprietor in 
some Nevada silver mine; nor that he has pur- 
chased on speculation a great deal of real estate 
and would like to pay for it in cheap money. I 
do not suppose or imply that any such thing can 
be said of him; but there are men of whom such 
things are true, and it is in their interest (uncon- 
scious as he is of any subserviency to them) that 
he wants ‘‘ the dollar of our fathers” to be made 


a legal tender for all debts, publie and private. 


His own words are, in the conelusion of his letter 
to the ‘* Tribune”: 


“The silver question is now before Congress, where it 
is being thoughtfully and earnestly considered. The dis- 
cussion will establish the fact that silver and gold are con- 
stitutional money standards; that the debts created to 


-achieve our national independence, and subsequently in 


the war with England to maintain that independence, 
were paid in silver and gold; and, finally, that in the debt 
created to preserve the Union our Government stipulated 
that its creditors should receive payment of principal and 
interest in coin. With such landmarks to guide its delib- 
erations, Congress will find the financial problem of the 
day easy of solution. The repeal of the law of 1875 de 
monetizing silver, with a clause directing the recoinage of 
the ‘dollar of our fathers,’ will not only make resump- 
tion easy, but insure the return of prosperity to the ‘ toil- 
ing millions,’ whose unexampled privations have been 
endured with exemplary forbearance.” 

It is true ‘‘that silver and gold are constitu- 
tional money standards —that is (if I understand 
it), they are what the Constitution means when it 
confers on Congress the power to coin money. It 
is true that our national debts contracted in the 
war for independence and in the war of 1812 were 
paid in gold and silver. It is true ‘**that in the 
debt created to preserve the Union our Govern- 
ment stipulated that its creditors should receive 
payment of principal and interest in coin.” 
COIN, Mr. Weed says; but he does not think to 
say what coin. He overlooks the fact—doubtless 
he quite forgot—that when the bonds were issued 
which represent ‘‘ the debt created to preserve the 
Union ” silver bad been really demonetized ever 
since 1853, and was not a Jegal tender for any 
debt of more than five dollars. A bond for a 
hundred dollars or for fifty, or a treasury note for 
ten dollars, is not honestly redeemable in silver. 
The dollars ‘*‘ nominated in the bond” were not— 
and both borrower and lenders understood per- 
fectly that they were not—*‘‘the dollars of our 
fathers,” silver dollars, but gold. From 1853 on- 
ward the only lawful dollar in any payment of 
more than five dollars was a gold dollar, or the 
tentb part of a gold eagle, weighing 258 gruins, 
nine-tenths fine; and the only honest meaning of 
a government bond for 8100 was that the United 
States would pay to the holderof that paper 2,580 
grains (or, in other words, 5 ounces, 7 penny- 
weights and 12 grains) of coined gold. 

It is important that we understand clearly what 
it is which Mr. Weed proposes. Remember, it is 
that the Government, instead of paying according 
to the contract, shall compel the holder of that 
bond to accept payment in a sort of coin which 
was not legal tender for debts when the contract 
was made. If a tailor, in consideration of a 
price already paid, has contracted to furnish Mr. 
Weed with a suit of black broadcloth, does he 
perform that contract by sending him two suits of 
blue jeans? If a grocer has promised to send me 
a barrel of flour, for which I have paid him in 
advance, does he fairly redeem his promise by 
sending me three or four barrels of turnips? We 
contracted to pay the holder of that bond 5 
ounces, 7 pennyweights, and 12 grains of coined 
gold; and will that contract be honestly per- 
formed if we compel our creditor to accept, in- 
stead of that gold, 85 ounces, 18 pennyweights, 
and 18 grains of silver? Ought we not to pay 
just what we promised? 

Will Mr. Weed, or anybody else, tell us that if 
the bondholder gets his bundred dollars ‘‘in coin” 
it will be all the same, and that a dollar is a dollar, 
whether it be silver or gold?) The answer is, No, 
sir; the dollars you propose to pay are not the 
same—not of the same value—with the dollars 
which we promised to pay; and that is just the 


meaning and the reason of your proposal. The 
‘dollar of our fathers” that you talk about is a 
cheaper article than that which was promised; 
and therefore it is proposed that, after the lapse 
of a quarter of a century since that coin was with- 
drawn from circulation, we shall begin to manu- 
facture that sort of dollars again, and shall foree 
our creditors to receive them as of equal value with 
gold dollars. Frankly stated, the entire argu- 
ment for the so-called ‘‘remonetization of silver™ 
is this: An ounce of gold irill buy SIXTEEN ounces 
of silver; therefore. for erery ounce of gold that we 
owe, let us compel the creditor to accept as full pay- 
ment FIFTEEN ounces of si/rer. Just this is what 
the Bland bill proposes; namely, that the great 
Union, with all its wealth and all its pride, shall 
make the eagle on its seal and on its coins the 
emblem of its rapacity, robbing its crippled 
soldiers and the widows and orphans of those 
who died to defend it; robbing the depositors in 
savings banks; robbing every farmer or artisan 
who has invested a hundred dollars in a Govern- 
ment bond; robbing every foreigner who has been 
so imprudent as to Joan something to the Great 
Republic; robbing all its creditors with impartial 
rapacity, by withholding, in its imperial power, 
one-sixteenth part of what it owes them. Robbery 
by wholesale confiscation might be more magnifi- 
cent, but it could not be meaner. 

Perhaps a word is due to the sentimental aspect 
of the question. Silver, we are told, is the cur- 
rency earliest mentioned in Scripture. It was the 
money which Abraham paid for the field of Mac- 
pelah. It was the money which the ten sons of 
Jacob took when they sold their pet brother for a 
slave. It was good enough for Judas Iscariot, 
Silver was the money of the common people, 
‘* while the luxurious kings of the old world rev- 
eled in gold drinking cups.” The dollar of our 
fathers was good enough for their creditors, and 
our creditors are no better than theirs. There- 
fore—three cheers for the dollar of our fathers! 
Just so, the tailor, in the case which I have sup- 
posed, might say, if Mr. Weed, unable to rise 
above the consideration of commercial honesty, 
should object to the substitution of two suits of 
blue jeans for the black broadcloth suit which he 
had paid for, ‘*The cloth of which I made these 
garments is warranted by the Constitution, and 
not condemned by Scripture; it is what the com- 
mon people used to wear in the good old times; 
the luxurious monarchs and nobles of the old 
world wear black broadcloth, while the Governor 
of Indiana finds that a suit of blue jeans is good 
enough for him; therefore—three cheers for blue 
jeans !” 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL NORMAL CLASSES, 
By THe Rev. J. H. Vrycent, D.D. 
[THIRD PAPER.) 

COME now to answer the question, ‘‘ How 

shall we overcome difficulties in arranging for 
organizing and conducting normal classes?” In 
our small communities the teachers are few, the 
enthusiasm is lacking, and the discouragements 
are great. 

1. There must be at least one individual in that 
community who has a true idea of the work of 
the Sunday-school. He or she must see that the 
school is a training institution, a school and not 
a prayer-meeting ; a school, and not a Sunday 
concert or sociable ; a school, and not a library 
association. He must recognize the importance 
of thorough preparation on the part of teachers. 

2. This one must find another, and still another 
of like convictions with himself. He must find 
them, or he must raise them up by conversation, 
argument, or distribution of tracts and articles on 
the subject. He must compel others to feel with 
himself the necessity of a higher standard of 
Sunday-school work. 

3. This little coterie of convinced workers must 
organize with a view of increasing the number of 
those who feel the necessity and who are willing 
to adopt some measures for improvement. This 
may be done by talking to the superintendent or 
pastor, or both ; by holding at some private house 
a meeting for a cup of tea and an hour of talk. 

4. The new movement must not involve too 
much work or too much time. Instead of inaugu- 
rating a meeting which shall be continued for all 
time, let those who are interested agree to organ- 
ize for ten or twelve special meetings, A limited 
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number of meetings will be attended by persons 
who could not pledge themselves to be regular at- 
tendants for a long series of services. 

5. Public notices should be given of this meet- 
ing from the pulpit, from the superintendent's 
desk, and in tbe prayer-meeting, that the whole 
ehurch may understand what is contemplated. 

6. In addition to the public notices there should 
be a call sent to each of the Sunday-school teachers, 
and to a few in the advanced classes who may be 
thought willing to devote themselves to such 
work. This personal call should be made in writ- 
ing or by a printed circular, and either handed by 
cne of the interested individuals, who can add 
oral appeal to the printed announcement, or sent 
through the post-office. 

7. The plan of work for the ten meetings should 

be outlined ; the subjects to be studied, the con- 
versations to be conducted, ete. This outline 
will commend itself to those who are anxious to 
learn. 
8. The place of meeting should be well under- 
stood, so that there may be no uncertainty in the 
mind of any one as to where he shall go. _ It 
should be the aim of the managers to have the 
place comfortable, well warmed, and well lighted 
in ample time. 

9. The exercises should be opened punctually, 
made as interesting and instructive as possible, 
and brought to a close before the persons present 
are wearied. 

10. The best man or woman in the community 
should be selected to conduct these exercises. 
Ample preparation should be made, members of 
the class should be encouraged to use blank paper 
and lead pencils freely, to ask questions and to 
offer suggestions. 

11. It should be the aim of every meeting to 
communicate Bible knowledge, to illustrate some 
important teaching of the Bible, to illustrate 
from the members of the class some conscious 
need in connection with their work as teachers, 
and to meet this need, or put them in the way of 
meeting it for themselves. 

12. There should be no discouragement felt if 
but a few are present, and not a single allusion 
should be made to the fact, by those who conduct 
it, that there is but a small turn out. Nothing so 
weakens a meeting as to begin lamenting over the 
absent ones. Numbers do not make a success in 
normal class work. Two persons may conduct a 
good normal class—three will do it better. 

13. The difficulty of coming together in rural 
neighborhoods for the normal class is no greater 
than that of getting together for sewing societies, 
spelling matches, evening parties, or revival meet- 
ings. I have never known the weather to inter- 
fere with a revival meeting after it had once got- 
ten a start. When people are interested they do 
not allow weather to keep them away from a de- 
sirable engagement. ‘* Where there is a will there 
is a way.” 

The writer will be glad to correspond with per- 
sons who are interested in this subject, and will 
be glad to send ‘‘ The Chautauqua Handbook” to 
all who make application at 805 Broadway, N. Y. 

PLAINFIELD, N. J., October, 1877. 


AM I ORTHODOX ? 
By J. FRANK GIBBS. 

OON after the now famous council at Indian 
Orchard I saw a notice in some of the Boston 
papers that the subject before that council would 
be discussed at the Monday morning gathering of 
Congregational ministers. I had been for some 
time shaky regarding the subject, though not un- 
til, in a theological seminary, I had gone behind 
the words of our version—damned, hell and eter- 
nal or everlasting. Of course, thought I, this 
will be an excellent place for one toattend. Here 
certainly tbe orthodox position will be most ably 
defended, and perhaps the other side also. 
Imagine my surprise to hear not one word of ar- 
gument from the essayists concerning the truth 
or falsity of the question. It was even stated 
that that was not the question to be discussed, but 
the question was whether the Congregational 
polity could recognize anything else than the end- 
lessness of punishment. Except in occasional ex. 


pressions like this, ‘‘I believe the Bible teaches 
the endlessness of punishment,” there was but one 
argument that reached my ears in all that hour 
and a half, and that was in substance this: if end- 


less punishment be not true, then Christ died in 
vain, or came into the world upon a useless errand. 

I came away from that gathering both offended 
and grieved. I had thought, boastingly, that 
Congregationalism rested its claim to a place in 
the world, not upon a question of polity but upon 
the eternal foundations of truth. I had fondly 
supposed that a question of this importance 
would be discussed from this standpoint above all 
others. 

Firmly believing that I have been thorough in 
my search, honest in the convictions I have 
formed, firmly believing that the Bible, correctly 
translated, is not decisive upon the subject, I 
am told by a large body of my fellow minis- 
ters that I cannot find fellowship with them, 
simply because I am in earnest and care more for 
truth than for what some choose to call the Con- 
gregational polity. Going tothem for food I am 
given a stone, with velocity added toit. Going 
to them to be taught I am disfellowshiped. 

I find in the English Bible four words, 
‘*‘damned,” ‘‘hell,” ‘‘everlasting,” and eter- 
nal,” that seem to me better translated by con- 
demned, hades and xonian. I went to that gather- 
ing to find if I was wrong in judging thus, and if 
so why? I came away the child of disappoint- 
ment. Some present on the above named occasion 
asserted that they could not conscientiously re- 
main with the denomination did they not believe 
in endless punishment. Others said they would 
leave the ministry if they ceased to believe it. 

I went away not particularly delighted with the 
idea that my fellow ministers had argued the ques. 
tion from such a standpoint. The ministry I en- 
tered is one earnestly seeking truth—not con- 
tented to settle down upon anything whose 
foundations are not eternal. 

If I leave the Congregational polity where shall 
Igo? I am nota Universalist. All I can say is I 
do not know how many or how few will be saved, 
nor bow, nor when, nor where. 

Iam a young man, a stranger tothe public. I 
know I run a great risk in taking this step, as 
some would speak of risks. But truth is worth 
something—will stand a few risks. What can I do 
better than this: resolve to adhere to the right 
and let God see to all risks and lead me where he 
wants me ? 


LETTER FROM SOUTH AFRICA. 
NaTAL, South Africa, October 9, 1877. 
Editor of the Christian Union : 

NATAL will soon have some interesting visitors. It is 
reported that the first expedition to Central Africa from 
the International Association, founded at the suggestion 
of King Leopold I1., will stop awhile in this colony on its 
way to Zanzibar. Their project is grand and gigantic, 
being no less than the opening up a highway for commerce 
across the Continent from Zanzibar to Loango. Other ex- 
peditions, scientific and philanthropic as well as Christian, 
will mark out and construct cross paths to this great cen- 
tral highway. The ‘Christian Express,” a paper pub- 
lished by the Scotch mission in Kaffraria, which we may 
call the *“‘ Missionary Herald” of South “Africa, says: “ It 
is proposed that England, from her South African domin- 
ions, should push a great line of communication from the 
Transvaal northwards, crossing the Zambezi below all the 
falls and rapids, passing behind the Lupata Mountains, 
west of Lake Nyassa, and so on to the south of Lake Tan- 
ganyika. Another British enterprise would probably be 
the construction of a road from Kilwa, on the east coast, 
to tap the north end of Lake Nyassa and to join the great 
route from the south where it ends on Tanganyika. But 
this will more likely be accomplished by a number of 
Scotch capitalists who purpose forming a trading com- 
pany to Eastern Africa. The French will start from 
Algeria and cross the desert of Sahara. The Germans will 
unite this with the work of,.the International Society and 
with the Abyssinian region. The Italians will begin—in- 
deed, have begun—from the Galla country, south of the 
Red Sea, and proceed towards the southwest.” Mighty 
and noble undertakings these, surely! Who can forecast 
the benefit to Africa, if but partially successful‘ The 
‘* Express” goes on to speak of the Christian missions to 
Central Africa, and says: *“‘ These are all from Britain: 
none of them is American.” I confess I read those words 
with a sigh. Why should America stand aloof from an 
enterprise so well calculated to elevate this degraded con- 
tinent, and repair, in some measure, the wrongs she has 
inflicted on her? British Christians seem’ in earnest in 
their intention to annex Africa to the kingdom of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. And is not this object equally dear 
to the hearts of American Christians? I cannot under- 
stand this indisposition on the part of American Christians 
to co-operate with those in other lands in sending light into 
the interior of Africa. 

You may have noticed in the papers thata new Kaffir war 
has broken out in the old colony, or that part of South- 
eastern Africa lying midway between the Cape and Natal. 
It has originated in a quarrel between a tribe of Gcalekas 


and the Fingoes; but as the latter are staunch allies of the 
English, England is involved in it. Happily the pros- 
pect is that this war will not be a general one, like that of 
1852. Already the Gcalekas have been driven from that 
part of the country which they determined to occupy as 
their own. Kreli, the chief of the rebellious tribe, tried 
the auguring art. Two cocks, one representing the En- 
glish Government, the other Kreli, were made to fight; but 
the latter was beaten. This has increased his superstitious 
fears, and it is said he would make peace at once were he 
not under the control of his people. This excitement does 
not seriously affect this colony, nor will it unless there 
should be a rising of the various Kaffir tribes, and of this 
there seems to be no present probability. We rejoice that 
the Governor of the Cape colony, Sir Bartle Frere, is a 
man of justice, as well as a distinguished politician, and 
we feel sure that he will set things right in the old colony, 
if anyone can. The Transvaal, lately annexed to the 
British dominion, is now reduced to quiet and order under 
the able governorship of Sir T. Shepstone, and it presents 
a wide and accessible field for educational and missionary 
efforts. American philanthropists desiring to occupy it, I 
am sure, would receive a hearty welcome. 
Yours truly, 


Netws. 


Items of general and personal interest are solicited 
jor this department from all quarters. 


J. TYLER. 


ABROAD. 

ENGLAND.—‘“ The Leicester Conference” is the title of a 
keen and forcible article in the Rev. R. W. Dale’s monthly, 
‘“The Congregationalist,” and is likely to be the title of 
more articles before the English Independents have done 
with the debate. This conference, it will be remembered, 
was called to meet alongside of the Congregational Union 
of England and Wales, at its late meeting in Leicester, and 
was to consist of those who “feel that agreement in theo- 
logical opinion can no longer be held to be essential to 
religious communion.” The phrase may mean much or 
little, but the vague views of some of the Congrega- 
tionalist ministers who took part in the conference, and 
some of their utterances then and since, have convinced 
such men as Mr. Dale, Mr. Guinness Rogers, and Mr. Ed- 
ward White, that it means a great deal more than it ought 
to mean, and that the yearnings of some of their brethren 
for not only personal but ecclesiastical communion with 
Deists and Pantheists are the expression not so much of 
comprehensive charity as of doctrinal unsoundness. Any- 
how, the question of the proper conditions of religious and 
ecclesiastical communion, about which there has been so 
much vague and sentimental talk of late years, is now up 
for a thorough and practical discussion, from which the 
churches on this side the sea cannot but derive benefit. 


The Sermons of Canon Farrar on eternal punishment 
have been followed by others by Canon Duckworth (a 
canon also of Westminster) in the same sense and in a like 
declamatory style. These sermons, in the brief reports 
that come to us, do not give a favorable idea of the style 
of discussing grave doctrinal questions now prevalent in 
the pulpits of the English Establishment; for they consist 
mainly in the preacher's emphatic reiteration in various 
forms of speech that he extremely dislikes a certain form 
of doctrine. Canon Farrar has written to ‘‘ The Guardian” 
contradicting the report that he had said that the word 
“‘eternal” should have no place in the revised English 
Bible. It was the word “ everlasting,” as applied to pun- 
ishment, to which he objected. 


ScoTLaND.—The Disestablishment Crusade.—The shrewd 
strategy of the Liberal party in following disestablish- 
ment in Ireland with proposals for disestablishing the 
Scotch Kirk has been helped by the curious infelicity of 
their antagonist, Mr. Secretary Hardy, in his recent ad- 
dress to an assembly of Scotch Tories. ‘‘Our party” (so 
he says in substance) “are resolved to resist the disestab- 
lishment in Scotland, because we regard it as the prelude 
to disestablishment in England.” It would seem as if no- 
thing but the very genius of political blundering could 
have inspired such a remark to such an audience. First, 
it is a warning to the Scotch Episcopalian Tories that their 
party in England has deserted them. Secondly, it is a 
warning to thé members of the Established Kirk that 
they are kept up only as a sort of dyke to protect the 
‘black prelacy " and spreading Romanism of the Church 
of England, which they abhor, from being swept away by 
the advaacing tide of Liberalism. Finally, it is an invi- 
tation to all the other churches of Scotland to rally to the 
support of the Liberals. The Free Church, with its 
ancient theoretical prejudice against Voluntaryism, has 
thus far hung back from taking any part in the disestab- 
lishment movement; but it will hardly be able to resist 
such persuasions as the Tory Secretary of War has so un- 
wittingly applied. On the other side of the Tweed, it will 
be amusing to see with what arguments English High 
Churchmen will justify themselves in maintaining by 
public law such a sacrilege as the Scotch Kirk, that so 
their correct and comfortable English Episcopacy may 
continue to enjoy its privileges and revenues. It will not 
be strange if the extreme Ritualists should take this 
oocasion to carry out a threat they have often made, and 
vote the Liberal ticket. ‘ 


ITaALY.—The Pope's Health.—A fortnight ago we were 
waiting from day to day for news of the Pope’s death. 
The ** London Times,” just arrived, speaks in a leader of 
this event as unmistakably impending. But we now not 
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only know that the Pope is out of immediate danger, but 
have reason to doubt whether he has been seriously sick at 
all. During the prevalence of these alarming rumors at 
Rome, when from time to time the story that the Pope was 
actually dead ran through the streets, the Roman organs 
of the Vatican maintained an unbroken silence on the sub- 
ject, and this silence was taken by the people as a sign 
that the news was true. Now, these papers are twitting 
the public with their folly, and representing that a chill, 
a hard cold, and a slight feverish attack were the only 
foundation for all that panic. 


Father Curci is hard at work on his new book, in which, 
while professing that he would not for the world create 
any scandal, he will inevitably say something to hurt the 
feelings of his old friends. 


AT HOME, 

The Rev. Dr. Ryder of Chicago arrives at the conclusion 
that “‘ the orthodox idea regarding the ultimate condition 
of humanity is probably anything the people like to have 
it, depending altogether on the man who preaches it and 
the pulpit in which it is preached.” 


Rev. Dr. S. F. Childs, professor of Biblical and ecclesi- 
astical history in Hartford Theological Seminary, is said 
to be in trouble with the trustees, and a meeting of the 
board will be held during the present vacation for the 
purpose of demanding his resignation. Prof. Childs’s 
friends, while not as yet making public his side of the case 
in full, say that the difficulty is solely a matter of differ- 
ence over his method of preaching and teaching; that he 
is deemed ‘‘ too old fashioned and unpopular in his rugged 
presentation of the sterner features of the harsh old ortho- 
dox creed.” 

A Religious Census.—At a public gathering of the Uni- 
tarian and other churches in Boston, the Rev. Mr. Hale 
said that the population of that city could be divided into 
three sorts of people, with about an equal number in 
each. One hundred thousand belong to or are associated 
with the Protestant churches. Another one-third gravi- 
tate toward or are connected with the Roman Catholic 
churches, and the remaining one-third he thought do not 
gravitate toward either one, and in fact to none at 
all. The third is the class that needs spiritual cultivation. 
The men and women of Boston, he urged, should go out 
Aoward the class. It fills our prisons and is largely made 
up of the children of our immigrant population. 


The Rev. Dr. Parker, an eminent Orthodox divine, of 
Hartford, preached a very forcible sermon Sunday, Dec. 
23, upon the future state of the righteous. He dissented 
from that not uncommon view that Heaven is a place of 
perpetual rest or of unending praise-giving and incense- 
offering, believing it rather a place of beneficent exertion, 
and suggested that possibly Christians might find there 
some employment in carrying the light to those who had 
never seen it while in this world. In this connection he 
said, with marked emphasis, that the old doctrine that the 
great mass of humanity who had never heard of Christ, or 
had never accepted him, would be eternally punished, was 
‘intolerable and outrageous.” ‘ Rather than preach such 
a doctrine,” said he, “I would be forever dumb.” 

A Notable Prayer-Meeting.—Twenty years ago a few 
Christian young men started in a private office in Chicago 
a noonday meeting for prayer. Since that time, among 
all kinds of vicissitudes, it has been continuously sustained. 
In times of general religious interest its power and influ- 
ence have been especially marked. Twice burned out of 
house and home, its identity was not lost, nor its useful- 
ness diminished. For a number of years Mr. Moody, then 
President of the Chicago Y. M. C. A., took an active part 
in the meeting and made it especially a means of grace to 
young men. The twentieth anniversary of the meeting 
was held at Farwell Hall, Chicago, Dec. 20th. Messrs. 
Farwell, Hammond, Jacobs and Cole, Drs. C. H. Everest, 
A. E. Kittredge and others took part in the exercises. 


How the Interest is Kept Up.—A Christian lady, who 
superintends one of the 125 Sunday-schools that have been 
organized by a single missionary of the Sunday-school 
Union in Northern Nebraska, has looked after eighty 
scholars this year, and to increase their interest, though in 
limited circumstances herself, prepared for them a Christ- 
mas festival. The schoolhouse being too small, a barn 
was chosen and fitted up for the occasion. Among the 
gifts were little pocket pin-cushious for men and boys, 
lamp shades and mats for girls and women, home-made 
puzzles, toy books, dolls, etc., all made with her own 
bands or provided with her small means. No one was for- 
gotten. A little, loving message accompanied every 
present—written for the older scholars, pen-printed for 
the younger ones. ‘I stood over her treasures,” says our 
informant, “with moistened eyes and a softened heart, 
asking over and over again, Who will pay for those mid- 
night hours stolen from sleep ? And the words of the 
Saviour came to me, with a new meaning: ‘ She hath done 
what she could.’ 


The Synod of Atlantic has on its roll 113 colored 
churches and but three white ones. It has had a remark- 
able growth in the past seven years, and has the prospect 
of a rapid spread in the future. A very animated meet- 
ing of this Synod closed at Concord, N. C., Dee. 10. It 
was reported that, with much spiritual life and growth, 
some localities have been sadly distracted by the “exodus” 
excitement. Rev. William A. Patton, of Charleston, 
S. C., positively stated that the majority of the leaders 
were disappointed politicians; that no ship had sailed for 
Liberia, nor was there any ship to sail; that there was be 
tween $60,000 and $70,000 in the hands of the officers of 
the Association, for which they give no satisfactory 


account, and that all who contribute to the stock run the 
risk of losing their money. He earnestly advised every 
colored man to avoid the scheme. One session was mostly 
given up to reports upon the efforts of the Roman Catho- 
lics to proselyte the colored people. Many startling de- 
tails were related, from the personal knowledge of the 
members of the Synod, and a committee was appointed to 
collect and give circulation to additional facts bearing 
upon the subject. With respect to the work among the 
Freedmen, it was held that it should receive assistance 
from the Board of Home Missions, and to that end the 
Board and the Freedmen's Committee should co-operate. 
The Synod determined to send to the next General 
Assembly a memorial on this subject. No stronger assur- 
ance of the prosperous future of the colored people in the 
South need be desired than the efforts which they are 
making towards their own education and evangelization. 


The National Reform Convention is the body which de- 
sires a recognition of the Deity in the Constitution of the 
United States. It has recently closed a session at Roches- 
ter, N. Y., at which a number of resolutions were adopted, 
substantially as follows: 


“1. That this is a Christian nation, notwithstanding omis- 
sions in it# fundamental law and inconsistencies in its acts 
and deliverances. 

“2. That any attempt to unchristiafize the Government is 
subversive of its constant traditional policy. 

“3. That the Bible should be retained in the State institu- 
tions of learning and especially in the public schools. 

“4. That the charge of seeking to unite Church and State is 
emphatically repudiated by the Convention. 

“5. That although God is recognized in so many ways by 

the continued acts of the Government, it would still further 
tend to settle this whole question to secure an amendment to 
the National Constitution in which God should be acknowl- 
edged as the ultimate source of all civil autbority and Jesus 
Christ as ruler of the nations."’ 
Following the adoption of the resolutions, addresses were 
made by the Rev. Mr. McAlister, on the subject of civil 
power, and by the Rev. Dr. Campbell, on the topic, * The 
Bible in the Public Schools.” The Rev. Dr. Tully, the last 
speaker, said that if Christian education was neglected we 
would become a nation of atheists. He claimed that citi- 
zens could not be taught their duties properly without the 
Word of God, and that the difference between Scotland 
and Spain was made by the Bible. 


Dr. Eggleston's Church of the Christian Endeavor is 
occupying some share of public attention. The church is 
located in the Eastern District of Brooklyn and was in its 
earlier days the headquarters of the famous Lee Avenue 
Sunday-school. Dr. Eggleston bids fair to revive its old 
reputation. The present Sunday-school numbers over 1000 
children, and it is claimed that the church has more chil- 
dren and young people under its care in proportion to its 
membership than any other in the world. The conspicuous 
and novel feature of the work is an association known as 
the **‘ Endeavor Club,” designed “ for the amusement and 
profit of young men.” Its meeting room is furnished with 
a good library of 500 volumes, games of various sorte and 
a shooting gallery. ‘We think it far better, “says the 
Doctor, “that young men without a taste for reading, or 
with such a taste, who crave excitement, should find 
recreation in shooting with a parlor rifle, in this admirably 
fitted gallery, than in playing cards or billiards in a 
saloon.” Dr. Eggleston’s views as to secondary means of 
grace are very comprehensive. We quote from a recent 
interview in one of the daily papers : 

“It is proper,” he says, “that a church should save men by 

hook and by crook. No man dealing with young men in the 
perils of a great city should stand on the manner of saving 
them. Dr. John Hall says, I know, that it is no more the 
business of a church to furnish amusements than to keepa 
grocery. Very good. If my young men could only be saved 
by my keeping a grocery, | would open one to-morrow—a 
dry grocery, I mean. No man bas larger plans for 
work than I,and no man takes more interest in his work. 
People think that I have accomplished a great deal, but it is 
nothing to what I could do.” 
We wish Doctor Eggleston the largest success in his 
undertaking, and trust that he may find opportunity and 
encouragement to carry out all his plans, even though 
they may sometimes trespass upon our conservative no- 
tions. The series of papers which he has already prom- 
ised for the Christian Union will describe his principles 
and methods more in detail. 


Dr. Tynq’s Project.—We publish herewith a communi- 
cation setting forth the details of Dr. Stephen H. Tyng 
Jr.’s proposed fund for general evangelistic, missionary 
and humanitarian work among the masses of New York 
city : 

To the Editor of the Christian Unton: 

Four great centers of evangelistic and missionary agencies 
are under the general guidance of Dr. Tyng, Jr., viz. : Grand 
Union Hall, Seventh avenue and 34th street: Church of the 
Mediator, lith avenue and 52d street; Church of the Ref- 
ormation, 130 Stanton street; The Mission Home, 4 E. 43d 
street. 

In several of these places daily preaching and teaching ser- 
vicesand namerous Sunday servicesare held, besides Sunday- 
achoola, with more than two thousand children. The Church 
of the Reformation is the special work of the corporation of 
the “ House of the Evangelists."" In addition to these, there 
are under the same general supervision: An Orphapage, 
149 FE. 58d St.; a Dispensary, #4 E. 43d 8t.: a Reformatory 
Home for Christian Care, on a farm of forty acres near Sing 
Sing; the Peatiody Home for Aged Women; besides the An- 
drew and Philip Society for the Evangelization of men; the 
Mar'tha and Mary Society for ministering to sick and deatitute 
women; the Innocents, society of women to provide for poor 
women during their tonfinement; the Burial Society, with a 
large plot of ground in the New York Bay Cemetery ; organ- 
ized bread and coal! distribution, and many minor agencies. 

To put the various agencies represented in this statement 


on a permanent basis, and free from all obligations, it is nec- 
essary to raise the sum of $75.40. For this amount the Cor- 
poration of the Church of tne Holy Trinity is now liable. 
This effort is connected with the completion of the subscrip- 
tion towards the payment of the entire indebtedness of the 
Church of the Holy Trinity, for which object $166,000 have 
already been assumed. 

The benevolent work of these organizations has been prose 
cuted for the good of the neglected classes without denomina- 
tional restrictions or sectarian ends. IT 1s ALL ADDITIONAL 
TO THE ORDINARY PAROCBIAL WORK OF THE CHURCH OF THE 
HOLY TRINITY. 

Since the people are fits objects, why should not those whose 
symnpathies are with\theg{negiected classes be its supporters ? 
No public appeal has ever been made for this work. Its cur- 
rent expenses bave been provided by the Congregation of the 
church of the Holy Trinity and friends of the different Insti- 
tutions. It is now proposed to raise a Fund which may at 
once free this work from Debt and provide for its future 
mainte nance. 

The Terms of Subscription and of the Fund will be as 
follows: 

I. The Principal of the Fund shall be paid for the can- 
celment of the Debt on the premises described in this State 
ment and for no other purpose whatever. 

Il. An agreement shall be taken from the Corporation of 
the Church of the Holy Trinity on the payment of this fund, 
stipulating that an amount equal to the legal interest upon 
the principal sum paid shall annually by the Corporation or 
the Congregation of the Church oft the Holy Trinity be ex- 
pended in the support of undenominational, evangelistic, and 
humaoitarian work among tbe people of New York City. 
Subscriptions to this fund are invited from all who are inter- 
ested in such benevolent work and are ready to co-operate 
in securing its permanent support. Such subscriptions may 
be sent to any one of the undersigned, or to Stepben H.Tyng, 
Jr., 46 East 43d Sireet, and will be acknowledged through the 
Presse 


The subscribers have consented to serve as a committee for 
the receipt of subscriptions and .o pass over moneys received 
by them to the Treasurer of the Corpuration of the Church of 
the Holy Trinity. 

Wu. E. Vop@e, of Phelps, Dodge & Co., 11 Cliff St. 

A. V. Strout, Pres. of Suoce and Leather Kank, 271 Broadway. 

J. M. Monrrsox, Pres. ot Manhattan Co. Bank, #0 Wall St. 

Jas. M. Brown, of Brown Bros. & Co., 59 Wall St. 

J. A. Bostwick, of J. A. Bostwick & Co., 141 Pearl St. 


New York City, December 27th. 1877. 


GLEANINGS. 


—A new Congregational church was organized in Closter, 
N. J., Dec. 28. The pastor is the Rev. A. H. Shaw. 

—Ordination services were lately held at Joy Prairie, 
Ill., the ministerial candidate being Mr. Edwin S. St: ele. 

—The Congregational Society at Grinnell, lowa, owed sev- 
eral hundred dollars to Wendell Phillips, with some years’ 
interest, and he has given them his claim. 

—A good temperance work is being carried on along the 
line of the N. P. R. R.. in Minnesota. Dec. 15, in the frontier 
town of Detroit, 101 names were securcd for the pledge. 

—The Rev. Samuel Lougfcllow, known for many personal 
excellences, as well as for being the poet's brother, has ac- 
cepted an invitation to the charge of the Unitarian Society 
at Germantown, Penn. 

—A recent council at Dwight, Illinois, ordained to the min- 
istry Mr. Wm. C. Rogers, of the last class at,Andover sem- 
inary. The Rev. Messrs. Sherrill, Edwards, Allen, Mont- 
gomery, Langley,and Dr. W.K. Whittlesey took part in the 
services. 

—Mr. R. B. Wright, of the last class at Andover, was or- 
dained at Poplar Grove, Lil., Dec. 26. President A. 8. Chapin, 
of Beloit College, was moderator of the Council. The Rey. 
Mesers. Woodbury, Higley, Whitney and C. H. Richards par- 
ticipated in the services. 

—Tbe Dorchester (Mass.) Second Church celebrates ita 
70th anniversary Jan. 6, and will receive, as a birthday 
gift from its venerable parent, the First Church, which is 247 
years old, two pieces of communion plate, one dated 1678, 
and the other supposed to be considerably older. 

—The new P. E. church of the Transfiguration, in West 
Philadelphia, has been completed and opened for service. 
The edifice is built in the modern Gothic style, of Trenton 
brown stone with granite trimmings, and will seat between 
400 and 500 persons. Its pastor is the Rey. Thos. K. Conrad, 
D. D. 

—Revivals are noted at Manchester Center, N.H., under the 
preaching of the Rev. O. L. Leonard, and at White River 
Junction, Vt., where the Rev. A. J. Hough is pastor. From 
no congregation at all, when he began, last spring, the latter 
has now a regular attendance of 300, among whom are many 
converta. 

—A series of religious meetings preparatory to Mr. Moody's 
February campaign in Springfield, Mass., begins in that city 
January 7th—the first day of the week of prayer. The ser- 
vices at Providence were held until the Saturday before 
Christmas with undiminished interest. Atone of the last 
meetings 150 rose for prayer. The Evangelists are now at 
Hartford, Ct. 

—Calls have been received and accepted as follows: By the 
Rev. Willis E. Hadley, of Newington, to the Congregational 
church at Rye, N. H.; by the Rev. F. E. Davison of Pittsfield, 
N. H., to the Free Baptist church at Pawtucket, R. 1.; by the 
Rev. J. R. Prior to the Kingston, R.I., Congregational church; 
by the Rev. C. W. Ward, of Providence, R. 1. to St. Paul's 
P. E. Church, Winona, Minn.; and by the Rev. J. R. Chalmers, 
of Fair Haven, Vt., to Albert Lea, Minn. 

—The First Presbyterian Church of Bridgeport, Conn., has 
extended a call to the Rev. Henry A. Davenport, of New 
York. Mr. Davenport bas been for five years the faithful 
and acceptable pastor of the Alexander Mission Chapel of 
Dr. John Hall's church. Under his ministry the con- 
gregation has enjoyed almost a continuous revival. His 
place, if he leaves it. will be a difficult one to fill. Good mis- 
sion pastors do not grow on every tree. 

—Announcement has been made for some time of an ap- 
proaching Lutheran Free Diet. Its first session was held at 
Philadelphia, Dec. 27. Papers were presented by the Rev. 
Dr. Luther, of Reading, Pa., upon the “ Linguistic Relations 
of the Lutheran Church; and by the Rev. Dr. J. A. Seiss 
upon the “ Misunderstandirngs and Misreprestacations of the 
Lutheran Church.” Both of these topics excited considera- 
ble discussion. The meetings were to be continued during 
following days. 
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ASA FAITHFUL TO RIS GOD, 
Jan. 13. 2 Chron., xiv., 1-1L 

* Lord, it is nothing with thee to help, whether with many 
or with them that have no power."’—2 CHRON., xiv., Il. 

HE humility of Rehoboam was of short duration. 

The man that could be content with shields of 
of brass for the golden shields of his father was not 
of a sort to take greatly to heart the humiliation 
that had fallen on the nation through his folly. He in- 
herited from Solomon his love of ease and display, but 
not his energy and administrative ability. The idola- 
tries which Solomon bad suffered Rehoboam did not 
expel. ‘‘ He did evil because he prepared not his heart 
to seek the Lord.” 

His son Abijah was a man of greater vigor. He had 
no sooner ascended the throne than be organized an 
army and declared war against Jeroboam. The force 
on Israel’s side was double that of Judah. (a) Jeroboam, 
borrowing a stroke of strategy from that practiced by 
Joshua in his attack of Ai, (4) laid an ambush for the 
attacking army of Judah. But Abijah had the relig- 
ious feelings of the peopie. The presence of the priest- 
bood and the sound of the sacred trumpets inspirited 
Judah as much as they dispirited Israel. A panic fell 
on the larger army. It was defeated Wiea @ loss of 
more than half its entire numbers. Jeroboam never 
recovered from the blow. (c) 

The religious appeal of Abijab on the eve of this de- 
cisive battle was the act rather of a politic than of a 
deeply religious prince. And when bis son Asa came 
to the throne, he found the kingdom still divided in its 
allegiance between the worship of the God of David 
and the idolatrous worship of the wives of Solomon. 
The monuments of their influence still remained. 
‘“‘The Temple was hemmed in by dark idolatries on 
every side: Mount Olivet was covered with heathen 
sanctuaries, monumental stones, and pillars of Baal; 
wooden statues of Astarte, under the sacred trees, ap- 
peared at every turn in the walks around Jerusalem. 
The Valley of Hinnom had received that dreadful aaso- 
ciation of sacrificial fires and gloomy superstition 
which it never lost. The royal gardens of Tophet were 
used fur the same purpose.” (d) 

Asa’s reign is notable for two events: 

1. His first act was to declare war against the licen- 
tious rites which bad invaded the holy city. The horri- 
ble nature of heathen religions cannot be even so much 
as hinted at in these columns. The description given 
by Paul in Romans, ch. 1, has its full realization in the 
religious rites of the heathens. Asa’s first act was to 
declare war against the licentious rites which had thus 
invaded the city of Jehovah. The campaign was not 
completed till later; but it was begun at once. He 
broke down the images; be cut down the wooden 
statues of Ashtoreth (e) the goddess of the Pheaician 
religion; he took away the heathen altars from the high 
places where, ip direct violation of the Mosiac laws (/) 
they bad been erected; and though he did not attempt 
to prohibit absolutely all worship in these places, to 
which custom had endeared the people (g) he might 
bave cited in his defense the example of Samuel, Saul, 
David and Elijah, all of whom offered sacrificial wor- 
ship to the true God away from tabernacle or temple.(A) 

2. While thus reviving and re-establishing the true 
religion he did not neglect the secular prosperities of the 
kingdom. He walled in many of the cities, making 
fortifications out of what had been unwalled towns and 
villages. He reorganized the army on the Egyptian 
model, with spearmen and archers; and he thus pre- 
pared for what is believed to have been the next step in 
his administration. 

8. Ever since the invasion of Shishak Judab had been 
tributary to Egypt. Asa resolved to throw off the yoke 
to which Rehoboam had submitted. It was perhaps as 
& preparation for such a war of independence that bis 
father, Abijah, bad invaded Israel; that Egypt might 
have no ally. This is indeed conjectural; what is certain 
is that Terah, the Ethiopian, came up out of Egypt to 
repeat the invasion of Shishak. His army of a million 
men was probably largely composed of tributaries, 
Arabs of the desert, half savage tribes from the east- 
ern shore of the Red Sea, and perhaps African allies 
from further Egypt. A small and compact body of 
regular troops formed the nucleus of the immense host. 
Asa marched out to meet it and offerit battle. This was 
not a fool-hardy act; the only hope of preventing a 
general devastation of the land was by such an attack. 
The brief report of the battle, which history has pre- 
served, recalls the analogously brave aseault on the 
allied armies of Turkey before Vienna, in the 17th 
century, by Sobieski of Poland. Asa marched out 
of the hills upon the host; struck the army in 
the center; pierced it; threw the chariots into dis- 
order; drove savage allies on either side in confusion; 
and routed the whole army so utterly that no attempt 
even was made to recover and re-form and renew the 


invasion, It is the only instance in the bistory of the 

Jewish kingdom in which a Jewish army met and de- 

feated in the field one of the great world-powers. 
THOUGHTS FOR THE CLASS, 


The character and career of Asa afford a notable illus- 
tration of true religious warfares. 

1. He began with a genuine unselfish endeavor to re- 
establish the worship of the true God. In this he set 
himself against the influence of the court; the fasbion 
of the age; the popular sentiment. He did it before 
danger threatened; not for personal benefit; not because 
it was popular; but because it was “‘ right in the eyes of 
the Lord his God” (ver. 2). 

2. He exercised forecast; foresaw the danger of at- 
tack; prepared himself for it. There was for him no 
excuse for laziness. 

8. When the danger came he went forth to meet it; 
gathered all the army he could; used his own best 
endeavor. God helps those who help themselves. 

4. The aspect of the enemy, his overflowing numbers, 
inspirited instead of daunting his faith. ‘* Lord, it is 


nothing with thee to help, whether with many or with | 


them that have no pow®ér.” 

5. The voice of his faith. 
help. That was the cry of faith. (2) For we rest on 
thee. That was the cry of trust. (3) In thy name we 
go against this multitude. That was the cry of iden- 
tification. Their cause was also the cause of God "(¢) 

6. Asa’s faith and Asa’s battle a type of the Chris- 
tian’s campaign. See and illustrate Luke xiv., 31, 32; 
Rom. viii., 31, 34, 37. *° 

(a) There is some doubt whether the figures should be, as 
in our English version, 400,009 and 800,000 men (2 Chron.., xiil., 
3), or 40,000 and 80,000 men; but of the proportion there is 
no doubt. 

(b) Josh., ch. 8&8. 

(c) 2Chron., ch. 13. Milman’s “ Hist. of Jews,” |., 224. 

(d) dtanley'’s ** Jewish Church,” 431. 

(e) Mistranslated “ groves,”’ in our English Bibles. 

(f) Lev. xxvi., 30; Num., xxxlii.. @: Deut., xii., 11-14; 
xxxiii., 

(g) 2 Chron., xv., 17. 

(h)1 Sam., vil.. 10; x.,5; xill..9; xiv., 3%; 
xviii., 30; 1 Chron., xxi., 3. 

() “ The National 8. 8. Teacher.” 


TRACTS FOR TEACHERS 


FIFTY-ONE SUNDAYS. 

How fast they go! At the year’s end, when we look 
back, what shall we have accomplished! That depends 
much upon how we start. How many Sundays can we 
afford to be absent this year? How severe must be the 
headache or the storm to keep us from our classes? Can 
you imagine our Saviour, when some were waiting to be 
taught, staying in because it rained or he was not quite 
well? 

This grand principle needs settling: Shall you teach this 
year for recreation, because you like it, to quiet conscience! 
Or for the sake of the Lord Jesus, and to save souls! Set- 
tling that question will decide the lesser ones. Working 
to please the Master and to win some souls, we shall learn 
the quiet rest and hope and faithfulness that come from 
saying, from the heart, these words: “* Lord, it is nothing 
with thee to help, whether with many or with them that 
have no power: help us, O Lord, our God; for we rest on 
thee, and in thy name we go.” 


Hooks and Authors. 


BOSTON MONDAY LECTURES. 

The Boston Monday Lectures have been so long fa- 
miliarly known to the public and so carefully pondered 
by thousagds, both hearers and readers, that it seems 
almost useless to call] attention to the two volumes which 
lie before us. This must serve as the reason why the 
first series, which was published in a volume some two 
months ago, was not noticed in ourcolumnos. With the 
publication of the second series comes the announce- 
ment of the third—to be entitled *‘ Orthodoxy "—and 
the statement that the public bave called for twelve 
thousand cepies of the first. These indications show 
that the Lectures will attain a wide circulation as books. 
If so they will be carefully pondered and, perbaps, 
severely criticised. We owe it as a duty to our readers 
to give them some estimate of their trustworthiness and 
authority in science and philosophy. Their merits are 
obvious. Mary of the statements are clear and forci- 
ble, the discriminations are subtle, and the conclusions 
in general are soursd. Mr. Cook is profoundly inter- 
ested in his themes. Indeed, be never fails to be kindled 
into enthusiasm by their transcendent importance. He 
understands the reach of the physiological questions 
which he discusses and the philosophical problems 
which he essays to solve. His mind is penetrating and 
subtie. He delights in an argumeast, and is the last 
man to fear an antagonist. It would not be easy to de- 
cide whether be possesses the logical or the imaginative 
powers in excess. It is certain that the latter are Juxu- 
riant and irrepressible. His reading in literature is wide, 


' Biology, with Preludes on Current Events. By Joseph Cook. 
Boston: J. R. Osgood & Co. 1877. 
Tranacendentaliam, 87%. 


‘*(1) No one like thee to 


xvi..5; 1 Kings’ 


and the results seem ever ready at tis all. Hs illustra- 
tions—many of them—are very far fetched and not 
always appropriate, but they are always striking, even 
when they offend by their extravagance. His rhetoric 
is sometimes astounding but it is never commonplace. 
Now and then bis patbos is moving avd be rises to a 
strain of lofty eloquence. There isn uch overdoing in 
all the forms of bad taste, of pedantry, of references 
and learned names, bombastic metaphors and frightful 
similes, and yet there often is the ring of genuine 
strength, sagacity and skill. He has succeeded in in- 
vesting with a popular interest subjects which are 
usually thought to be altogether beyond the reach of 
popular comprehension. He has exposed the shallow- 
ness of not a few prevalent sophistries which seemed 
rapidy exalting atheistic materialism into the fashion of 
the hour, and he has brought thousands of men to stop 
and revise their hastily formed beliefs or no beliefs in 
the light of a sound philosophy and a quickened con- 
science. We give him all honor for what his lectures 
bave achieved, whether beard in Boston or read in the 
newspapers. We rejoice in all that his books will ac- 
complish when pondered thoughtfully and critically 
scrutinized by earnest seekers after truth or by sharp- 
eyed critics. 

It should neither surprise nor offend any friend of 
Mr. Cook, or of the cause which he defends, to be told 
that his volumes are open to serious criticism, or, at 
least, to grave questioning in certain matters of detail 
which are by no means unimportant. He does not al- 
ways do justice to bis opponents. He bas neither an 
adequate, a just or a generous sympathy for those 
tendencies of modern science which have carried so 
many of its votaries over to materialistic and atheistic 
extremes. Ile is not always fair to his antagonists’ ar- 
guments. He seems incapable of looking at the phenom- 
ena of the universe from the point of view taken by 
Huxley and Tyndall, or of moving on the lines of in- 
duction from their starting points, and bence he cannot 
‘*understand their ignorance” or their errors, or how 
they fall into either. Hence he does not always fairly 
represent them. More than once he makes a point 
against Tyndall or Bain as committing a logical blunder, 
when the error is one of very violent improbability, 
amounting to simple absurdity. More than one of his 
apparent logical discomfitures of his absent and non-re- 
plying respoudents, which brought down the house of 
bis presumably competent auditors, was anything 
rather than a manifest success. Indeed, were an un- 
friendly critic to mark the climaxes of argument which 
were most frequently arres'ed by (Applause), he would 
conclude that in the majority of instances the applause 
was not proportioned to the capacity of any average 
audience (outside of Boston at least) to appreciate the 
really most convincing parts of hisown argument. The 
most charitable conclusion is that the manner of the 
speaker was in these cuses mure effective than the 
matter. 

Mr. Cook is not always fair even to his own friends, 
We are confident that the very free use which be makes 
of the name of the eminent Professor Lotze and the com- 
parative, if not the absolute, unfrequency with which 
he cites his opinions or his reasons for them, would be 
anything but pleasing to that distinguished philosopher. 
Mr. Cook uses his name with greater freedom than that 
of any German philosopher, but he never, so far as we 
have noticed, bas introduced a single one of the many 
peculiar solutions which he has furnished to the obscure 
and knotty problems of psycho-pbysiology. It is true 
that Lotze asserts the spirituality and possible immor- 
tality of the soul, but it is not true that his views of 
the relations of life to mechanism are such as Mr. 
Cook bas allowed his auditors to infer. To give the 
briefest statement of Lotze’s views from the Mikrokos- 
mus would be impossible within our limits. From the 
sketch of his system in the second volume of Ueberweg’s 
“History of Philosophy,” pp. 212-321, we gather that 
he adopts what seems very near to a mechanical theory 
of life and seeks to explain all organic phenomena by 
mechanical laws. It is true that by means of his 
peculiar philosophy he finds reom in nature for design 
and God. Of the friendly attitude which Lotze holds 
towards those who resolve life into mechanism Mr. 
Cook gives no bint that he is at all aware, and certainly 
the dramatic act with which be personates the “first 
philosopher of Germany” as “‘tearing into shreds the 
materialistic or mechanical theory of the origin of liv- 
ing tissues and the soul” hed more of melodramatic 
energy than of sober and quiet assurance. 

No candid critic would be disposed to deny that Mr. 
Cook's setting forth of the wondrous operations of bio- 
plasm is in the highest degree eloquent and impressive. 
But the discoveries of Mr. Beale even when mag- 
nified through the most powerful of lenses can 
enable no man to assert that we ‘stand with open 
eyes before” any other ‘‘revelation of Almighty 
God” than that which all organization and life are 
everywhere ani at every moment revealing to the eyes 
that are not closed against faith in spiritual being. 
We can easily understand how his vivid {fllustra- 
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tions and eloquent words should lead his hearers 
to suppose that the physiological facts which he un- 
folds demonstrate God and spirit by scientific neces- 
sity. But the misfortune is that a cooler judgment 
must pronounce that, while the facts are striking in 
themselves and are set forth with startling effect, the 
gulf between matter and spirit cannot be crossed even 
by one of Mr. Cook’s gigantic strides in the way in 
which he would persuade himself and his auditors. We 
bave po doubt that Mr. Cook is a diligent reader and 
an honest interpreter of the many writers whose names 
he so freely cites. But the appeal to great names will 
neither convince nor silence the inquirer or doubter who 
atks for the reasons of these opinions, and one con- 
vincing refutation is worth a hundred imposing authori- 
ties. So much must suffice for the first volume, on 
Biology. 

The second volume, on Transcendentalism, is in many 
respects unlike the first. It is unlike it in the theme; it 
is unlike it in the treatment of the theme. And yet we 
discern upon every page evidences of the same strength 
and weakness which cbaracterize the volume on 
Riology. The title is unfortunate. It is plain that the 
author did not select it with any very definite concep- 
tion of its import, or of the uses to which he intended 
to apply it. It is clear, indeed, that he proposed to 
himeelf (in a general way) to discuss the doctrines 
taught by Theodore Parker; and inasmuch as Mr. 
Parker was called a Transcendentaljst because he 
taught the Absolute Religion as opposed to Historical 
Christianity, Mr. Cook found himself discussing the 
metaphysics of intuition and axiomatic truth without 
baviog measured beforehand the stretches of aridness 
over which he was thereby committed to tread, and 
possibly the bogs of mire in which he might inadver- 
tently be caught. But Mr. Cook is not a man to flinch, 
and he went beadlong into his work before he had 
clearly estimated its nature or the positions of his an- 
tagonists. He tinds, first of al., that his antagonists are 
no longer materialists; that they believe in the soul, as 
contrasted with organized matter, as fervently and as 
stubbornly as bimself. Next, that they believe in God, 
and in a personal God, as positively as he does. Next, 
that they believe in the authority of moral relations 
and their permanence as positively as the most orthodox 
Christians. Next, that they believe in immortality as 
firmly as he can. They even go beyond himself some- 
what, in that they assert that all these truths are 
axiomatic and self-evident. Mr. Cook believes in ‘n- 
tuitions aud axioms, in trutbs that are almost self- 
evident but are gained by a single step of 
something which be calls insight. Why, then, does 
he accept, and Mr. Parker and his friends reject, a 
Supt roatural Revelation as necessary or even possible ’ 
Plainly because Mr. Parker does not believe in human 
sinfulness, or at least in such a degree and desperate- 
ness of human sinfulness as to make it incapable of 
self-recovery. This was the point to make with Mr. 
Parker and the believers in the Absolute Religion. In- 
etead of driving directly at this result, Mr. Cook uses 
four lectures in explaining the nature of Transcenden- 
talism in metaphysics and in endeavoring to fir d some 
philosopbical differerces betwcen himself and Mr. Par- 
ker in regard to intuition, instincts and insight, which 
will enable him to put Mr. Parker in the wrong. But 
in this effort he puts himself in the wrong quite as 
often as he does Mr. Parker, as might easily be shown, 
and does not advance a single step in meeting the great 
questios, How can a Transcendentalist like Mr. Cook, 
who believes io instincts and intuitions as fervently as 
do Transcer dentalists like Mr. Parker, who believes, as 
be says, that these are ‘‘ supreme revelations” of God 
in the soul of man, how can he believe that God can 
or ought to make any other revelation, and what de- 
cisive reason is there to believe that be bas made such a 
revelation in and by Jesus Christ? At last he comes 
up to the decisive difference between Mr, Parker and 
bimself. He shows that Mr. Parker docs not believe in 
sin in any such sense as be believes im it, and as all 
Christian believers must accept it. He exposes Mr. 
Parker's defects in this particular, not in the fairest and 
most decorous way conceivable, in our opinion, but 
still effectively, and then makes no use of them whatever in 
his argument. He dues not even seem to be aware that 
he bas gained a position by which he can vindicate his 
non-rationalistic Transcendentaliem, in demonstrating 
that it is altogether compatible with the acceptance of 
Jesus Christ as a Supernatural Revealer and revelation 
from God. He goes so far himself as to say that man has 
an intuitive discernment of sin, and he does not see that 
be might with the same propriety say that mao bas an 
intuitive discernmeat that Cobrist is God mapifest 
to redeem and save. Instead of conducting this irre- 
sistible argument to its grand and decisive conclusion, he 
spends much time in giving the fruits of bis varied 
reading, and in doubtful discussions about intuitions 
and iostincts, but misses his oppcertunity to vindicate the 
eause and name of his Master. 

At this point he takes leave of Transcendentalism and 
the Absolute Religion, and only “returns occasicnally to 


Mr. Parker afterwards, to give a slight controversial) 
and personal interest to his discussion of the several 
topics which are subsequently treated. What he seys 
upon these topics is often very well and very forcibly 
but the subjects themselves have no special pro- 
priety in this connection. Indeed, all] the lectures after 
the fifth would come more appropriately under 
the title of the third volume, to be entitled Orthodoxy, 
than under tbat of Transcendentalism. It is true that 
Mr. Parker's words are in most cases first introduced as 
texts upon which Mr. Cook comments and replies, but 
Mr. Parker's views on these topics are not in any special 
sense the outgrowth of the Transcendental philosophy. 
They are common to nearly all Theists who reject 
Christ, because they have no occasion for a Redeemer. 
We find no special reason to crticise the three lectures 
on the Fina) Permanence of Moral Character, the Per- 
mission of Moral Evil. The Religion R+ quired by the 
Nature of Things and Communion with a Personal 
God. All these lectures are in Mr. Cook's better vein. 
He is earnest and eloquent, and speaks from bis own 
convictions to the corsciences of bis hearers. He is 
less extravagant in his rhetoric, although some of bis 
illustrations are grotesque and strained. We cannot 
say that his quotations are less forced, but that the 
grandeur of the themes seems in a sense to overawe 
and dispel Mr. Cook’s thoughts about himself and to 
make him simple and natural at times, even in spite of 
a tendency to be sensational and bizarre. 

We cannot speak so favorably of thediscussion of 
the Trinity and Tritheism. The asseverations con- 
cerning the unity of God and tbe allusions to the mono- 
theism of Islam seem in wretched taste, and morally 
most offensive, and the theory by which he seeks to ex- 
plain and expound his belief in God as three-fold to be 
eminently unsatisfactory, whether it is viewed in the 
light of philosophy or of the declarations of the New 
Testament. Its inconsistency with itself becomes 
manifest when we compare the representations given 
on pages 261-2, 3. with those on pages 249 90. The 
violence of the interpretations and logic which are used 
in ‘‘ scientifically’ demonstrating the doctrine of the 
Trinity or tri-unity of manifestations, from Parker's 
doctrine that God is ompipresent in mind and matter 
through the universe, is an example of intellectual dar- 
ing which surpasses our ordinary experience. And yet, 
in connection with these unwarrantable assertions, there 
are some passages of elevated Christian eloquence to 
which every devout soul would respond with a some- 
what more intelligeot applause than Mr, Cook evokes 
on Many occasions. 

We have no doubt that these Monday lectures will be 
eminently useful in stimulating inquiry, even if they do 
not always satisfy it. The critical readers of the first 
volume wil! be the most difficult to be pleased. Should 
Mr. Cook fail to satisfy them, they migbt try the Rev. 
Mr. Martineau’s ‘‘ Reply to Professor Tyndall,” and 
Mr. Bixby’s ‘‘ Lowell Lectures,” published by Messrs. 
Appleton & Co. 


In the *‘ Frank Nelson Series” of Porter & Coates, ** The 
Boy Traders,” by Harry Castlemon, tells the adventures 
among the boers, or Dutch farmers of Africa, of the 
sportsman’s club, with which the readers of these books 
are already acquainted. There is plenty of adventure, 
and some valuable information, all conveyed in lively 
style. 

G. P. Putnam's Sons have published in extremely taste- 
ful form, with illustrations, a fairy-tale book of unusual 
significance and novelty, ‘*‘ Wonderworld Stories,” from 
the Chinese, French, German, Hebrew, Hindostanee, Hun- 
garian, Irish, Italian, Japanese, Russian, Swedish and 
Turkish, collected and translated by Marie Pabka and 
Margery Deane. Most of these stories have never ap- 
peared in English before ; and their natural peculiarities 
as well as their fancy and grace will attract to them older 
readers than the children to whom we suppose, in their 
present form, they are addressed. 


Jules Verne, the irrepressible and interminable, has done 
it again, and more wildly than ever. This time planets, 
comets, orbits, physical geography aggravated by astron- 
omy, are mingled with some touches of passion and ro- 
mance to make a story notably tiresome for such an 
exciting one, and notably exciting for such a tiresome one. 
This is apt to be the character of all Verne’s stories—** The 
Courier of the Czar” being a happy exception, in its 
healthy interest and simplicity. The present work, “‘ Hec- 
tor Servadac,” is handsomely printed and profusely illus- 
trated, in the style of the first American edition of the 
famous ‘“‘Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Sea.” 
Scribner publishes it. 


The Berean Question Book for 1878 has some very de- 
cided advantages over lesson papers, and is certainly one 
of the best of the numerous books of its kind which have 
been prepared for our young people. Its-editor-in-chief, 
Dr. J. H. Vincent, needs no recommendation to our read- 
ers, and personal acquaintance with three of his assistants, 
Messrs. Hurlburt, Babcock and M'Gee, enables us to give 
assurance of the thoroughness and spirituality of their 
work. The teachings of each lesson are very well sum- 
marized ; the geographical and | iographical dictionary at 
the end is admirable; the symbols do not impress us—but, 
then, we never bave been able to master the mysterious 
symbolism of the blackboard. Ten temperance lessons are 


added in an appendix. They contain some useful statist- 
ical matter. The two lessons on “* The Bible and Temper- 
ance,” which do not contain even a single Scriptural ref- 
erence, are the least satisfactory. (Nelson & Phillips.) 

To write a good child’s book is confessed a most difficult 
task. To write a “ goody” book is easv; and it is not a 
labor to impart instruction—if the child knows a good deal 
to start with. But to write a book for children that shal! 
attract from the beginning, instruct throughout and amuse 
innocently. belengs to the fewest writers. One of these 
few is Chas. Dudley Warner, whose “‘ Being a Boy ” (J. R. 
Osgood & Co.) is a great success in the way of delicate hu- 
mor. happy and robust good sense. We are sorry that the 
chapter on ** The Revival ” did not leave John in a better 
condition. We once knew a boy to whom a revival was a 
permanent benetit. Lockwood, Brooks & Co. issue the 
first of the children’s art series, entitled ‘“‘All Around a 
Palette,” written by Lizzie W. Champney and illustrated 
by J. W. Champney (‘‘Champ”), who illustrated Mr. 
Warner's book also. This is an engrossing book for 
“grown ups” as well as little folks. Each color on the 
palette is the text for a story. ‘“ Ultramarine—over the 
sea,” “* Terra Verde—Christmas Greens,” and so on all the 
way ‘round. These stories are either told or instigated by 
the two Paint Bogies, Tint and Caricature. Quite an 
amount of genuine art knowledge is thus conveyed.—— 
From the same house we receive the second volume of the 
Long Ago Series of Ellis Gray. It is called ** The Cedars.” 
Excellent Reading; perhaps, like the ‘* Palette,” a trifle 
mature.—— Roberts Bros. have made up a fourth volume 
out of *‘ Aunt Jo’s Scrap-Bag,” ‘* My Girls,” “ Lost in a 
London Fog,” ** Marjorie’s Three Gifts,” and other charm- 
ing stories in Miss Alcott’s wholesome vein. This scrap- 
bag, like that of the Swiss Family Robinson, seems to 
produce all manner of good things on demand. ‘“‘A Great 
Emergency” (Roberts Bros.), by Mrs. Ewing, is the ac- 
count, well told, of a boy who went in ‘forced quest of 
duty " and missed a first-class setae near at home. 


L ITER ARY NOTES. 

—In the February number of ‘Harper's Magazine 
William Black begins his new nove! ** Macleod of Dare.” 
with illustrations by Millais. 

—Professor Mommsen’s sixtieth birthday has recently 
been celebrated. A congratulatory address was presented 
to him by a deputation of about sixty university pro- 
fessors. 

—Miss Kate Field has had a large piece of good fortune 
in the publication of articles in the ** London Times,” and 
in the proposals of the journal to receive and print other 
matter from her pen. 

—Mr. Lawrence B. Thomas, of Baltimore, Md., has pre- 
pared a volume of ‘Genealogical Notes” containing the 
pedigree of the Thomas family in that state, and of numer- 
ous collateral branches. 

—The “ Magazine of American History,” having com- 
pleted its first year, shows an attractive table of contents. 
A large amount of historical and biographical informa- 
has been rescued from oblivion and given a permanent 
character in its pages. 

—Messrs. H. O. Houghton and Company, publishers of 
the ** Atlantic Monthly,” have purchased the good-will and 
subscription list of the ‘** Galaxy,” hitherto published by 
Messrs. Sheldon & Co., of New York, and the “‘ Galaxy ~ 
will now be merged with the Boston magazine. 

— Letters addressed to Santa Claus are apt to miscarry 
for want of specific direction. One taken out of a street 
letter box in Boston the other day bore only the name of 
the old saint without street or town. Another dropped in 
the New York post office was inscribed “Santa Claus, 
North Pole.” 

—The January-February number of the **‘ North American 
Review " leads off with an article on Charles Sumner by 
Senator Hoar, and contains articles by Prof. John Fiske. 
Dion Boucicault, J. Randolph Tucker, W. G. H. Lecky, 
Gen. Richard Taylor, W. W. Story, Bayard Taylor, Gen. 
Geo. B. McClellan and Manton Marble. 

—A rare collection of Bibles is to be found in the Lenox 
Library, N. Y. The most famous and valuable is a copy 
of the Mazarin Bible—so called because a copy of the same 
edition was owned by Cardinal Mazarin. It was the first 
book printed with movable type, and came from the press 
of Gutenberg at Mentz in 1455. Only one other copy is 
known to exist on this continent, ewned by the estate of 
the late Geo. Brinley, of Hartford, and soon to be sold by 
his executors. The last copies sold in London brought re- 
spectively $17,000 and 215,550. Another curiosity in the 
same library is the original copy of Washington's farewell 
aildress, for which Mr. Lenox paid the sum of 32,008. 


BOOKS RECEIVED. 

[The receipt of all new publications delivered at the Hadit- 
orial Rooms of thia paper will be acknowledged in ita earliest 
subsequent issue. Publishers will confer a favor by promptly 
advising ua of any omiasion in this reapect. Accompanying 
memoranda of prices are desirable in all cases. } 


Authors and Titles. Publishers. Price. 
Haserman, Rev. Miller,’ Greenwced and Other Poem-.” 
Holmes. 
Luoke, Wm., host: Ty of Art.” Wo. it......... Dodd & Mead. 
MecKoniebt George. Gro The autonor. 
reck, Wm. G., Pb.D., UL.D., Complete Ar'thmeti-«. 
mov. P. A..* Thankeat Se Barnes 1 
Strobel, v. - an ving Sermon.’ 
Weodruff. Knapp & Cw. 
Wi'son, J. Al ..Putoam:. | 


ado 
Whiteomb, loa “Topical Chart.’ 


.S. Barnes & Co. 2:0 


We also received current numbers the following 
catio 

Art Journal, Blackweod’s, “atalowue Un Theo!. 
Sem , New Chureb inaependent, North American neview, Woras 
dor the New Church. 


MUSIC RECEIVED. 


From ©. J. WHITNEY & Co. “ Twtitebt; Polke Keverte.” by 
cer Lene. ¢..and When that Name wf Thine's 
Music by Rpercer tare, 
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SPECIAL NOTICE. 


Subscriptions are flowing in 
upon us so rapidly, and accom- 
panied with so many generous 
expressions of appreciation and 
good will, the publisher desires to 
acknowledge them here with 
thanks. It is impossible for him 
to reply to each cordial letter. 
The spirit is willing, but there is 
neither time nor strength for it, 

Subscribers are reminded that 
we do not send receipts for sub- 
acriptions unless the request is 
accompanied by a three cent 
stamp. It would entail a very 
large and unnecessary expense ; 
for the yellow address label on the 
paper of each subscriber is a suf- 
ficient receipt in law. If after 
your remittance it is not changed 
in two weeks, drop us a postal 
card, and we will investigate and 
reply. 

Our offer of WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY 
and BARNES’S CENTENNIAL HISTORY 
as premiums is attracting general attention, 
We give WEBSTER'S UNABRIDGED 
(price $12) and the CHRISTIAN UNION to 
one subscriber for three years, or for one 
year to three subscribers for 212, or to any 
one who will send us sir new subscribers 
and $18, we will present a copy of the DIC- 
TIONARY. To a subscriber who will send 
tm one new name at the same time with his 
own renewal and $6, we will send, postage 
prepaid, ABBOTT ON ACTS (Rev. Lyman 
Abbott), price $1.50; or, his renewal and 
four new names with $15, BARNES’S POP 
ULAR HISTORY, or ONE HUNDRED 
YEARS OF AMERICAN INDEPEN- 
DENCE (A. 8S. Barnes & Co., New York)—a 
work of rare value—handsomely printed 
and bound, and profusely illustrated, 1 vol., 
royal 8vo, 664 pp., cloth, gilt sides, price 36. 
Any one may secure this work, and the 
paper for one year, by sending ¥6. 


A MOTHER was hugwing and kissing a“ four 
year old,” when she exclaimed, “Charley, 
what does make you so sweet’ Charley 
thought a moment, and having been taught 
that he was made out of the dust of the 
ground, replied, with a rosy smile, “I think, 
mother, God mutht have put alittle thugar in 
the dutht, don’t you?” 


Rev. Geo. Muller. 


There bas been published and isfor sale at 
this office apamphiet containing the two ad- 
Greases relative to the orphan houses on 
Ashley Down, Bristol, England, and the other 
objects of the Scriptural Knowledge Institu- 
tion for Home and Abroad, recently delivered 
by Rev. Geo. M filler. 

It is not understood by many persons that 
Mr. Mtiller came to America simply as an 
evangelist, as Mr. Moody went to England. 
Coming only for the purpose of preaching the 
Gospel, he has been quite averse to giving de- 
tailed accounts here of bis European work, 
jest it should seem to be his desire to obtain 
pecuniary assistance. 

It was only after the most earnest solicita- 
tion that he consented to give in Plymouth 
Church the two addresses here published from 
a verbatim report. after having undergone 
his personal supervision. 

Mr. Miiller was reconciled to repeat this 
narrative in the hope that the account which 
it gives of God's dealings with him would in- 
cite Christians, in al) the affairs of life, to seek 
by prayer to obtain divine direction and 
help 


This extremely interesting account of a 
most wonderful] work may be had for fifteen 
cents per copy, or ten copies for one dollar. 
from the Christian Union office, by mail. 
postage prepaid. 


Brooklyn Philharmonic. 


At the next Rehearsal, Friday, Jan. 4th, at 
3, there will be presented Brahms’s new Sym- 
phony in C Minor, Meyerbeer’s Overture to 
Struensee, and Liszt's Music to |enau’s Faust. 
The Brahms Symphony was cordially received 
at the last rebeurss! and ix a work of rare 
werit. 


The New Volume of the Living Age. 


The New Year of Littell's Living opens 
with the number for the week ending Jan- 
uary 5th. 

Owing to the recent establishment of im- 
portant periodicals abroad—notably “The 
Nineteenth Century” in England,--and to the 
simultaneous improvement of others, a fresh 
impetus bas been given to foreign periodical 
literature; the ablest living thinkers and 
writers being enlisted in its service to an ex- 
tent heretofore probably unequaled. “ The 
Living Age” presents with satisfactory com- 
pleteness what is most valuable in this litera- 
ture. The publishers already announce for 
early numbers of the new year, articies by 
Louis Kossuth, ex-Governor of Hungary (on 
the Turkish Question), Prof. Max Muller, 
Prof Goldwin Smith, the Duke of Argyle, Rt. 
Hon. W. E. Gladstone (on Courses of Religious 
Thougbt), Richard A. Proctor, Prof. Owen 
and others (Studies in Science), Frances 
Power Cobbe, Alfred RKussel Wallace, Prof. 
J.C. Blackie, Edward A. Freeman, Matthew 
Arnold, J. Lesiie Stephen, John Ruskin, and 
other eminent writers. 

In the department of fiction the best foreign 
authors will be represented in serial and short 
stories. The publication of a new story by 
William Black is to be begun in January, 
from advanced sheets, and other attractions 
will foliow. The volumes of this standard 
weekly magazine for the new year, therefore, 
promise to surpass even the previous ones in 
interest, and in importance to Awerican 
readers. 

The beginning of a new volume is a favor- 
able time for new subscriptions, and the 
publishers still present to new subscribers for 
1878 the last seven numbers of 1877, which 
contain the first installments of a fine new 
German serial, translated fur “The Living 
Age,” alsoa serial story by Miss Thackeray, 
and the usual large amount of other valuable 
matter. For fifty-two numbers of sixty four 
large pages each (or more than three thou- 
sand pages a year) the subscription price, $8, 
is low; while for $10.50the publishers offer to 
send any one of the American $4 monthlies or 
weeklies with the “Living Age’ for a year, 
botb postpaid. LirTre.y & Gay, Boston, are the 
publishers. 


“ BROTHER Smith,”’ said a doleful-looking 
individual, *‘my mind is in a very unsettled 
state. I don’t know but I have hada call to 
preach." “O, never mind,’ said that sympa- 
thizing brother; I wouldn't worry about it, 
if I was in your place, for like enough you 
won't hear it again these forty years.” 


Horace Waters & Sons. 


Horace Waters & Sons have made such a 
reputation for honest dealing and good work- 
manship that no words of ours in their praise 
can be anything better than surplusage. The 
juries of fairs and tndustrial exhibitions 
where specimens of their work have been on 
trial, the churches tbat have dealt with them, 
and the households that have been made 
cheerful by the introduction of their instru- 
menta, speak with one accord of their good 
judgment and excellent esthetic taste, and 
the latter two classes can find few words too 
strong to express an opinion of their liberal- 
ity in business matters. The firm are now 
making an offer which music lovers who are 
not already supplied with the requisites for 
producing a concord of sweet sounds would 
do well to heed; namely, they purpose, during 
these hard times, to dispose of one hundred 
pianos and organs, new and second-hand, and 
the products of first-rate factories—including 
that of the Messrs. Waters—at lower prices 
than were ever before placed upon the same 
quality of goods. The terms upon which these 
one hundred instruments can be bought are 
worth considering, for they are such as one 
seldom meets witb among the bigher class of 
business houses. The buyer may (1) pay cash: 
or he may (2) take the instrument home and 
pay for it by instalments from time to time; 
or he may (3) hire the instrument at a modest 
rentai until he is prepared to buy it outright 
—the rent being accounted to his credit as so 
much paid toward the purchase, but the title 
to the instrument still remaining in the Mesers. 
Waters till allis paid. LDlustrated catalogues 
will be mailed free on application to the firm 
at No. # East Fourteenth street.—{Evening 
Post. 


SoME one seeing two or three eminent law- 
yers gathered together on the side of the new 
law courts said that they had met to view the 
ground where they must shortly lie. 


Fine Furs. 

M. Mahler, importer and manufacturer, at 
No. 1157 Broadway, offers during the next 
thirty days a fine assortment of the best qual- 
ity of fancy furs at low prices. Seal muffs at 
38. seal caps at $2.50, misses’ chinchilla muffs 
from $6 to $10, misses’ royal ermine sets at $7, 
with other fur goods in great variety at 
equally tow rates. The cold weather has de- 
layed its coming, but we may rest assured 
that when it does come we shall get it with 
tenfold rigor and severity. Now is the oppor- 
tunity to secure excellent goods at reasonable 
prices. Mr. Mahler will give a written guar- 
anty of the superior quality of his goods to 
any purchaser who desires it. 


The new Hotel Brunswick is located 
on Boylston etreet, Boston, near the Com- 
mon, Public Library, New Old South Church, 
Museum of Fine Arts, &c. It is in that por- 
tion of Boston which has straight. wide 
streets and the homes of the aristocracy. 
The building occupies a fine location, and is 
altogether one of the finest and most pleasur- 
able of the sights of Boston. Persons visit- 
ing that city should stop at the Brunswick, 
its new and already famous hotel. The rates 
of charges are no bigher than at other first- 
class houses. 


THe following conversation took place re- 
cently, in a hotel. “ Waiter?” ‘* Yes, sir.”’ 
“What'sthis?" “It's bean soup, sir." “No 
matter what it has been; the question is— 
what is it now ?" 


Attention is called to the advertisement 
of the lowa Loan and trust Co., of Des Moines. 
lowa. Six years of successsful business, as 
well as the excellent references given by the 
Company, would seem to indicate that the 
Bonds it offers for sale were a genuine ae- 
curity, worth the attention of parties seeking 
to invest money safely and at a good rate of 
interest. 


“ My brother,” suid the clergyman, ** do you 
feel charitably inclined this winter?” “ Well, 
yes, if it don’t cost anything,”’ was the an- 
swer. 


The “ Detroit Free Press” says: In addi- 
tion to the 300,000 Universal Almanacs just 
published by the extensive Seed House of D. 
M. Ferry & Co., of our city, the firm are now 
publishing for gratuitous distribution an 
edition of 100,000 Seed Annuals. Tbeir former 
publications have been unsurpassed, but the 
present one promises to excel ail others in 
utility and general excellence. It will be 
mailed free to all applicants. 


WHEN the owner of a little house in Cleve- 
land went to collect the rent, be found that 
the tenant had put it on wheels and moved it 
away. 


A Grand (smbination Concert wil! 
be given in the Academy of Music, Brook- 
lyn, on Wednesday evening. January 16, in 
which Miss Emma C. Thursby, Miss Mathilde 
Phillips, Master Lichtenberg, the boy violin- 
ist, Madame Carreno Sauret, Mr. E. A. 8tod- 
dard, the Williamsburgb Sangerbund of one 
hundred men's voices, and also a mixed chorus 
of two hundred voices, and oth rs, will take 
part—a very remarkable attraction. 


OBSERVE a young father trying to appease 
an angry baby, and you'll witness ingenuity 
enough in ten minutes to make you think 
that man ought to be an inventor. 


Lecture. 

Mr. Beecher will deliver his new lecture, 
“The Wastes and Burdens of Society,” at 
Steinway Hall,on Monday evening, January 7, 
at 8 o'clock, for the benefit of the Harlem 
Congregational Church, Rev. 8. H. Virgin, 
pastor. The tickets are 1. 

Why Suffer 
With your feet when you can have comfort 
by wearing boots or shoes made on the Mc- 
Comber Patent Last? F. Edwards, 166 & 168 
Atlantic Ave., Brooklyn, makes to order and 
keeps ready made these goods in great variety. 


Trey tell us that the good die young, and 
yet insurance statistics make it out that cler- 
gymen live to an average of sixty-five years. 


For all Lung Troubles, as well as Com- 
plaints of the Throat, Dr. JAYNE’s EXxPEc- 
TORANT is certainly a palliative and oftena 
curative, as the testimony of thousands and 
its world wide reputation attest. For Coughs 
or Colds no surer or more effective remedy 
can be found. 


A homely. old-fashioned perfame 
is Lavender, yet delightfully refreshing and 
invigorating. It can be found in po purer 
form than in J. & E. ATKINSON'S genuine 
Mitcham Lavender. 


Marshall’s Great Pictures, 


By a special and exclusive arrangement 
with Oscar Marshall, publisher, any subscriber 
sending us fifty cents in addition to the regu- 
lar subsoription price of the Christian Union, 
wil) receive either of the following celebrated 
steel plate engravings—Abraham Lincoin, U. 
8. Grant, and H. W. Beecber; or all for $1.80 
additional. For fuller particulars of this 
offer, see issue of August list. Subscribers 
who have already renewed can have the bene- 
fit of this offer by enclosing to us fifty cents— 
or 150 forall three. These engravings are in 
the highest style of linea! art and regarded as 
Wm. E. Marshall's masterpicces. 


Christian Union Offices. 


Home Office. 27 Park Place, New York; 


Boston Office, Croeker & Stickney, 333 Wasb- 
ington St.; Chicago Office, Weston Hulbert, 
168 Clark St. 


To Subscribers. 


Readers making inquiry of the publisher 
concerning advertisements are requested to 
give their names and post-office addresses. 
We bave not space to reply through the col- 
umns ofthe paper. We desire to be informed 
of any failure on the part of any advertiser 
to fulfill his engagements. 


THE difference between the preacher, the 
builder. and the architect of a church, is sim- 
ply this: One is the rector, the other erector, 
and the third the director. 


Pure Air, Pure Water, 
are necessary for mau's existence. Send to 
T. New, 32 John street, New York, for Sani- 
tary Cellar Circular. 


Two subscriptions received from Mrs. 
M. C. Belknap do not give the Post-office ad- 
dress, and are held for information. 


DIED. 
ABBOTT - In New York City, on Friday evening, 
Elien L. G., wife of Austin Aobott, aged 46 years. 
Interment at Mount Auburn, Bostup. 


AMERICAN AND FOREIGN 


TEACHERS’ ACENCY. 


Supplies Principals for Public Schools, Acade- 
mies and Boarding Schools; Professors, Tutors 
and Governesses; gives intormation tw Parents of 
#0006 scho. 
eee going abroad or to the country prumpt- 
suit 

4 to Mise M. J. YOUNG, American apd For- 
eine eachers’ Agency, & Union Square (Br..ad- 
New Yora. 


way side). 


‘HRISTMAS Is COMING, and if you Wirh 
beautiful Poiiet Slippers. with Ladies’, Misses’. 
Gents’ and Boys’ Boots, oer, Gulters and inde 
Hubbers, formirg useful and appropriate gitte for 
the holidays, patronize Miller & Co., &v Broadway, 
Domestic Buliding. 


EDUCATIONAL. 


Those answering an Advertisement 
will confer a favor upon the Adver~ 
tiser and the Publisher by stating 
that they saw the advertisemeut in 
the Christian Union. 


sept.” MILITARY ACAD-~ 
Y. Opens Sept 2. ‘Send for Circular. 


WESLEYAN FEMALE 
EGE. Beet ~ Science, 
Languaves, Painting dnd M 
REV. DAVID H. MOORE. D.D., PREST. 


Madison University. 3, 4, 6.8 or 10 years’ course. 
Year 57 op'd Sept. 13. Ad. Dr. Spear, Hamilton. N.Y. 


(3 ACADEMY 
institute ant Commercta! Colle 
For both sexes. A SEA SIDE senool. + 
Girect route from New VYork to Boston. Address 
Rev. F. BLAK ripeipul, 
HI 


with Musica) 
e Foucded 


NEW PUBLICATIONS 


THE GALAXY 


MERGED WITH THE 


ATLANTIC MONTHLY 


The public are bereby informed that Tue 
GALAXY has been purcharea by the undersigned, 
pu: lishers:f THE ATLANTIC MONTHLY, ano hav- 
ing been combined with the ATLANTIC wWili nu 
longer app &F 46 & sevarate Wagarine. 

THE ATLANTIC, of which the February number 
will be the first issue of the combined Magez' nes. 
will be sect to all sunpacribers to THE GALAXY for 
the remainder «f the present year. Subscribers to 
THE GALAXY can ve the Atlantic portraits of 
Whittier. Bryant and L ongfeliow for Une Duliar 
each by addressing the undersigned 


H. O. HOUGHTON AND COMPANY, 
Boston ; 


HURD AND HOUGHTON, New York. 


THE PULPIT OF THE DAY 


jous Moothily of an unsecterian charac- 
number cuntains two Sermors by cis- 
t divines, Scientific, Medical, Househuld, 
Agricuitura!l and Youth's Departments. JAiso 
Notices of Books and Pertodicals, in addition to 
Other first -c'ass reading. 
Terms, $1.50 per year. with handsome Premiums 
to each subscriber. Adcress, 
PULPIT OF THE DAY, 
WARREN STREET, N.Y. 
AGENTS.— We offer toe best inducements of 
any publication. Handsome premiums and liber-! 
commissions. Tw. thousand Agents in the field. 
Do not omit writing to us; will only cost yous 
Postal Card. 


Y BEAUTIFUL PICTURE BOOK. 
Chorce, tarve Pictures exquisitely printed; 

with Stories in the largest type ever useo ina 

bowk. Quarts, ix Sinches. Uluminated 
clot binding. $i10. In paper binding. cts. 

it o-ntains: “Little Folks’ Pictuve Gallery,” 

separately us a Scroll for the 

ursery.to henge up. 15 


D. LOTHROP & cO., E Boston. 
Subscribe to a true Family Paper, 


“THE FAMILY JOURNAL,” 


Stories. Sketches. whole e of LDlustrated 
Fashi ps; full of reading for both old aad young. 
Send for speeimen copy. to all sub- 

scribers. Address, Family Joorsal Ce., 

ren *t.. New York. 


Hall’s Journal of Health 


Aims to show how disease may be avoided with- 
out medicine. It is the olcest and best of all 
the health publications. 

Terms $'.50 a year. or $) for eight months. 
Sample 10 GIBBS Ae 
Bible ¥ ork. 


Cheapest. Book 


price, 


orld. 
~ Books at yoar price 
Books at our price. 
ia Prayer goat Buon. any 
ction free. LEG 
w Post Office, New Y¥ 


| 
| 
| —— 
— 
ré 


on to 


fume 


Jan. 2 1873 


CHRISTIAN UNION. 


11 


“ The The of Magazines,” —Phia. Times. 
THE MOST EMINENT 


fuxtey Jas. A. rou 
Edw'd A 


ces Power Cobbe, the Duke 
ot Argyil. VMr«. vlochk. 

ack. Jean Iinge- 
low. Miss Thackeray. Vires. 
Oliphant. Mrs. Alexander, 
dico. MacDonald, Vatthew 
Arnold, W. W. Story. Tur- 
guentet Auerbac h. 

a. Cartyle. Tenayson. rowaing, and many 
others, are represented ip the pages of 


Littell’s Living Age. 


Jan. |, 1878, Tue LIVING AGE enters upon ites 
130th volume. During the year it will furnish to 
its readera the productions of the foremort au- 
thors abeve-samedand many others; embrarc- 
me the choicest Serial and Sbort stories by the 
Leading Fereign Neoveliats, and «ao amount 


Unapproached by any other Periodical 
in the world,of the most valuable Literary and 
Scientific mutter of the day, from the pens of the 
leading Eanayiata, Scientiate. Critics, Dine 
coverers, Edtters, representing every de 
partment ::f Knowledge and Progress. 

THE — ha AGE its a Weekly Magazine giving 
more th 
THREE AND A QUARTER THOUSAND 
double-c:lumn octavo pages reading matter 
vearly. It presents in an inexpensive form, con- 
e'dering ite amount of matter, with freshness, 
owing to ite weekly tesue. and with satia- 
facitery completeness attempted by bo other 
pubiication, tue best Reviews, Criticiems, 
Tales, Sketches of Travel and Discovery, Poetry, 
Scientific, Bic graph'cait, Historical and Political 
Iof-rmation, from the entire body of Foren 
Periodical Literature, and from the pens of the 


ABLEST LIVINC WRITERS. 


“In it we find the best productions of the best 
writers upon all Spuageets ready to our hand.’ 
Philadel phia Inquirer 

‘The choicest literature of the day."’—New York 
ribune. 


“A pure and perpetual reservoir and fountein 

os entertainment and instruction.” — Hon. Kobert 
. Wintarrop 

iy best ‘periodical! in America.’’— Theo. L. Cuy- 

er OOD, 

“And the cheapest. A montnly that comes every 
The Advance, Chicago. 

“It affords the best, the cheapest and most con- 
venient means of keepin abreast with the orog- 
rese of thought in al! its 
N rta& American. 

With it aione areater may fairly keep up 
all that is important to the literature. history, pon 
ities, and science uf the duay.''—The Methodist, 

‘or 

“it is indiepenasab’e to every one who desires a 
th rough compendium of all that 1" admirable and 
notew rthy in the literary world. Boston Post. 

I to find a place in every American hume.’ 
~ New York Times. 
EW SERIA 


L. 
The publication of « new Serial Story by Wil- 
liam Biack wil! be dbewun in January. 
THE LIVING AGE pudlished WEEKLY at 
year, free of postage. Now is the time tu subscribe, 
peginning with the New Year. 


(‘lub Prices for the best Home & Forewn Literature. 


“ Possessed of Tue LIVING AGE and one or 
other of our vivacious American mounthiies, a sah 
ecriber will find himeelf in command of the whole 
Evening Bulletin. 

For $10.4 Tue LIVING AGE and either one of the 
American Monthiies (or Weekly or 
Rizar) will be sent fora year, & postpaid: ur, 
for 60.4. Tue LIvInGg AGE aud the St. Nicholas, or 
Appleton's Journal. 


EXTRA OFFER FOR 1878. 


To all new subscribers for !87s, will be sent gratu 
the last seven numbers of (#77, con’ sinirg the first 
instaliments of a new serial story. ** Krica.’’—the 
best work of one of the best and brightest authors 
of Germeny. ~~translated for THe LIVING AGF 
alesoa story by the charming English weiter, 
Mies Thackeray, and the usual large amvunt of 
other valiuabie matter. 


__ Address LITTELL & GAY. Besten. 


‘THE “POULTRY WORLD,” 


Hartford, Corn. is a success in its way, beyond 
revedenot. Vol. 7 begins January. Crder this 
at of poultry monthiies. It is original, fresh, 

practical. always. $1.25 year. On'ty 75 eta. 

extra gives every -ubscriber 1:2 splendid fowl 

Chromos, Every poultryman should 

have this excellent Monthiy. Now is the time to 

subscribe fur 187 
The ne Week kiy “*“‘American Poultry 

Yard” is also just out. year (52, umbere: 

~ paid. Or, both papers tu same address $2.40 


only. 
H. H. Stoddard, Hartford, Conn. 


National Sunday School 


TEACHER 


Editor. and moat thor- 

Hel The (eegra- 

pay. Riography. yihelesy, ete., of the les 
fully treated in separate department«. 

Ite lessons are mst helptul and itnapiring. 
editorial departments are exceedingly pepular,. 
Wiil De taken If examined. $61.4 per )eur—iees 


than 
A POSTAGE STAMP 
for each Sunday. Ip clubs of 5 or more, $1.2 each 


The Scholar’s Weekly, 


eight-page paper fer the pupil, entirely de. 


v> to the lessor. Can be given out each Sun- 
sige of the ordinary leeson-eaf. 
Same price. ph the size of Quarteriies, at 
one-third their orice. 


TEKMS. — Single copies, 9 cts. per year: = copies, 
$9 per year; 1) for one month, ibe 


The Little Folks, 


A Beautifully I'lustrated paper for Primary 
(lasses for Four Sundays in each —— 

TERMS.— gle copies, cents per yea 

Soecimen copy of each of the above F KEE. 


Adams, Blackmer & Lyon Pub. Co., Chicago. 


N. TIBBALS & SONS, 
37 PARK ROW, NEW YORK. 
Offer BIBLES. ALL SIZES, ALBUMS, JUVENILES, 
ILLUSTRATED BOOKS, STANDAKDS. IMMENSE AS- 
BORTMENT for the HoLIDAYs. OUR THEOLOGI- 
CAL STOCK is uasurvassed in variety and price. 


MAGAZINE, HARPER'S WEEKLY 


PER’S BAZAK: One co evther for 
ome year, Postage Prepaid by the Publis rs.toany 
Subscriber the United States or Canada po recetpt 


aj 
FARPER’S MAGAZINE, HARPER'S WEEKLY. and 
u RPER’ 8 BAZAK, to one address, for one yous. 
or any two for 8. Pose prepa 


rent wy 
MAMPER & Square, N. 


JUST PUBLISHED. 


ONGS 
H ILD 


A most charming collection of fifteen 
littie sungs of a cheerfu’, bappy c T 
music by Dr. J. lL. Tucker and Dr. Wm. H. Walter. 
Uctavo, tinted paper, price W cents. 


ARLOR 


OPERA 
Breaking the Spell, F Offenbach. 


Crimson Scarf, Lecouix. 
Chilperic, Merve. 
Rose of Auvergne, ? Offenbach. 
Box and Cox, = Sullivan. 
Contrabandista, = Sullivan. 


With full directions for representation. 
Every one of them good, and entirely free from 
objectionable qualities. 


RUBINSTEIN’S SONCS. 


50 beautiful songs by Anton Kubinsteinp in one 
vol. Octave, paper. $1.00. Beautifully bound in 
cloth, gilt edges, $2.00 


WM. A. POND & CO., 
547 AY. 
NION, UARFE 
“TH 
YORK. 


Just Published. 
THE 


‘SUNSHINE OF SONG 


bright and sunny eoliection of New Songs. 

Batleds and soogs with Choruses, and with Pianw 
or Reed Orgsn accompaniment. A book quite 
Ameritcesn in character, with our own popular 
posers, and the class ¢ 4 sungs that are the greatest 
favorites. 

tnitorm in binding and price with me 

‘World of Son emeof Engitsh Song,’ 
of the “ Librar senes. and n 
Boards, $2.50; Cloth, $1.00; Fire Gilt, $4.00. 


THE 


ULSTER OF GEMS 
| 

4 4 4 - 

This ts a valuable collection of pieces of a some- 
what advanced character as to difficuity,ana is 
suited tu the tastes of advanced players. There 
are 2Y pages “heet Music *ize. and the pieces, 
which average abc ut 5 pages each, are b Leybach. 
Svinoler, Von Butow., Lichver, Kubinstein, Ascher. 
other celebrities. Uniform in style. 
price and binding with the Sunshine described 
ahve. with the 27 uther bouks of the famous 
Library series. 

In Bourds, $2.50; Cloth, $4.00; Fine Gilt, $4.00. 

For =ale at all the principal music stores. Will 
also be mailed, post free, to any nddiess. for the 
retali price. Change may be sent in postage 
stanipes. 


OLIVER DITSON & CO., Boston. 
C. H. Ditson & Co., J. K. Ditnon & Co., 


45 Broadway, m2 Chestnut St., 
New York. 


Merry Music© Merry Christmas. 


What more gift for a mustieal friene 
than one or m re of our Golden *enes of music 
bhoks. Each of the following volumes contains 
elegant music, worth it. sheet fourm 


about $40 00 
Three volumes of 


GOLDEN CHORD pooular apd brill. 
PIANO TREASURES 
pieces consisting of Waltzes, Polkas, Marches. 
Fantasias, Pupular 


ch: tee v -cal music, 
SONG DIAMG NDS consisting of Songs. 
Baliads, ete.. by me 
finest writers in Kurope and America. 
each of tne above volumes, bound in boarda, $2. P+ 
in cloth, $4.00; in full (an elegant gift edition). 
8.00. Malled on'receipt of price. Catalogue giving 
cortents of each sent free. 
Wm. A. Pond & Co., New York, Eastern Agents. 


EIGHT NEW CHRISTMAS CAROLS 


Together with 40 pages of new music and inter- 
esting reading matter are coptained ip 


BRAINARD’S MUSICAL WORLD 


for December. HOLIDAY NUMBER! Fuilof choice 

music. Scid by Newsdealers or mailed «n receipt 

of 15 cents. Only $1.50 per sear with premium. 
“end ide. for Sample copy. 


S. Brainard’s Sons. Publishers, Cleveland, 0. 
Our American Farmer, 


A plain. common sense practica! Journal, devot. 
ed to the Farm, Garcen, and Househola interest; 
full of interesting reading. #1. per vear with 
handsome premium. or 75¢ per year without pre 
mum. Specmen copy free. Don't miss seading 
forit. Address, 

Our American Farmer. 
St. New York. 


THE UNION - ARGUS 


Is recognized asthe most desirable medium four 
ADVERTISING in Browkiyn, heving lnree 
tien among the best people. itis fret class FAM- 
TLY PAPER. The Merchant's paver, the Mechanic's 

per, the al Man's paper, the paper 
giving the LATEST NEWS in conilensed styie 
The vaper for the POLI ricIAN. In fact, the 


PAPER FOR EVERYBODY. 
PRICE, TWO 


TWO ADDRESSES 
REV. oneness MULLER, 


Delivered to P'ymouth Caurch, giving an account 
of his great work, 


The Orphans Hou 
A obley Down, Bris- 


erected and supported Dy voluntary contributions. 
Price 15 cente, or ten copies for 81. 
The Trade sugpiies through the American News 
Company, New ¥ 
Address zine. Pubiteber. 
Plave, haw 


1878. 


Eclectic Magazine 


Foreign Literature, Science, and Art. 


THIRTY-FOURTH YEAR. 


The ECLECTIC reprints monthly from all the 
foreign Quarteriies, Reviews, Magaziner. ana 
Journais, their choicest contents, inc'uding Es- 
SAYS, SCIENTIFIC PAPERS. BIOGRAPHICAL 
SCETCHES, TALES, STORIES, and The feid 
of selection is very large. and it is believed that 
the ECLECTIC preseote a greater variety and 
higher standard of Liseratere than ony 
pericvdical that depends exclusively upun home 
talent. 

A knowledge of the current I'terature of other 
courtries is indispensable to alli whow uld keep 
pace with the progress of the age; and the ECLEc- 
TIC offers the best opportunity fur obtaining this 
knowledge at a moderate price. 

In General 1 iterature such writers as Right 
W. GQladstene. James Anthony 
Froude, Matthew Arneld. Charles Kings 
ley, Frances ower Cobbe. Leslie Stephen, 
Arthur Helps. Alfred Tennyson, Thomas 
Hughes, W ii iam Black. Mre. Oliphant. 
Thomas Hardy. Turgenicf#, William Mor- 
ris, Miss Thackeray, and «thers equally emi- 
nent are represented io it« peges. 

In Science, the best articies of such thinkers 
and writers as Profs Huxley ano Tyudall, 
Richard Precter, B.A... Prof. Owen, Dr 

\. B. Carpenter, Max Muller. J. Norman 
Lockyer, Geerge Mivart. E. B. Tylor. 
ans otners, are given. 

The ECLecTIc offers ite reader« the best serial 
stories, —oo with the shert steries for 
which the Fnoglish magazines have a high and 
deserved revutition. 

its Departments comprise Liter- 
ary Notices (dealing with current home 
Foreign Literary Notes, Science, and Art 
(summarizing briefly the new dise vernes and 
achievements tn this fleld). and Varieties (con- 
sisting of choice extracts from new books and 
foreign Journals). 

Each pumber contains a Fine Steel Engrav- 
ing—usually a portrait—executea in the Dest 
manner. 

TEKMS.—Sing'e copies, 45 cents; one copy one 
year $5; two copies, $9; five copies, #20. Trial 
scriptions for three months. #1. The ECLECTIC 
and any #4 Magazine to one address, $8. 


SPECIAL OFFER TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS. 


The publieber takes pleasure tn announcing that 
he has made arrangements which enabie him to 
furnish to every subscriber the Eciectic «for 
one dolar in addition to the regular subscrioticn 
orice) a large «nd fine stee! engraving, entitled 
** Highland Pets.” 

This eogravirg is from one of Landseers most 
celebrated paintings, and revresents a Highland 
girl surrounced bv a group of fawns, which she t» 
feecing. while ber y. ung brother ho ids a stately 
pair of antiers, pronably the trophy of some for- 
mer chase. The size of the plate is Isx2) inches. 
printed «n heavy plate paper ——e a picture 
suitable for the wall of any room. The reguiar 
price of thi« engraving te #5, but we furnish it only 
to subscribers te the EcLeciic. 


Address PELTON, Pablisher,. 
25 Bend reet, New Vork. 


Almanac, Memeorandam and Daily: ‘Food, 
in ove Beautifal Veat-Pocket Volume. 


THE HAPPY YEAR 


Contains a complete calender for each month of 
the year memoreundum pages. with biank for 
each day in the vear; « Bible text for each Guy in 
the year; reatiogs for eech month, selected by 
Miss M. B. Lyman, and extra biank pages for mem- 
oranda.’ In teatherette binding. black and red 
stamp. Price be each; $1/ per hundred. 


D. Lothrop & Co., Publishers, Boston. 


The Toledo Blade. 


NASBY’S PAPER. 
BEFORE YOU send 


for a copy of THE Toledo HLA E. the 
lurgest cheapest an! best News and Family Paper 
in the country. Kight lac‘e pages, sixty four col- 
umns weekly. flleo with The Hest in all depart- 
ments of literuture, charming Stertes 
Suetches. Poetry, Wit «nd Homor, the WN 
Letters, a bright «picy and practical Heuse xt 
Depar: meat. and al] the otheradmirabl+ 
which for many years have made THE BLADE 
such a general favorite ail over the United states 

TER Ms, POSTAGE PAID.—single copy r 
year, $200; five cupres, $1.75 each ; ten c. ples, $1.65 
euch, and an extra ¢ py _— every club of ten. 

Specimeo copies tree. nd fer one or more. 
Address THE BLADE. Toledo. Ohio. 


THE NEW YORK 


Commercial Advertiser. 


DAILY AND WEEKLY: 


DAILY -89 Per Vear si 
Mouths ; 75 Cents for 

WEEKLY S81 Per Vear; 30. fer 
Six Months. 


AN EXTRA COPY FOR EVERY CLUB OF TEN. 
A Cory OF THE DAILY FOR (1.UB OF THIRTY. 
THE WEEKLY COMMERCIAL ADVERIISER 
has special features, such as the Agricultural anc 
“cienptific Departments, Weekly Markets, Finance, 
Produce and Live Steck, and wii! contain in a 
selected and condensed form ali the News. Miscel- 
lany, Editorials, and pr m'ionent festures of the 
*Datly Commercial Advertieer.”’ Send for spect- 
minen copies. Posters aod Special Terms to Agenta. 

Address HUGH J. HASTINGS, 

126 Fulten Street, New York City. 

BOOKS, 
Ce® REDUCED. 


Broadway, New York. 


Churches about buildi or refurnish.- 
ing ‘heir Suncay-schoe! rooms wouid 
do well to write to ©. F. HILL. Hasie 


ton, for informath. and desc 
* wo, of ‘bes t Library . ase in the U. * 
ACMNILLAN & CO.’S 
Genera! Catalogue of books Ip all depart- 
ments of literature sent tree by mai! for siz 
cen 


223 BOND New Vork. 


New Catalogues free 


HE “Crown Editiens.”” $1.0 or volume. 
MACAULAY'S ENGLAND. 5 vols. oth, extra 
It HU Me's ENGLAKD. 6 Clotb, gilt. 


GIBBON's Bom vols. 
CLAXTON, & HAF Cloth, extra mit. Phila. 


E GUEST, best temiiy pe trial 

‘three months, witb Point 

renowned Palisades. Hudson River. for 
J. LATHAM Buseton, Mass. 


The Christian Union 
FOR 1877-78. 


The proprietors of the CHRISTIAN UNION 
express their thanks to the subscribers for 
their successful endeavors to add to its sub- 
scription list, aud so to its prosperity and use- 
fulness. Its value asan advertising medium 
has proportionably tncreased—a fact which 
the business Community has not been slow to 
recognize, as the crowded condition of our 
columns testifies. It was never better equip- 
ped for its work than it is to-day. In the year 
to come it will give 


Ist. A series of papers on “ POLITICAL 


PROBLEMs,” by 


Leonard Bacon, D. D.. 
whose discussions of the present financial 
question prove that his at. has not lost its 
old time puungency and power. 
2d. A series of papers on the “SUNDAY 
SCHOOL NORMAL WORK,” by 


Rev. J. H. Vincent, D.D., 


“ Bishop of Chautauqua,’’ who, in his pecu- 
liar department, is without a superior in either 
the United States or Great Britain. 


3d. “OUR FOLKS AT POGANUC,” by 
Mrs. Harriet Beecher Stowe ; 


apn admirable picture of New England country 
life, dramatic, pictorial and patbetic. 


4th. A STORY OF CALIFORNIA LIFE by 


Rossiter W. Raymond, Ph.D. ; 


a character sketch of great accuracy and 
power. 


Sth. How TO HOLD OUR YOUNG PEROPLE, by 


Rev. Edward Eggleston, D.D., 
giving the principles on which he has acted 
and the methods he has pursued with such 
inarked success. 


6th. LETTERS FROM ENGLAND by our Special 
Correspondent, 
Rev. Dr. R. w. Dale, 
whom the Trilune describes as “the foe of 
clerical supremacy, one of the champions of 
the League, and as famous, perhaps, on the 
platform as in the pulpit.” 


7th. LETTERS FROM THE EUROPEAN CONTI- 
NENT by a distinguished clergyman who pre- 
fers to retain the incognito of 


** Berliner.’’ 


&th. “Tue PREACHING THAT LAYMEN 
WANT,” by a distinguished member of the 
New York Lar. 


gth. Horse CAR CONVERSATIONS by a Bos 
ton Litteruteur. 


lth. SERMONS IN PLYMOUTH CHURCH by 
Henry Ward Beecher, 


ip every issue. 


lith. COMMENTS ON THE INTERNATIONAL 
5S. 5. Lesson by 


Lyman Abbott. 


th. Rev. Josern Cook's LECTURES cun- 
densed 


13th. LETTERS FROM My LIBRARY by 


Laicus. 

LITERARY CRITIQUES OF BOOKS by 
Pres. Nouh Porter, of Yale College: Pres. 
W. Andrews, of Marietta College : Chancellor 
Howard Crosby, of the N. ¥. University; 
Prof. Timothy Dwight, of Yale Theological 
Seminary; Kev. Conant, D.D.; Edward 
Egleston, D.; and Prof. Kossiter W. Ray- 
mond, Ph. 


15th. other than those al- 

ready named from Mrs. Harriet 
Howard Crosby, 

ward . Leonard 
D.D., Rev. 8. H. Tyng, ‘D.D.. Gail Hamil- 
ton, Pres. Noah Porter, D. D., Charles Dudley 
Warner, John Habberton, M. C. Hazard, ar. 
E. A. Rand, Kev. J. N. Sturtevant, D.D., 
L. T. Townsend, D.D., Rev. J. H. Picene. 
D.D., Rev. H. Ww. Warren, D.D., Rev. Thomas 
K. Beecver, Rev. Thos. 8. Hastings, D. D., W.T. 
Sherwin, Mrs. Emily Huntington Miller, Mrs. 
Amelia E. Barr, Mrs. M. E. C. Wyeth, and 
other leading writers. 


16. HOUSEHOLD DEPARTMENT, by 
Mrs. H. W. Beecher. 


ith. FaRM AND GARDEN, by 


Mr. W.H. Coleman. 
18th. EDITORIALS, SUMMARY of the leading 
events of the week, Fact and Rumor, Stories. 
Enigmas and Puzzles for the Children, Music, 
sacred and secular, and in general everything 
necessary to make a live, wide-awake, whole- 
some and attractive Christian pewspaper. 


Terms, $3.00 a year; 
To Clergymen, $2.50. 


WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY. 


In response to many inquiries as to how 
subscribers may secure Webster's Dictionary, 
we state that we will send a copy of 


Webster's Unabridged 


(by express at subscriber's expense) and the 
CHRISTIAN UNION tbree years, postage pre- 
paid, to any one who will send us 


Twelve Dollars, 


the retail 5 ae of the Dictionary; or the 
CHRISTIAN UNION One year to three subscril- 
ers and a Ba of the Dictionary by exprers 
as above sta 

__This Dictionary contains 


One-Fifth More Matter 


any other, and in point of definitions is 

pre-eminent in beth hemisphere. 

To any one who will send us six new sul- 
scribers with $14, we will 

Present a copy of the Dictionary, 


shipped by express as already stated. or de- 
livered free at this office or in »pringtield. 


Addggsa 
HORATIO.C. KINC, Publisher 
¥7 Park Place, New York. 
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Plomonth Pulpit, 


SERMON BY HENRY WARD BEECHER. 


OUR ACCOUNTABILITY.* 

“So then every one of us shall give account of himself to 

God.”"—Rom. xiv., 12. 
HIS passage has been largely used as the founda- 
tion on which to build tbe doctrine of responsi- 
bility. It is supposed to be the strong affirmation of tbe 
apostle of the accountability of men; but whoever will 
look at the context will see that that is not the primary 
object of the passage. The doctrine of man’s accounta- 
bility is assumed asa thing nt contradicted; and it is 
the foundation of liberty of conscience. It is the affir- 
mation that men staod ia euch a relationship to God as 
the supreme Master that they are released, in many re- 
spects, fr m their obligations to others—at any rate, 
from thrall; from the imposition of overruling con- 
science; from public sentiment. That this is so is 
apparent. 

The chapter begins as follows: 

* Him that is weak in the faith receive ye.” 

What good weak men there are! Not, of course, men 
that are pbysically weak, but weak-micded. And what 
could weak mindedness, as applied to them, mean, ex- 
cept that they were weak in the estimation of others; as 
not holdiog so much truth, or as not believing in so 
many thiogs, as some folks did? Men are called weak 
in doctrine when they do nut believe doctrines that 
other peopl: do. Men are considered weak wher they 
do not see their way clear to submit to ordinances that 
otber people think to be very important. There is a 
weakness of apprehension or comprehension; and that 
is the weakness that is here meant. And the aposile 
says: 

“ Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubt- 
ful disputations.” 

Do not begin to biggle with bis reason and conscience, 
and do not insist upon it thatif be is going to come 
into the brotherhood it must be on the ground of his 
agreement with you in every point; for, says the 
apostle: 

“One believeth that he may eut all things; another, who 
is weak, eateth herbs.” 

There you are thrown right into that part of the 
heretical system which bas to do with the relation of 
men to sacrificial duties—to ordinances as they were 
laid down by Moses in his economy. 

Now, when Christ came preaching exemption frem 
all these lower ordinances. and when the apostles, fol- 
jowing him, set men free from circumcision, from bap- 
tism, from h ly days, ftom making sacrificial offerings, 
from the whole rouod of ordinances, there were a great 
many who s'ood up for these thiogs. There were ever 
so many High-cburch folks iu those days who insisted 
on exterior matters, outward instrumeotalities, with 
great particularity. ‘* Either a thing is true or it is not 
true,” they would say, with the cbop-logic of our own 
times; “‘andif it is not true you must not believe it; 
but if itis you must.” Thus they attempted to bring 
men to uoity. A precious kind of unity! A kind of 
dough and putty unity, io which men had almost all 
their individuality massed together in a sort of external 
agreement. 

“Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth not, and 
let not him which eateth not judge bim that eatetb.” 

There is an almost precise psrallel to that in our 
modern times. Our friends, the Quaker brethres, do 
not be’ieve in taki: g the bread and wine materially, or 
physically. There are members of this church who sit 
with us in the commuoion, but who never touch the 
bread and wine. They partake of the elements spirit- 
ually, while their neighb rs partake of them physically. 

After uttering this injunction the apostle comes on to 
this broad ground: 

“ Who art thou that judgest another man's servant?” 

That brother is not your servant. Whose servant is 
he? God's. And if he is satisied with him, what 
business is it of yours? 

“To his own Master he standeth or falleth; yea, he shal) be 
holden up; for God is able 'o make him stand. One man 
esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every 
day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his own 
mind. He that regardeth the day regardeth it unto the 
Lord; and he that regardetb not the day. to the Lord he doth 
not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he 
giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the Lord he 
eateth not, and giveth God thanks. For none of us liveth to 
himself.and no man dieth to himself. For whether we live, 
we live untotbe Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the 
Lord; whether we live theref ure, or die, we are the Lord's.” 

Then, after quoting from the Old Testament Script- 
ure, be concludes by sayiog: 

“So then every one of us shall give account of bimself to 
God.” 

Not to the church committee, not to the priest, not 
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to his brother Christian, not to aoy human beirg, is a 
man to give account of himeelf, but to God. Personal 
accvuntability to God precedes all lower accountabili- 
ties. It is an accountability exh: ustive, complete, and 
adapted to all human wants. 

Now, the spirit that recorded this passage did not die 
out with the Jewish economy. Mot only was that 
economy adapted to increase and develop it, but itis a 
tendency in human nature. If Christians only loved to 
govern themselves one balf as much as they love to 
govern their fellow men, they would be the best gov- 
erned men in the world; but everybody likes to have a 
band in goveraing everybody else. In the family the 
children want to govern each other. The older sister 
wants to govern the younger sisters. The great robus- 
tious boy wants to domineer over the little boys, as 
underlings. Throughout business, men like to rule. 
Everywhere in society there is a desire to govern ove 
anotber on the part of men. Anod when persons are 
associated together for moral puryoses, and their con- 
science becomes str ng, there is nothing more common 
than that they should bave a conscience fur their neigh- 
bors a grest dea] more than for themselves. Men have 
consciences to let. They have consciences on livery. 
Single men have enough conscience for a whole genera- 
tion. They know what everybody should do; and they 
bave their opinion about everybody who does nut do 
what they think he ought to. The range of topics 
about which men seek to put their conscience above 
that of other men is very wide—wider than it was in 
the time of our Saviour, because the world is much 
more advanced than it was then, and because questions 
about which ethical choices are to be made bave been 
immensely multiplied since that time. We are not any 
longer in the soare of Phariseeism in its technical forms; 
but we are in the spare of church government. There 
is a conscience as to whether we shall submit ourselves 
to one or avother kind of administration in religious 
toiogs. There are questions which come up now-a-days 
that are precisely the same as questions which existed in 
the times of the apostles, as for instance, those about 
meats and drioks. Some refused to eat meat on account 
of its consecration to idols; but others bad no trouble 
on that score. They did not think that consecration or 
desecration bad anytbiog to do with meat, aod they ate 
it as meat, and not as meat set apart in one way or an- 
other. And they dravk without any idea that a cup of 
wine dedicated to the gods was anything else but com- 
mon wioe. 

We dedicate a church to God: but do von enppose 
that the brick and mortar of which that church is built 
are any different after the dedication from what they 
were before? Do you suppose a church exbales any 
influence on account of its having been dedicated » 
men say that a church after its dedication is sacred. If 
they mean tbat it is set apart for sacred uses, very well; 
but the popular impression is that the consecration of a 
church infuses into it a sort of moral quality which 
irradiates and makes people feel better. 

So the ancients thought about meat and drink. They 
had an idea that moral qualities could be iofused into 
physical things. Therefore there was a question of 
right and wrong attaching, in their minds, to that sub- 
ject, and they waoted to rule each other's consciences 
respecting it, in order to have uviformity ; or, as they 
would bave sa'd, in order to bave thiogs right. 

In our time, though the question of sacrificial meat 
and drink is out of the way, yet the question of drink 1s 
& question that agitates the whole community. Shall a 
man indulge io ictoxicating dricks? If so, sball he 
drink a thimbleful, a wioe-glassful, or how much ? 
Sball he driuk once a day; twice a day, a dozen times a 
day, twenty times a day, or pot at all’ Shall a man 
driok wine ? And if he des, shall be drink it at home, 
or shal] he drivk it away from home?’ Shall be driok 
it at the table, in the presence of his family, or shal! be 
drink it in private? Shall a man drink wine at com- 
munion?’ Are there not reasons why be sbould not? 
If he does, and you do not, bave you any right to sit in 
judgment on him’ These are questions which arise io 
regard to drink. 

And there are questions which relate to the Sabbath 
day. Is it a day that is different from all other days * 
On what ground does it stand? Is it founded on the 
Jewish command, and does it exist in accordance with 
the old dispevsation, or has it been changed so tbat it 
confori:s to the pew dispecsation ? Does the Sabbath 
day stand on mora! sanctions in our terme ? How should 
it be kept ? Shall there be any work done on that day? 
Shall there be a social element permitted in it ; or shall 
it be & day wholly devoted to the church and to relig- 
jous services? These are questions which have to do, 
not only with the church but with the household, and 
on which discipline turns as well. 

Then there are questions as to amusements. Maya 
man play cards ? If he may not, may be play checkers? 
If he may not, may he play backgammon? If he may 
not, may he play dominoes? Or, is it best for him vot 
to play anything * What about those things? Cana 
man go tothe opera and be a Christian ? Can a man 


go to the theater and be a Christian? Many of those 
are questions of casuistry to-day even more than they 
were in the time of the apostles. 

Then there is the whole question of dress. May men 
and women wear jewelry ? May they bave costly rai- 
ment’ May they make themselves beautiful, if God 
did not’. These are questi ns which sgitate Christian 
consciences in many dictions; and they are merely 
specimens of a multitude of others which ramify and 
run out into all the relationships of society, and include 
a buodred thiogs that stand on equivocal lines about 
which there is a doubtful morality. 

Now, it is not my purpose at all to say that there is 
not a right and a wrong ia this matter, but only to inter- 
pret the ground which is taken respecting them in sacred 
Scripture. That ground is this: ** Let every man be 
fully persuaded in his own mind.” What does tbat 
mean? Let no man go into any of these matters about 
which questions are raised carelessly and indifferently, 
but Jet every man make it a matter of serious and 
deliberate study before God, ‘‘ What is right for me, in 
my position and circumstances, in regard to amuse- 
ments, or dress, or diet, or ordinances, or church organi- 
zations, or beliefs, or what not ’” Do not run into it 
bastily and carelessly. as if it were a thing that you did 
not care anything about. ‘Let every man be fully 
persuaded in bis own mind.” Whatever you do, make 
it a matter of conscience for yourself. If you do pot 
believe that it is necessary to be baptized, let your 
belief stand on grounds of reason, and not on grounds 
of indifference. If you do not believe that immersion 
is necessary, let your belief be the result of deliberate 
judgment. If you do believe that baptism is necessary, 
or that immersion is the true mode of baptism, let vour 
belief be the result of distinct and ussig able pricciples. 
Let every man base his belief on persi nal conscientious 
grounds, ‘* Let every man be fully persuaded in bis 
own mind.” Be earnest, be bonest, and settle every 
matter by good reason on a moral foundation. If you 
go to the theater, do not sneak in, and do pot go into 
a box with some director, so that nobody shall see you. 
I have mavy frends amovg the managers of theaters 
who are specially kind to me; and 1 bave been offered 
the privilege of going so that nobody should see me ; 
but when I do go to the theater everybody shall see me; 
for I shall not go till I think it is right and proper, and 
then I shall not care what other people think or say 
about it. If you want to goto a horse-race, make it a 
matter of prayer ; pray over it, and do not be afraid to 
take it to God, and bring your judgment to bear upon 
it, aod act fearlcssly and maofully upcn she decision 
which you bave sincerely and cooscieotiously arrived 
at. If after prayerful and deliberate consideration | 
think it is best forme to drink wine, 1 am going to 
drink it so that folks will koow that drink it. I am 
not going to sneak and doige in regard to anything 
which I think is best in this matter. I sbal) not drick 
| quor so long as I think | can do more good wo other 
men by letting it alone; and I sball let it alone on the 
ground of reason aud conscience. If, however, my 
neighbor, after a fair cousideration of this subject, is 
led to the opposite conclusion, 1 am not going to make 
my conscience the judge and arbiter of his. To my 
Master I must stand or fall, and to -his Master be must 
stand or fall. 

So then, in regard to the whole round realm of ques- 
tions of taste, of pleasure, of permissions, and of social 
duties in society, the first injuoction of the Apostle to 
every man is, *‘ Be fully persuaded in your own mind,” 
as a Christian man responsible to God for your exam- 
ple, for your conduct, for your whole life. Lay that 
foundation in the beginning, then when you bave come 
to a judgment you are free from authority. How so * 
Io this way: tbat no man bas a right to blame and con- 
demn you. He violates the rights of men who assumes 
to be a judge of their cocduct aod decisions when they 
have cooscientiously taken a position. You have no 
busiscess to c: ndemn them, to discipline them, or to 
make it uncomfortable for them because they do not 
conform to what you believe is rigbt. You say, cast- 
ing odious words upon men, ** Weil, we don’t fine 
them, we don’t put themin prisop, we don’t burt them.” 
But is there not such a thing as mora] peualty as wel! 
as physical penalty’ And are there not cosditions in 
which a man would rather go to jail than be confined in 
a prison the walls of which are made up of cuon- 
temptucus looks and unsympa'hizing remarks’ 

Here is a man who holds a view of duty and priv- 
ilege which. differs from that of nioe-tentbs of those 
who are around about him; and nine out of every ten 
set their faces against him, and w!] bave very little to 
do with him. Not that he is not an hones’ man, a 
truly sincere man, a kind man, or a useful man; but be 
is very defective io doctrine, and you feel bound to bear 
witoess against him. But who set you to bear witness 
against him?’ Where isthe chart of your responsibility 
or authority in the matter’ You are putting your- 
self in God’s place. To his own Master he stands or 
falls. 

Now, there have been peculiar circumstances in the 
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ages when groups of Christian men, for the sake of 
their own existence, have been obliged to hold all their 
members to accountability. For instance, in the time 
of Henry VIII., and still more, previous to that time, 
if a man dishelieved in the doctrine of the personal 
presence of Christ in the bread aod wine it subjected 
him not merely to disciplise but to the bleck and to the 
stake, and bis life was the penalty. Thus to disbelieve 
was treason in the same sense that fiehting against the 
State was; and bundreds and thousands of men bave 
perished because they did not believe in the doctrine of 
Travsubstanotiation. There bave been periods when the 
whole virus of persecution ran in that vein. a 

When the Protestants organized churches and 
adopted doctrines aod symbols, they made it un- 
eafe for a man not to believe in those symbols 
and doctrines, and they claimed the right, in the 
case of a man who did not so believe, to put him 
in prison, to commit him to the flames, and to con- 
fiscate his estates; so that men were obliged to define 
where they stood in order to defend themselves. It 
was not safe for a church to have among its members 
a man who held views different from theirs, Such a 
man would betray the brotherhood, and his case was 
brought before a civil magistrate as a case of heresy. 
The law of self-preservation made them stringent as to 
including intheir membership only men who believed 
in fixed aod recognized standards, 

And now, after all those times baye passed away, 
though men no longer make avy such warlike use of be- 
liefs and symbols, the spirit still contioues by whicha 
man is not allowed to be in the brotherbood if he does not 
swear to an abstract creed, or if he gives his assent to 
views which it is supposed are iocompatible with an 
organic unity; whereas the Scripture holds that all 
unity is in the pature of sympathy, and is of the soul, 
of the affections and not of intellectual beliefs. The 
Bible teaches tbat the rea] unity lies io the love of prin- 
ciple, in the sympatbetic elements, in the heart; but if a 
mao is on the right or on the left in respect to the car- 
dinal truths which are fundamental to church organiza- 
tion, to ao artificial system of theology, men say, ** Uo- 
settle him;” whereas Paul said: ** Receive them, but 
not to doubtful disputations.” Although doctrinal be- 
lief was not the point which the Ap stle had in his 
mind, the principle which he enunciated includes every 
case of this kind. 

Godliness of heart and soul in a man, or the manifesta- 
tion of the spirit of Christ in bis disposition, sets him 
free frcm the arbitration of other men’s consciences. To 
his own Master he stands or falls. 

Then there was one more qualification enumerated 
by the Apostle. Having, as it were, vindicated man’s 
liberty and individuality by saying that he is responsible 
to his God and not to his brethren, and that bis brethren, 
after be has conscientiously considered a subject, and 
come to a decision respecting it, are as much bound to 
respect his liberty as to assert their own; he declares 
that in regard to all thes questions at which I have 
hinted the principle is this: that when a man bas ob- 
tained the recognition of his conscience be bas a right 


d conduct he is bound so to use that liberty as that it 
all not work mischief among hisfellow men. He has 
no right to flaunt his hberty. He bas no right to thrust 
it intrusively ioto the faces of otbers. He has no right 
to do that which in the judgment of these around him 
will rank him with unpriocipled and sinful men. He 
is bound to do what he does so that men shall under- 
stand it, and so that they shall not, by aay misinterpre- 
tation of it, permit themselves to do things which their 
consciences tell them are wrong. Here is the passage 
which refers to that matter: 

“I kpow,andam persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there 
is nothing unclean of itself: but to him that esteemeth any 
thing to be unclean, to him itis unclean. Butif thy brother 
be grieved with thy meat, now waikest thou not charitably 


flovingly is the true interpretation). Destroy not bim with 
thy meat for whom Christ died.” 


You perceive that the Apostle says that a man may 
eat meat if be will account with his own conscience in 
the matter; that no man has aright to molest him—no 
priest, no session, no brotherhood, no magistrate, no 
man; that to his own Master he stands or falls; and 
you perceive that, then, when he has vindicated bis 
own personal independence, grounded on the principle 
that he is to give account of everything he does to 
God, and not to his fellow man, he is asked, ** Now, 
what are you going to do with your liberty’ Are you 
going to rush headlong in the exercise of it as if no- 
body but you had anything to do withit? Are you 
going to ride out on Sunday because you are satisfied that 
its observance is not obligatory’ Are you going to work 
in the garden on the Sabbath because you do not think 
there is any restriction upon your action on that day’ Are 
you going to pervert the judgment of the young by your 
use of your liberty in regard to ordinances, days, amure- 
ments, dress, things that pertain to ordinary living? Are 
you going to have no scruple io regard to the influence 
of what you do? Are you going to have no considera. 


fps but that in all matters which relate to life 


tion for others in the manner in whicb you employ your 
liberty? Then you will pot walk lovingly. ‘ 

Destroy not by your liberty men for whom Cbrist 
died. There is nothiog so sacred as a man; and the 
stamp and seal of his sacredness is that Christ thought 
enough of him to die for bim; and the fact that Christ 
died for men should make them inconceivably precious 
tous. It may be important that you should have your 
liberty; but it is also importaot that you should not de- 
stroy your brotber with that liberty. Your duty is not 
all done and settled until, baving gained your liberty, 
you use it so that it is a means of grace, and not a 
stumbling-block and a hindrance, to your fellow-men. 

Such is the doctrine of the New Testament as enun- 
ciated by Paul; and I think it is conformable ts the 
ethical good judgment and the sound common sense of 
maokind. 

Now, the questions are innumerable which come up 
as to the use of a man’s liberty in regard, for instance, 
to amusements. There is much inquiry 98 to what may 
and can be done by the young: and, of course, to me, 
as @ moral teacher, and as a preacher upon matters 
which relate to men’s consciences, there come, in great 
pumbers, from my own parish flock, questions as to 
what they may do and what they may not do. 

Let me say, in the first place, that to a large extent 
every youog person should instruct bis eonscience at the 
hands of bis parents. The judgment of parents is to be 
respected by children in al) the period of their youth. 
Any such inculcation of a free spirit among the youog 
as leads them to think, at fourteen or sixteen years of 
age, that they know more than their father and mother; 
that although such and such things might have done 
for past generations, they will not do for this age of 
progress; anything that breaks the child’s confidence in 
the father’s and the mother’s judgment is to be very 
greatly deprecated. Therefore 1 say to every young 
man and maiden, Think very much of, set very great store 
by, the judgment of your father and mother. It may 
be their misfortuve pot to know as much as you do—l 
mean in regard to the power of thinking, in regard to 
genius, and all that; but it is probable that they have 
lived longer than you have, that their experience is 
worth something, and that the judgment of persons who 
judge from the standpoint of parental love is more 
likely to be safe than the rudimentary judgments (if I 
may be permitted to presume that ‘‘ rudimentary” is a 
proper term to be applied to the judgments of Youog 
America) of youth, founded on their limited experience 
or untried life. So I should say to the young, Give 
earnest heed to the experience and judgment of your 
parents. 

Then, next, in so far as you go upon the ground of 
taking care of yourselves, in regard to all] those ques- 
tions about which there is so much difference of opin- 
ion, take beed that you are pot ruo away with by your 
vanity. We are a rising people; we are changing our 
position all the time; and the aspirations that arise 
among us are creditable if they are uader rule and regu- 
latioa: but see how men lose all control of themselves, 
and go to absurd and disastrous extremes and excesses. 

Every year thousands of men come to New York 
from the country with sober babits and temperate no- 
tions, and go into business, and are a little ashamed of 
their greeoness. They are conscious that they do not 
know much about things that nobody ougbt to know 
anything about, and they are a little ashamed that they 
do not. They envy smart young men that are above 
them, and fee) flattered by any attention that they re- 
ceive from them. Peradventure they are invited into 
company that is a step or two higher than they have 
been in before; and such fine houses, such elegant furni- 
ture, such splendid girls, and all that, they never did 
see. They are perfectly bewildered; they are fascin- 
ated; and they are a little ashamed of being ashamed to 
do wrong. They have always been broug>t up to a 
great repugnance to round dances, but pretty lips laugh 
at them, and that is enough for their conscience—they 
are melted in a minute. 

Ido not say that you should not dance, or that you 
should not daoce in particular ways; but this I say: 
that whenever a man is placed in circumstances where 
he is obliged to choose he ought to make up his mind 
as to what is right, and he ought to make it up op 
something better than the contemptuous smile or the 
curled lip of anybody. He ought to form bis judgment 
on good and sufficient grounds; and, having formed it 
thus, be ought to adhere to it. 

A man thinks he is a temperance man, and be wears 
a blue or a red ribbon, and he is invited to a party, and 
he feels that he is greatly honored. It is whispered to 
him tuat it is in recognition of his genius. He always 
believed that there was something in him, and he hoped 
the time would come when other people would find it 
out; and he is gratified at reeeiving the invitation—es- 
pecially as it is a sort of homage offered to him. He 
goes to the party, and lays off his overcoat; and with 
his companions be goes into a room where there is a 
bow! of puach, and phe knows pretty well what it is; 
but he remembers the iojuaction, ‘“‘ Eat what is set 


before you, asking no questions”; and he fancies that 
Drink what is set before you, asking no questions, 
must be a part of the same command; and just because 
he is afraid to do that which his independent judgment 
bas led bim to do before, in the presence of glitter and 
enchantment, he drinks the champagne, or claret, or 
whatever the mixture happens to be. 

I do not say that he does wrong to drink: | say that 
whether drinking is wrong or not, if he sacrifices his 
own judgment he sins. That is, it is a sin for a man to 
go against his moral conviction, whether the thing he 
does is intriosically right or wrong; and for a man to do 
it socially because be is a sneak and a coward not only 
is a sin, but is an infamous, dishonoring, degrading sin. 

It is not for me to lay down laws which shall govern 
the customs of society, or to prescribe rules for your 
conduct; but it is for me to say to you, ‘* Let every 
man be fully persuaded in his own mind”; and what- 
ever be does, whether be eats or drinks, let him do it as 
in the presence of God, and be able to say, ‘‘ Lord, 
thou knowest that I do what I think to be right before 
thee, and not before the equivocating vanity of woridly 
judgments.” 

But, still further, every man must settle for himself, first 
or last, the ten thousand questions which arise in society 
as to what is permissible to him. ‘‘ Whatamusements 
may I take, and what amusements may I not take?” is a 
question which troubles many%people; and persons come 
runving to me aod asking, ** May I do this, that or the 
other thing’ I say to them, I cannot tell you whether 
you may or not: I do not know. “ Is it wrong for me 
to play billiards, or to go to a bowling alley?’ Is it 
wrong for me to go to the theater’ Is it wrong for me 
to g» to a trotting match (unless it is at an agricultural 
show: names, you know, make a great difference in this 
world)’ Isit wroog for me to indulge in such and such 
things? much may go a-yachting? How much 
may I play billiards’ How much may I play cards? 
may I do’” To your own master you stand or 
fall; aod your master is, first, God in heaven, and nex 
yourself. And now I lay it down as a fundamenia 
proposition that scarcely two men can do just alike in 
things such as those. 

Men come to me, as their physician, and say, ‘‘ May 
I eat wheat bread, and graham bread, and corn bread, 
and rye bread?” I say, *“‘ Have you eaten them*” 
“Yes.” ‘* How do they agree with you?” ‘* Well, 
rye bread causes indigestion.”” ‘‘ Then you must not 
eat rye bread.” ‘* But my family bave eaten it ever since 
I can remember.” I do not care if they bave; it is not 
their stomachs, but yours, that I am considering. If 
rye bread don’t agree with you let it alone.” There is 
an element that belongs to every one which is to be con- 
sidered. Often a foolish person (and this you can report 
to those outside of the congregation) cannot do things 
that a stable; strong-mioded person can do. 

The test is this: What is the effect of any form of 
pleasure upon yourself’ Does it rest you or does it ex- 
haust your If a person has labored from morning til! 
night, soaking in a ditch or in a damp cellar, or worm. 
ing round like a plumber and doing disagreeable jobs, 
and if at eventide, upon the greeosward, under an over- 
archiog tree, his neighbors and friends gather togetber, 
and somebody commences playing on a violin, and they 
have a little dance, and he joins with them, and his 
spirits rise, and he afterwards feels that he has thrown 
off the fatigue and odium of the day, and he sleeps bet- 
ter, and has ao appetite for his work, I would say to 
him, ‘‘ Dance every time you get a chance: it does you 
good.” 

Pleasure ought to be like a bath. One of the rules of 
hydropathy is, ‘‘ No use of water that makes you feel 
worse is to be allowed;” and no indulgence in pleasure 
that makes a man feel worse is allowable to bim. 

If a man that, after the labor of the day, goes to a 
gathering of friends at a saloon, where they discuss 
politics, and drink lager, and become more and more 
clear in their judgment, and discuss it again, and drink 
more lager, and by and by go home, having settled the 
nation and the universe—if such a man asks me, “ Is 
there any harm per « io such entertainments and such 
mild drinks®” I say to bim, ** No, there isn’t any harm 
in them per se, but there is a great deal of barm in them 
per you. They evidently hurt you, and that is enough 
to condemn them so far as you are concerned. That 
point being settled, you need not bave any further ques- 
tion on the subject. You are not so good a man as you 
were before; you are not so well fitted for your business; 
you are not so vital ia your moral feelings; you are 
worse socially. Therefore those things damage you, 
and you have no right to indulge in them.” 

* Well,” a man may say, ‘* bow about a great many 
of those pleasing shows that one would like to wituess”” 
Why, if going to see a polar bear makes you bearish 
you had better not go. If going tw « circus makes you 
frivulous, and tires you, aud tukes away the Zest you 
bave for your duties, aad gives your mind # turn eo- 
tirely different from what 1% mauly, there is a rea-on 
why you sbould not go. 

I am discussing the effect of these things on you, an«| 
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I say that you must sit in the conrit of your own con- 
science and watch ycurself, and judge according to the 
facts. There is nothing in this world so important as 
that a man should be manly, or as that a young man 
should grow up right-minded, straightforward and 
sturdy, with the habit of judging what is best for him- 
self clearly and on moral considerations; and if a man 
has formed that habit I will risk him anywhere, bat if 
he has not, though he goes to meeting ever so often, be 
will go wrong. A man shou'd “he fully persuaded in 
his own miod” that he is rigbt in regard to whether it 
is safe for him to go to this place or that. If be is not 
so persuaded he had better stay at home. 

The law in regard to amusements is that they must 
be let alone. The question is not whether they are 
harmful per se, or whether they are harmful to other 
folks. There are many things that I could do which 
you could not; and I do not do them because you might 
think that you could. For instance, I am pretty good 
at walkirg at a height, on a plank, because my head is 
level; and yet many persons, if they were to attempt to 
walk at a beight would be seized with vertigo; and if I 
were so to walk, producing an impression that it was 
easy to do, and others should follow me and should 
topple over, and should be crushed on the ground, or 
drowned in the abyss below, would I act charitably or 
lovingly? Would I continue walking where my exam- 
ple woull endanger the safety of others? or would I 
turn and say to them, ‘‘Oh, ye weak heads”? Am I 
hke an elephant among partridges in the field, that goes 
about treading on them here and there, saying, ‘* Let all 
take care of themselves’’ Am I one that sets at defi- 
ance the law of humanity, the law of Christianity, and 
the law of common sense? 

Now, in regard to amusements, taste, if you are go- 
ing to taste, touch if you are going to touch, from 4 
deliberate judgment; and after you have formed it, if in 
other respects you are worthy of confidence and esteem, 
let no man dare to govern you by his conscience, and 
let no man point to you as uoprincipled. Stand on your 
rights when you are satisfied that they are beneficial; 
and then exercise them in such a way as that tbey sball 
not spread harm among otber men, but do good to them. 

Shall a man, then, sacrifice his rights? Well, do you 
not sacrifice your rights every day of your life? You 
bave four or five dollars in your pocket, and a poor! 
wretch, shivering without a bit of coal, appeals to you 
for belp. Yu bave a right to keep that money io your 
pocket; but you take out a dollar and give it away. 
Charity leads you to yield up that which is yours for 
the relief of others. You bave food enough for a 
m nth of Thankegivings, and there are within your 
knowledge poor starved creatures, and you divide with 
them. You give up your rights to that extent for the 
sake of alleviating suffering. 

Now, shall a man give up his rigbts in money, in 
food, in property, and not also in conduct and in pleas- 
ures? It is noble to give your possessions from a spirit 
of benevolence, but it is nobler to give yourself. 

There are thousands of things that I should enjoy 
which I do not touch, simply because, in the first place, 
the incoovevience arising from the hideous clamor 
which would f. llow would be greater than any amount 
of enjoyment that I should have. Do you suppose I 
did not want to hear Rachel—one of the wonders of tbe 
dramatic world? Do you pot would like to 
bear Booth? Do you not suppose I would like to hear 
Shakespeare's plays as they are sometimes put on the 
boards? I would like to, very much. Do you not sup- 
pose I would enjoy hearing played many of the comic 
pieces, full of fun, that are perfurmed’? It would bea 
great refreshment to me, often, if 1 could laugh three 
bours at a stretch. Why do I not hear them, then’ 
Well, I can get along without it; andif I did go to bear 
them, and a whole brood of young men saw me doing 
it, uoder circumstances which led them to say, ‘** Mr. 
Beecher does it, and why may not we?’ they would 
nut stop to- consider whether tbey were as old as Mr. 
Beecher, whether they were as well principled as be, 
whether they had the power of resistance that he had, 
whetber it would affect them as it did him, or whether 
they were as impervious to temptations as he was. 
They would go it blind. They would say, ** He goes, 
acd 1 go.” Would it, I ask, be charitable’ 

I throw out of account the consciences of news- 
papers. Newspaper conscieaces are more tender than 
aey other conecieoces in the wurld! The great concern 
which they feel for the mght conduct of churches and 
mioi-ters is singularly touching! As pear as I can 
judge, the less conscience they have fur themselves, the 
wore tbey bave for their neighbors and friends; and if 
a@ mao io a promioent position dves aoythiog a criticism 
of which wiil make a sbarp article, and cause a hun- 
dred or twu more copies of the paper to be sold tbe 
pext morniog, the article goes right in. Therefore 
mapy things | do not do because it is more convenient 
not to do them thao todgtbem. Then there ure things 
that I might do witbout harm to myself which I do not 
do because men in society would sce only the external 
act, and would form judgments without any considcra- 
tion of their own di-positions aod tendencies, and my 
example would — them into things that to them 
would be wrung. | foregv taem forthe sake of others, 
and .ot for my own sake. 

I never saw 4 play in my life. I never played a game 
of cards. Ido nut ksow oue card from another. | 
never went to a horse race. There are many other 
things which other people do, but which I never did, 
simply because my position is sucb toat I must use my 
liberty lovingly, or charitably. It is noc: because I aw 
a minister that I refrain from them. I do not eunsider 
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that I am any better or any worse for being a minister. 
Iam aman; andI hold myself accountable for what 
any gentleman in my position and relations ought te 
bold bimself accountable for—no more and no lees. 
And I held that anybody who was actuated by eenti- 
ments of kindness would feel just so, aod d>» just so. 

Every man, in a certain degree, and in his measure 
(and how far tbat goers | cannot say), must form a judg- 
ment for himself. There is a universal disposition to 
go by rules. Men want to know just how far they can 
go in any given direction. They want to know where 
the lines of permission are drawn, They want regula- 
tious framed for,them by churches or associations. But 
such is not the design of Providence. The necessity 
that a man shal! setile these questions by his own judg- 
ment is ao education; and a part of the general economy 
of human life is to bring men isto new situations every 
day where they mnst decide mattters for themselves, 
exercising their reasun in the court of judgment and 
conscience. 

I, therefore, with such light and such suggesti ns as 
I may, throw upon yu the responsibility of forming 
your own opinions as to what is right and what is 
wrong for you. In the last estate every man must form 
an independent judgment us to bis dutiesand privileges; 
aud when he bas formed such a judgment you bave bo 
right to deal with him. He is responsible to God, and 
not to his fellow men. You are not his master, aod if 
he does pot think as you do you have no business to 
puvish bim by public sentiment, or by the exclusion of 
the light of your countenance. You have po more right 
to visit moral punishment upon him tban you have to 
visit upoo bim civil or physical punishment. 

I know that on this subject there is a great want of 
consideration. Because we have quenched the fagot, 
and destroyed the gullows, and blown up the jail, and 
done away with the dungeon, as instruments tor the 
punishment of those who differ trom us on questions of 
morality and religious faith. men seem to thivk that the 
era of persecution is past. Ob no, it is vot past; but as 
men grow mure fine punishment is not half so severe oa 
the body as it is on the soul. Negiect; exclusion; 
withdrawal of confidence; the making ove odious and un- 
comfortable by, public sentiment—these are pucisb ments 
which are sometimes sharper than fire, and more cruel 
than the rack or the dungeon. 

Therefore, the law of c nscience, as laid down by 
the Aposi'le, is, if men vary from you io belief respecting 
circumcision or baptism or no bap:ism, 
immersion or sprinkling, keeping the Sabbath in one 
way or another, observiog feasts, using things Conse- 
crated or offered to idols, drinking wine, or going to 
amusemeuts, do not let tuat be a reasou for their ex- 
clusiou by you. Receive them if they give evidence 
that they are sober, honest, earnest, aud are endeavoring 
before God to act according to the law of their own 
conscience. You are not their judge, and you have no 
right tv puoish them, 

I think that if this sort of charity were introduced 
into all our reforms they would muve smoother aod 
with less reactions. If the great law of love prevailed 
more, was more felt, and the attempt to inflict penalties 
Ou Men on the supposition that you are right and they 
are wrong, but Where they thiok they are right, were 
the world would grow a great deal better, | 
think. 

Toe background of coercion, the background of 
physical force employed for the purpose of securing 
uuily 1p moial and religious things, We have corrected 
very largely since the great mediwval periud. It is not 
the vackground.. The incessant disposition 
io rule, to govern, to punish the fractious—that is of 
the Roman jaw, the Roman genius, the Rumao empire. 
But Christ says, Ye are brethren.” He taugut men 
that they were intimately related to each other, and eo- 
joined upon them the duty of recogoizing t at relation- 
ship. Awd he set ao example for us to follow, when, 
iu that bour in which the cousciouspess of his diviuity 
was upoo him, aod he knew that he came from the 
futher, and was going to the father again, he wok a 
towel, aod girded himself, and began tu do the most 
meovial act Kuown to Civilization—to wash the feet of hi» 
disciples—and eaid, **If 1, your Lord aod Master, have 
dove this to you, it is that you may do itto one 
another. 

If toat spirit of sacrifice, that disposition of self-aban- 
doumeut, that going to the bottom and takiog upo» 
one’s self disagreeable things, prevailed among us, and 
extended all through socicty to paternal love, to trater- 
nal love, to sisverly love, to all those forms of love which 
make the family so blessed, aod found its way into 
schools, and coileges, and all the institutions that are 
kuown to civilization, how much Jess there would be of 
clamor and resistance, and Low much m >re easily men 
would be drawa by the silver cord of sympathy and 
persuasion than now! 

May God grant you a good judgment in the exercise 
of yuur liberty. Assert your manhood, and stand ou 
your own feet. Let the law of God be a light to your 
path aod a lamp to your feet. Determine nothing 
fioully uotil you pave prayed over it. Bring everytbing 
that presents itself to your mind for settlement into the 
clear hight of a conscious God, and decide it in view of 
lume aud eternity. Think what you are—a son of God. 
Tuink what your desticy is—the heavenly land. Tbivk 
what will be best for you as the King’s son. 

The old phrase, nodlesse oblige, should be the Christ- 
jan’s watchward. Nodlesse oblige. There ure many 
things tbat you ought tu do, which others do not do, be- 
cause yuu are sons of God, because you have bad so 
many superior privileges, aod because you belo.g w 
the nobility. Nodiesse oblige. You are bound on ac- 
count of your advantages aud-your positioa to do things 
which men do not do wbo have had less instrucciou aud 
fewer Opportuu ities than you bave bad, and whose judg- 
meut is infeiior to yours. There are things whicn, 
though they avoid them, you cannot afford to avoid. 

Be men in Christ Jesus.. Stand for your rights and 


liberties. Then use them so charitably that the weak, 
avd those that wre less fortuuate thaw you, shall bave 
And may Gol help you. 


occasion to biess you. 


Fact and Rumor. 


—Cabinet changes are talked of by every one who knows 
nothing about the matter. Folks who know keep quiet. 

—Wonder if the people who are now howling for the 
Bland Silver Bill would have vociferated on the same side 
if silver were at a premium instead of at a discount. 

—Campaign has opened for the Ohio Senatorship. Five 
candidates in the field, and others ready if an opening 
offers. 

—Coal discovered in immense quantities in New Zealand, 
and yet American dealers are making a combination to 
keep the prices up. 

—There is a rebellion in’ Patagonia, so the papers say. 


It will be news to most people that there is anything in 


Patagonia to rebel against. 

—A sub-committee is revising the rules of the House of 
Representatives. Thirty-six of them are to be dropped 
and the rest consolidated. 

—It has been discovered by the London “ Athenw#um” 
that Robert Hooke knew about the telephone in 1667. He 
did it with a “‘ distended wire.” Robert should have taken 
out a patent. . 

—Twenty-three feet of water on the bar at Southwest 
Pass, according to the official survey. Second payment of 
$500,000 to Captain Eads. Scientific papers, some of them 
at least, still say he is wrong. 

—A decision in the Supreme Court of Rhode Island holds 
that “the finder of lost property is entitled to it as against 
all the world except the real owner, and ordinarily the 
place where it is found is of no consequence.” 

—Spinsters, it is said, are very few in Russia. Can it 
be that this is owing to the alleged established form of 
the marriage ceremony wherein the priest says, “ Here, 
wolf, take the lamb” ? 

—Excepting on the railroads travel at the West is prac- 
tically suspended on account of mud. One of the disad- 
vantages of arich soil. Farmers cannot get their produce 
to market even though the distance is only a few miles. 


—Real Estate Savings Bank of St. Louis suspends. De- 
positors will probably be paid in full, and something left 
for the stockholders. Right, if true. Stockholders are 
generally paid in full, and something left for depositors. 

—The new tariff bill is being put in shape by its com- 
mittee during vacations Glad of it. Hope it will be for 
revenue and not for protection. But it will be cut all in 
pieces or filibustered to death no matter how good it is. 


—The United States treasurer has received from Vicks- 
burg, Miss., an old tin box, which was buried in the ground 
a numberof years ago, and has been lately exhumed, con- 
taining $20,000 in the tirst issues of government greenbacks 
and national bank notes. 

—Thief caught in the act of stealing Gov. Tilden’s law 
books. Sentenced to two years and a half in State’s prison 
by Recorder Hackett, who commented on the heartlessness 
of the accused, who could steal! the tools of trade of a man 
who has just lost the Presidency. 

—At the end of every report of every meeting, in every 
town, in every state of the Union, it is stated that: The 
thanks of the meeting were unanimously tendered to Mr. 
So and so or to the Messrs. So and so. How truly gratify- 
ing votes of thanks are, to be sure. So significant. 
Always unanimous. So sincere. 

—The same remarks apply with equal force to encores at 
concerts. If the applause is ever so faint La Diva takes it 
as an encore, and simpers and bows, and suffers herself to 
be led blushingly to the front by the first violin, and makes 
believe she don’t know what to sing. 

—Some one has invented an innocent looking pocket 
book, which a lady may advantageously carry in her 
hand as a bait for highwaymen. Its peculiarity is that 
when he demands its surrender, or makes a grab for it, the 
holder presses a spring, and the burglar falls back shot 
through the heart—that is, if the lady aims straight and 
points the right end toward the highwayman. 

—Turkish judges have the reputation, so says a cor. 
respondent of the Albany ‘* Law Journal,” of adjourning 
court after all the testimony is in and not rendering a 
decision until they see which side sends them the most 
presents. Russian lawyers, according to the London 
“ Standard,” bargain with their clients on the “‘ payment 
by results” principle, and are in general what we in Amer- 
ica call shysters. 

—Notices of this kind may as well be kept standing in 
the offices of daily papers, with spaces left blank for the 
insertion of names, dates and places : 

“In Brooklyn yesterday morning, while several boys were 
firing with shot-guns at a mark, David Sweeney, aged fifteen 
years, pointed his gun at a companion, Thomas Rourke, and 
shouted, * Look out, I'll shoot you!’ The charge entered 
Kourke’s neck and killed him instantly. Sweeney was ar- 
rested with his companions. He said that he supposed there 
was no charge in the gun. and he only intended to snap the 
cap. The boys Sweeney and Rourke were schoolfellows, and 
on good terms.” 

—Runs on savings banks are very uncomfortable affairs 
at best and cause a deal of worry, whether there is any 
reason for them or not. A German Lutheran minister 
made a statement in his pulpit the other day which spread 
a panic among the Germans resident in the vicinity, where. 
upon they rushed in a body upon a savings bank which is 
said to have $400,000 surplus besides its building. The 
officers have posted a notice to the effect that they will 
keep open night and day for the accommodation of frigbt- 
ened depositors. Ministers should be careful about their 
financia) statements. 
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Financial, 


From Monday, December 24 to Satur- 
day, December 29. 
Financial Quotations—Gold.— 


Monday. Wednesday. Saturday. 

Dec. Dee. Dec. 7. 


Gevernment Bonds. — 
geen figures indicate the highest nominal rates,) 


6s, Ws, 1865, mn. te... ........ 
6a, 5-20s, 1867. 0...... 108% 
fended. 1881, cccccoce 105% 
4s, registere?. '9'7.. ........ Wty 


Bids for State Bonds. 


Alabama 50.14... 40 | V.V. G.L.. W.... 116 
Alabama 1884.... WN.V. 66.0 L.. 116 
Alabama Ss, N.Y. 'S.... 16 
Alabama 4s, 1588 N.C. I7 
Als. 8, Ala. &C.R. 5 NCRIAJS.. 75 
Ala. Sa, of 18v2...... &O. 15 
Ale Se. of D N 4J.... 
Art.6@6 funded.... NACA 
Art 6 N.C. 66, F.A.. @.... W 
Ark. 7 = N.C. 65.F.A.. 8... W 
7 N.C. 3.4... 7 
Ark. Ta. 0.58.5. 5 | N.C. 6a, 0.b.,A.40. 7 
Connecticutés ..... 11) N.C. 6s, 8.T.,e¢.1..... @% 
Georgiate........... ao 2% 
Ga. 7+, new bonds 6 do do 3... 2s 
Ga. 7s, indorsed ... Ohio 6s, SI. 
Ga. 7+, Gold Bonds 108 hode 6s.... 110 
lil. coup. 6. South Carviina ts... 
Ouisiana tie ....... “4 do A.4£0. 
A. new ponds.... do fa, F.A.'6.. 
‘a. new Fi'g D't. 5 | do @ 
A. 7s, Penitentiary do 6a. L.C. BVA 
La. 8s, Levee Bas... 5 Tensceses 8, old.. Me 
La. &, L. of ‘75... 
La. Copsol ...... n.b., 0.6.... 
Mich. Gs, '878-79..... do 64, D.b., "H..... 
Mich. Ge. I883........ Gu fe, n.b., 


M». due in 


Mo. Ga, due 'H2 or 


Mo. +s, due in 107% 
Mo. 66, due tn 1888.. 
Mo. 66. due "89 or "WO 107 


do ex.mat.coup.. WY 
do 68, cun. 2d #... 


6s. deferredb. 
D.C. 1924....... TH 
D.C. reg. Dda....... 76 


Foreign Exchange.— 
London prime bankers, 


Wholesale Prices | Farm Produce. 


For the week ending December 29, 1877. 


Hatter.—Receipte for the week were 15.16 
packages. Exports, 1.222 packages. Corn meal milk 
make from Western creameries, fresh from the 
ehurp, is scarce, and é#0c. has been had fora little 
of this fancy stock.and we hear of two Iilinol« 
creameries that have contracted to ist April next 
at Tic. At the same time there were about 11@ 
packages of butter bought In the West this week 
at 8@8c. for New York acct., and there are several 
thousand pekgs. of common Western stock offer- 
ing at We@lac. here. Fair to good State dairies 
move at about and must be very excellent 
to bring 25c.,and buyers wil! not have them if they 
cap get fresh Western creamery or even the best 
Western mil) butter to take its place. Fall butter 
is running poor, and in many long dairies, es 
pecially frum Chenango and Delaware, the June 
make bas the most favorand is the best part of 
the dairy. The season is remarkable, being a con- 
tinuous [ndiso summer, and navigation is still 
open tw Albany. Fresh rol! butter comes io soft 
op account of the warm weatber, and is slow sale 
at 6@\8ce. We quote: Fine fresh Western cream 
ery make, 3 @ic.: finest selections «f State Octo- 
ber fall make, W@A5c.; fair to good fall butter, 2i@ 
Mc.; Fresh Western factory or mil! butter. I8@20c.; 
old flavored Western factory or mii) butter, 106 
Lic.; entire State dairies, Southern and Middie 
counties, fine. entire State dairies, South- 
erp and Middle c. unties, fair to good, WeTic.; en- 
Ure State dairies, Northern We'ch, fine. 
entire State dairies, Northern Welch, fair wo good, 
grease butier, 

Obheese—Heceipts for the week were 72.70 
boxes. Exports, 19.485 bores. There have been 
few sales of specials at 13\c., and one famous 
factory at 13\c., but lic. isthe regulartop. There 
was greater volume of business this week and 
more doing and s better feeling. We quote: 
Fine September and October make 12@/4c.; early 
made, 10 @ Il fair to good, October mate, 11k@ 
Idec. ; skimmed or off Gavor. 6 @ We. 


Egas.— Choice fresh marks. f eggs are quick sale 
atsoout but lived egus and stale eggs that 
are calieo fresh are hard saie and buyers are afraid 
of them. Fresh eggs, state or western, M@2tic.; 
limed eggs. 

Pesltry acd Game.—Pouitry is io good de- 
mend and the market higher on light receipt. 
There are between 2/@ and 3.00 saddies of ven- 
te00 bere, sale of which after ist Jaouary is pro- 
hibited by the power of the sovereign peuple of 
the State of New York, as turned on by the 
Sporteman's Club. Hence dealers bave circulated 
& petition to the club aforesaid praying them put 
to prosecute for such slight fracture of their stat- 
ute as the sale of deer meat for another # days 
would occasion, and the club holds a session later 
this P. M. to consider whether they will withdraw 
themeei ves into their shell while the sale ges on. 
Howevrr, as the law now stands. a'ithvugh olain'ty 
unconstitational as related to commerce between 
the states, it might serve to barass and annuy 
Geslers,and the pra tical effect of it is to sena the 
vevison market to the dogs or Communipaw Fiats, 
or some other commerciaily enlightened commu- 
nity where free commerce is more or less coveted 
and courted. The price of venison saddies is now 
duwn to 6@8c., and probably Western people will 
learn better than to send it bere to be mixed up 
with game laws devoted to hampering commerce. 
We quote: turkeys, per 4@iée.; 


day*. 3 aye. 
6.856 


chickeus, 10@léc.; geese, venison, not al- | 
lo Wed to be sold; partridges, per pair, ™@@; grouse 

Beans.—Medium are more plenty and a shade 
lower. Medium. per bush., 62 $1.40@82; mar- 
rows, per bush., $4@$2.25. 

Dried Apples are siow and dull. Prime sliced, 
6%@7%sc.; prime quarters, 6@7c.; common stock, 


Green Apples.—Choice varieties, 
seconds, $3@$ \.50. 


Beeswax.—Pure wax, @2%c. 


David W. Lewis & Co. 
“BUTTER ON COMMISSION.” 


SALES QUICK AND PROMPT, AND MONEY 
AS SOON AS BOLD. 


We specially solicit consignments of your Fall- 
make Butter. Address letters and mark packages: 


DAVID W. LEWIS 4 CO., 
NEW YORK. 


Ist, SAFETY. 
2d, INCOME. 


First Mortgage Bonds. 


semi-annual interest, at 
AL NATIONAL BA New 

Yo These nos are secures Dy fret mortgage 
op Improved Real Eatate, situate: inthe state 
of lowa. worth trom three to six times the amount 

f the ‘oan made th-reon. Borrowers with the 
Best Security always pay the lowest rate of 1n- 
terest. These S per cent. bonds are neg: tiated, 
and collection tn full—principal and interest— 
guaranteed by the 

IOWA LOAN & TRUST COMPANY, 
Dea Moines. lowa, Cunfident of ite ability to 
satisfy the most cautious, said Company hereby 
agrees to pay the expenses incurred by any one to 
personally examine the property mortgaged to 
secure these bonds, if such prupe ney te notample 
security in each and every case. nds delivered 
on payanent of funds. Address said Company for 
references in twenty States, and ful partic 

anteed e guarao assuran 


PER CENT. NET. 

that we loan sot to exceed one-third 

the actual value. In over six years’ business 

never iosta« dollar: never delayed a day on inter- 

est or prineipal; no investor through us ever did 

or roves wil) get ap acre of d for particu- 
apd references. 


J. 
Co. LAWHENCE, KAS... or HENRY 
Vanager. 245 Broadway. New York. 


FOR SALE, 


Safe and Desirable Investment 


securities. 


Defaulted A Bought, or tnforma- 
ven. 


rHos. P. ELLIS. 14 Pine ™. 


HANOVER 


Fire Insurance Company. 
120 Broadway, cor. Cedar St. 


Oapital Paid in Oasb.. $500,000 00 
Reserves tor all Liabilities, 

inciuding Kelosurance........ 633.489 45 
Net $00,393 14 


Total Assets, Jan. ist, i877.. $1,644,882 59 


B. 8S. WALCOTT, President. 
REWSEN LANK,. Seeretarv. 


LIVERPOOL & LONDON & GLOBE 
Insurance Company. 


Capital paid up in Cash, - - $1,225,200 


Kangas, Missourt and lows Improved 
Farm Mortgage Bonds guar- 
as an 


7.963,445,17 
Ueseadjusted 
Uoearned Premiums 
at W per cent. ....... ¢ 2.192,220.48 
Reclaimab!e 
Permanent Policies. 5 206,568.17 


All other Liabilities . 27 522.68 
Total Liabilities. 2.541.420,33 
$5,122,024,54 


NEW YORK OFFICE: 
No. 45 WILLIAM STREET. 


J. E. PULSFORD, 
Resident Manager. 
Continental ins. Co., 
Offices, 100 & 102 Broadway, N. Y. 


Breokive, Court and Montague Streets, 
Rroadway, Brooklyn, D. 


Capitel. in ip Cash... ....... $1,000 2.099 
Lisoititivs. 

Total Assets, (Jan ist, '877)...... $3,040.085 07 


CEO. T. HOPE, President. 
_CYRUS_ PECK, 


WHAT IS YOUR NAME ? 


WILL PRINT IT on of the Onest quality 


b address for + cents. ese are 
CLASS CARDS. elegantly printed on 
superior Kristo! -endare pot to 
ed with the com~n. trashy things so generally 
advertised. SPECIMENS AILED for a 3 cent 


THE CHRISTIAN UNION 


WITH OTHER PERIODICALS. 


Those who 


have already renewed can secure the other periodicals by for. 


We invite attention to the annexed prices. 


warding the club price. 


SPECIAL CLUBBING RATES. 


We will send the Curisttan Union with other periodicals at the 
following rates. The price of the periodical is given below. In 
ordering, add the price of the CuRiIsTiAN Union to the cud price 
mentioned in the following list. If you want any periodical not men- 
tioned in this list, write us and we will give prices by return mail. 
After the receipt of the first copy of the periodical, all complaints 
should be sent to the respective publishers, and not to us. 


Crus Price, Rerait Price, 


MONTHLIES. PostaGe Prepaip. PostaGe Preraip. 

Monthly ‘ 4.00 

Nicholas . 3.00 
$ Magazine : 4.00 
The Sunday Magazine 2.75 
The Atlantic Monthly ‘ 4.00 
American Agriculturist ; 1.60 
Arthur's Magazine. 2.50 
Phrenological Journal . 3.00 
The Nursery . 1.30 1,60 
Brainard’s Musical Journal 1.50 

WEEKLIES. 

Harper's Bazar 4.00 
Littell’s Living Age . Gere. 8.00 
The N.Y. Tribune 2.00 
Scientific American . 3.20 

with Supplement 8.20 
Youth's Companion . i 1.75 
Alliance 2.00 


* With life-size portrait of or W $4.50; retail price, $5.00. 
* Must be new Subscription. 


WEBSTER’S DICTIONARY. 


In response to many inquiries as to how subscribers may secure 
Webster’s Dictionary, we state that we will send a copy of 


WEBSTER’S UNABRIDGED 


(by express at subscriber's expense) and the CHRISTIAN UNION three 
years, postage prepaid, to any one who will send us 


TWELVE DOLLARS, 


the .retail price of the Dictionary; or the Christian Union one year to 
three subscribers and a copy of the Dictionary by express as above 
stated. 
This Dictionary contains 
ONE-FIFTH MORE MATTER 


than any other, and in point of definitions is confessedly pre-eminent in 
both hemispheres. To any one who will send «us six new subscribers with 
$18, we will 

PRESENT A COPY OF THE DICTIONARY, 


shipped by express as already stated, or delivered free at this office or in 
Springfield. 


gg 
Send all remittances to Horatio C. King, Publisher. 
— 


CHRISTIAN UNION EXTRAS. 


We issue also a series of articles for special use, republished from the CHRISTIAN 
UNION in a convenient and permanent form :— 


No.l. OUR CHURCH WORK. A series of papers by the Rev. Srernew H. Tynvc. 
Jr. D.D., on Courch Work. 

No.2. HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE. By the Rev. Lyman Assorr. Giving 
plain and practical directions to Sunday-School Teachers and other lay students of the Bible. 

No. 3. HENRY WARD BEECHER IN THE WEST (with Steel-plate Eo- 
graving of the Author). Comprising a brief account of Mr. Beecher’s Western Trp, together 
with * Notes by the Way,” in which he has given sketches of the people and places on hi. 
route. 

No. 4. THE RUSSO-TURKISH WAR (with a Map embracing the Seat of War om! 
the surrounding country). Comprising in the following articles the origin and growih of 
the Eastern Question: HO AKE THE Turks? II. Wuaris R ssta? tive 
CurisTian Provivces. IV. Tue Two Reticions. V. How tHe Wax Beuax. VI. 
Seat or War. VII. Prosrects AND PROBABILITIES. 

No. 5. THE STRIKE AND ITS LESSONS: Two Addresses by Hexey Wives 
Beecuer, delivered in Plymouth Church, July 22 and 29. A consideration of the relations 
of labor and capital. 

Price 16 cents; any two numbers 25 cents; any three numbers 35 cents. 


HORATIO C. KINC, Publisher, 
27 Park Place, New 


tam 
THE ALERT PRINTING CO., 208 12h 
Street, Brovklys. N. ¥. 
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THE CHRISTIAN UNION. 


Vout. XVIL, No. 1. 


Science and Art. 


COLONIAL ARCHITECTURE. —In the number of the 
“American Architect and Building News” for December 
15th is published a paper lately read by Mr. J. C. 
Cady, of this city, before the New York Chapter of the 
American Institute of Architects. We quote some of its 
more interesting passages: 

“In the matter of mechanics the early builders seem 
to have been peculiarly favored, there being in thefeoun- 
try a large number of skilled workmen, both English 
and French, who had come over with the armies. ‘I re- 
member being very strongly impressed, when quite young, 
by a few houses in a Connecticut village that possessed 
unusual character and interest. Subsequent investigation 
revealed the fact that a portion of Lafayette’s army was 
quartered near the town one winter, and some Frenchmen 
who had come over with him had been induced to settle 
there later and resume their old trade of house-building 
for the benefit of some of the more aristocratic families of 
that day. 

‘*In Northern New Jersey we find a very interesting class 
of old houses that were built without such peculiar advan- 
tages as have been mentioned, their owners neither pos- 
sessing wealth nor being able to secure very skilled 
mechanics; and yet for interest and comeliness they put to 
blush the average house of modern build. The Dutch 
houses are broad (seldom lofty); horizontal lines predomi- 
nate: their roof masses are simple, expressive, and often 
graceful. The houses never seem ambitious or pretentious ; 
the big chimneys. broad, well-lighted doorways, and 
spreading roofs suggest hospitality and good cheer. More- 
over, the buildings are often singularly well adapted to 
their sites. No wonder that people of taste moving from 
town to this part of the eountry eagerly seek for an old 
Dutch house; it is only to be regretted that they so often 
spoil them in the additions they make. The builders were 
not people of any special taste or refinement. They were 
of the class Washington Irving has so comically described 
in his account of the settling of Communipaw. I have 
seen a collection of veritable descendants of these early 
settlers at work preparing the foundations of a house, and 
felt that Irving’s description was not a whit exaggerated, 
—such funny, droll Dutchmen, so oddly attired, and so un- 
gainly in their appearance and action. Yet their very 
lack of resources seems to have saved them from many of 
the abominations which people of a later date have fallen 
into. It was difficult for the Dutch settlers in those days 
to obtain good mortar, and so the masonry of the first 
story, which was usually built of stone, was laid in Jersey 
mud or clay. This involved the necessity of giving the 
walls careful protection from storms: so where the roof 
came over the wall it was often made to project several 
feet beyond with a graceful curve, forming in some cases 
the roof to a piazza: and where at the gable-ends a perpen- 
dicular wall] of wood-work surmounted the stone, it over- 
hung considerably. Very likely they did not think when 
exercising these wise precautions that they were adding 
grace and beauty to their roofs as well as picturesqueness 
to the walls. The gambrel or curbed roof prevailed; 
quaint in its lines, which consi.ted of a double slope on 
each side, the ends being carried up as gables. It was 
often of very pleasing proportions, and varied according 
to circumstances. The chimneys were of great size, as was 
necessary for the huge fireplaces that were filled with the 
cheerful blaze of the burning logs. The front door was 
broad, and usually divided horizontally in the center. The 
origin of this division I have never ascertained. (We 
have always understood that it was to keep young chil- 
dren indoors and chickens, pigs, etc., out.—Ep.) Its value 
nowadays seems to be in preventing the too free entrance 
of tramps to country houses, while allowing a full play of 
light and air. The door had heavy fastenings and hinges 
of wrought iron, often interesting in design; the side lights 
and head lights were framed ina sort of traceried sash of 
light flowing pattern that contrasted agreeably with the 
massive solidity of the door. The glass itself was interest- 
ing though rough: the sash-work sometimes contained 
bull’s-eyes of oval or egg shapes, that were much more 
effective than those that are now in such vogue among 
our stained-glass workers. The piazza work was lighter 
than that of the present time, and less clumsy, and yet 
abundantly strong, it often embraced seats that seemed 
inviting. The color of these houses was usually quiet; the 
first story being of brown stone, the gable-ends and car- 
pentry painted an olive or drab. Very often, however 
this wood-work was in white, but there was so little of it 
that it was not glaring. The all-spreading roofs took on 
the gray that time with its toning hand, its lichens and 
mosses, adds to unpainted shingles. 

“For a glimpse at the interior of one of these houses, 
come witb me in imagination to a friend who has a posses- 
sion of this kind that he values greatly. We enter a good- 
sized hall, furnished very much like the rest of the first 
floor, and connecting with the drawing-room by a large 
opening which is partially draped. This hall which is free 
from staircases forms practically an extension to the 
drawing-room in summer, but in winter becomes merely a 
vestibule. The ceilings of the first story are supported by 
massive timbers which have never been painted; and they 
and the wood-work they carry possess a beautifully soft 
fawn-<color, the result of age, and probably also of very 
many scrubbings. In the center of one side of the draw- 
ing-room is an immense fireplace and chimney, whose form 
rises to the ceiling, and whose brass dogs bear heavy logs. 
The fireplace has its jambs, and, indeed the whole breast 
up to the ceiling, covered with old Dutch tiles of a purplish 
hue, a great number of them in all. and far more drol! in 


design than the modern imitations. On either side of this 
fireplace is a cupboard for choice glass, crockery, or books, 
the closets being glazed and having quaint tracery to hold 
the glass as in the case of the front door. The shelves are 
prettily curved in plan, and interspersed among them are 
convenient lockers, drawers, and secret hiding-places for 
valuables; a most entertaining piece of ingenuity and nice 
carpentry. The windows ar@ deeply set in thick stone 
walls, the sash being rather heavy and holding smal! lights. 

“As we sit in these rooms, and reflection and curiosity 
are stimulated, we realize that they are not large, yet they 
seem extremely spacious; and we are led at once to in- 
vestigate from whence this effect arises. The first assign- 
able cause seems to be the low ceilings (about eight feet), 
which not only give an air of cosiness, but increase the 
breadth of the rooms: next we cannot but conclude that 
the very small trim architraves, etc., must greatly increase 
this effect; then the smal] sash-lights, and lastly, perhaps, 
the general good sense in furnishing. 

“As has been mentioned, the finish is very small, and 
the mouldings everywhere simple and delicate. Machine- 
mouldings were happily unknown im those days; and the 
mouldings, being worked by hand, were simpler, smaller 
and vastly better than the elaborate and untamed mem- 
bers that machinery now turns out so rapidly.” 


Our Folks at Poganac.” 


MRS. HARRIET BEECHER STOW E. 


CHAPTER 1X. 
ELBCTION DAY IN POGANUC., 


HE month of March had dawned over the slippery, 

snow-~<clad hills of Poganuc. The custom that enumer- 
ates this as among the spring months was in that region 
the most bitter irony. Other winter months were simple 
winter—cold, sharp and hard enough—but March was 
winter with a practical application, driven in by winds 
that pierced through joints and marrow. Not an icicle of 
all the stalactites which adorned the fronts of houses had 
so much as thought of thawing; the snow banks still lay 
in white billows above the tops of the fences; the roads, 
through which the ox-sleds of the farmers crunched and 
squeaked their way, were cut deep down through heavy 
drifts, and there was still the best prospect in the world 
for future snow-storms; but yet it was called “spring.” 
And the vating day had come; and Zeph Higgins, full of 
the energy of a sovereign and voter, was upat four o'clock 
in the morning, bestirring himself with a tempestuous 
clatter to rouse his household and be by daylight on the 
way to town to exercise his rights. 

The feeble light of a tallow dip seemed to cut but a small 
circle into the darkness of the great kitchen. The frost 
sparkled white on the back of the big fire-place, where the 
last night's coals lay raked up under a bank of ashes. An 
earthquake of tramping cowhide boots shook the rafters 
and stairs, and the four boys appeared on the scene of 
action. Backlog and forestick were soon piled and kin- 
dlings laid, and the fire roared and snapped and crackled 
up the ample chimney. Meek, shadowy Mrs. Higgins, 
with a step like a snow-flake, and resignation and sub- 
mission in every line of her face, was proceeding to cut off 
frozen sausages from the strings of the same that garnished 
the kitchen walls. The tea-kettle was hung over the blaze. 
and Zeph and the boys, with hats crowded down to their 
eyes, and tippets tied over their ears, plowed their way to 
the barn to milk and feed the stock. 

When they returned, while the tea-kettle was puffing 
and the sausages frying and sizzling, there was an interval! 
in which Zeph called to family pravers, and began reading 
the Bible with a voice as loud and harsh as the winds 
that were blowing out of doors. 

Zeph always read -the Bible straight along in course, 
without a moment's thought or inquiry as to the sense of 
what he was reading, which this morning was from 
Zechariah xi., as follows: **Open thy doors, O Lebanon, 
that the fire may devour thy cedars. Howl, fir tree; for 
the cedar is fallen; because the mighty are spoiled. How], 
O ye oaks of Bashan, for the forest of the vintage is come 
down. There is a voice of the howling of the shepherds, 
for their glory is spoiled: a voice of the roaring of young 
lions, for the pride of Jordan is spoiled.” Zeph rendered 
the whole chapter with his harshest tones, and then. al] 
standing, he enunciated in stentorian voice the morning 
prayer, whose phrases were an heir-loom that had de- 
scended from father to son for generations. 

The custom of family worship was one of the mosi rigid 
inculcations of the Puritan order of society, and came 
down from parent to child with the big family Bible, where 
the births, deaths and marriages of the household stood 
recorded. 

To be a householder required that every man should have 
prayers in his family: it was not respectable to omit them. 

In Zeph’s case the custom seemed to be merely an in- 
herited tradition, which had dwindled into a habit purely 
mechanical. Yet, who shall say’ 

Of a rugged race, educated in bardness. wringing his 
substance out of the very teeth and claws of reluctant 
nature, on a rocky and barren soil, and undera harsh, 
forbidding sky, who but the All-Seemg could judge him: 
In that bard soul there may have been thus uncouthly 
expre@ed a loyalty for Something Higher, however dimly 
perceived. It was acknowledging that even he had his 
waster. One thing is certain, the custom of family prayers, 
such as it was, was a great comfort ty the meek saint by 


*Copyright Is... Hy Harriet Beecher Stowe. 


his side, to whom any form of prayer, any pause from 
earthly care and looking up toa Heavenly Power, was a 
blessed rest. In that daily toil, often beyond her strength. 
when she never received a word of sympathy or praise, 
it was acomfort all day to her to have had a chapter in 
the Bible and a prayer in the morning. Even theugh the 
chapter were one that she could not by possibility under- 
stand a word of, yet it put her in mind of things in that 
same dear book that she did understand; things that gave 
her strength to live and hope to die by, and it was enough! 
Her faith inthe Invisible Friend was so strong that she 
needed but to touch the hem of his garment. Even a 
table of genealogies out of his book was a sacred charm, an 
amulet of peace. 

Four sons—tall, stout and ruddy, in different stages of 
progression—surrounded the table and caused sausages, 
rye-and-Indian bread and pork-and-beans rapidly to dis- 
appear. Of these sons two only were of the age to vote. 
Zeph rigorously exacted of his boys the full amount of 
labor which the law allowed till their majority; but at 
twenty-one he recognized their legal status, and began 
giving them the wages of hired men. On this morning he 
longed to have his way as to their vote; but the boys had 
enough of his own nature in them to have a purpose and 
will of their own, and how they were to vote was an im- 
penetrable secret locked up in the rocky fastnesses of their 
own bosoms. 

As soon as there were faint red streaks in the wintry 
sky, Zeph’s sled was on the road, well loaded up with cord- 
wood to be delivered at Colonel Davenport's door; for Zeph 
never forgot business nor the opportunity of earning an 
honest penny. The oxen that drew his sled were sleek, 
well-fed beasts, the pride of Zeph’s heart, and as the red 
sunlight darted across the snowy hills their breath steamed 
up, @ very luminous cloud of vapor, which ina few mo- 
ments congealed in sparkling frost lines on their patient 
eve-winkers and every little projecting hair around their 
great noses. The sled runners creaked and grated as Zeph, 
with loud ** Whoa,” ** Haw,” or ** Gee,”’ directed the plod- 
ding course of his beasts. The cutting March wind was 
blowing right into his face; his shaggy, grizzled eye-brows 
and bushy beard were whitening apace; but he was in 
good spirits—he was going to vote againgt the Federalists: 
and asthe largest part of the aristocracy of Town Hill 
were Federalists, he rejoiced all the more. Zeph was a 
creature born to oppose, as much as white bears are made 
to walk on ice. 

And how, we ask, would New England's rocky soil and 
icy hills have been made mines of wealth unless there had 
been human beings born to oppose, delighting to combat 
and wrestle, and with an unconquerable power of will / 

Zeph had taken a thirteen-acre lot so rocky that a sheep 
could scarce tind a nibble there, had dug out and blasted 
and carted the rocks, wrought them into a circumambient 
stone fence, plowed and planted, and raised crop after 
crop of good rye thereon. He did it with heat, with seal 
with dogged determination; he did it all the more because 
neighbors said he was a fool for trying, and that he could 
never raise anything on that lot. There was a stern joy 
in this hand-to-hand fight with nature. He got his bread 
as Samson did his honeycomb, out of the carcass of the 
slain lion, ** Out of the eater came forth meat, and out of 
the strong came forth sweetness.” Even the sharp March 
wind did not annoy him. It was a controversialwind, and 
that suited him; it was fighting him all the way, and he 
enjoyed beating it. 

Such a human being has his place in the Creator's 
scheme. Not very charming to live with; not desirable 
as a husband or lover; but just the thing where thirteen. 
acre lots are to be brought under, and where valleys are to 
be exalted and mountains brought low and the way of the 
Lord prepared. 

Poganuc was, for a still town, pretty well alive on that 
day. Farmers in their blue linsey frocks, with their long 
cart whips, and their sleds hitched here and there at dif- 
ferent doors, formed frequent objects in the picture. It 
was the day when they felt themselves as good as anybody. 
The court house was surrounded by groups earnestly dis 
cussing the political question; many of them loafers who 
made a sort of holiday, and interspersed'their observations 
and remarks with visits to the bar-room of Glazier’s tavern, 
which was doing a thriving business that morning. 

Standing by the side of the distributor of the Federal! 
votes might be see a tall, thin man, with a white head 
and an air of great activity and keenness. In his twink- 
ling eye and in every line and wrinkle of his face might be 
read the observer and the humorist ;: the man who finds 
something to amuse him in all the quips and turns and 
oddities of human nature. This was Israel Dennie, High 
Sheriff of the County, one of the liveliest and shrewdest 
of the Federal leaders, who was, so to speak, crackling with 
activity, and entering into the full spirit of the day in al! 
its phases. 

** Here comes one of your party, Adains,” he said with a 
malicious side twinkle to the distributor of the Democratic 
votes, as Abe Bowles, a noted * maurais sujet” of the vil 
lage, appeared out of Glazier’s bar-room, coming forward 
with a rather uncertain step and flushed face. 

** Walk up, friend; here you are.” 

*T.o a-goin’ for toleration,” said Abe, with thick utter 
ance. * We've ben tied up too tight by these ‘ere minis. 
ters, we have. I don't want no priestcraft, I don't. I be 
lieve every man's got to do as he darn pleases, I do. 

“And go straight to the Devil if he wants to,” said 
Squire Dennie smoothly. “‘Go ahead, my boy, and put in 
your vote.” 

“ There comes old Zeph Higgins,” he added with alert- 
ness; “let us have a bit of fun with him.” 

Hulloa, Higgins; step this way; here's Mr. Adams 
give you your vote. You're going to vote the Democratu: 
ticket, you know.” 
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“No, I ain't, nuther,” said Zeph, from the sheer mechan- 
ial instinct of contradiction. 

‘Not going to vote with the Democrats, Higgins? All 
right, then you're going to vote the Federal ticket; here 
tis.” 

Tain’t, nuther. You let me alone. I ain't a-goin’ 
to be dictated to. I’m a-goin’ to vote jest as I'ma mind 
ter. I won't vote for nuther, ef I ain't a mind ter, and I'll 
vote for jest which one I want ter, and no other.” 

‘So you shall, Higgins; so you shall,” said Squire Den- 
nie sympathetically, laying his hand on Zeph’s shoulder. 

‘*T shan’t, nuther; you let me alone,” said Zeph, shak- 
ing off the Sheriff's hand; and clutching at the Democratic 
ticket, he pushed up towards the polls. 

“There's a fellow, now,” said Sheriff Dennie, looking 
after him with a laugh. ‘‘ That fellow’s so contrary that 
he hates to do the very thing he wants to, if anybody else 
wants him to do it. If there was any way of voting that 
would spite both parties and please nobody, he'd take that. 
The only way to get that fellow to heaven would be to set 
out todrive him to hell; then he'd turn and run up the 
narrow way, full chisel.” 

It was some comfort to Zeph, however, to work his way 
up to the polls with Judge Belcher right in front and with 
Colonel Davenport's aristocratic, powdered head and 
stately form pushing him along behind, their broadcloth 
crowded against his homespun carter’s frock, and he, 
Zephaniah, that day just as good as either. He would not 
have been so well pleased if he knew that his second son, 
Abner—following not long after him—dropped in the box 
the Federalist ticket. It was his right as a freeman; but 
he had no better réason for his preference than the wish to 
please his mother. He knew that Dr. Cushing was a 
Federalist, and that his mother was heart and soul for 
every thing that Dr. Cushing was for, and therefore he 
dropped this vote for his mother; and thus, as many times 
before and since, a woman voted through her son. 

In fact, the pelitical canvass just at this epoch had many 
features that might shock the pious sensibilities of a good 
house-mother. The union of all the minor religious de- 
nominations to upset the dominant rule of the Congrega- 
tionalists had been reinforced and supplemented by all that 
Jacobin and irreligious element which the French Revolu- 
tion had introduced into America. 

The Poganuc “ Banner,” a little weekly paper published 
in the village, expended its energies in coarse and scur- 
rilous attacks upon ministers in general, and Dr. Cushing 
in particular. It ridiculed church-members, churches, 
Sunday-keeping, preaching and prayers; in short, every 
custom, preference and prejudice which it had been the 
work of years to establish in New England was assailed 
with vulgar wit and ribaldry. 

Of course, the respectable part of the Democratic party 
did not exactly patronize these views; yet they felt 
for them that tolerance which even respectable people 
often feel in a rude push of societyin a direction where 
they wish to go. They wanted the control of the state, 
and if rabid, drinking, irreligious men would give it to 
them, why not use them after their kind? When the 
brutes had won the battle for them, they would take care 
of the brutes, and get them back into their stalls. 

The bar-room of Glazier’s Tavern was the scene of the 
feats and boasts of this class of voters. Long before this 
time the clergy of Connecticut, alarmed at the progress of 
intemperance, had begun to use influence in getting 
stringent laws and restraints upon drinking, and the cry 
of course was, *‘ Down with the laws.” 

‘Tell ye what,” said Mark Merrill; “‘ we've ben tied up 
so tight we couldn't wink mor'n six times a week, and the 
parsons want to git it so we can’t wink at all; and we 
won't have it so no longer; we're goin’ to have liberty.” 

**Down with the tithing-man, say I,” said Tim Sykes. 
** Whose ness is it what I do Sundays? I ain't 
goin’ to have no tithing-man spying on my liberty. I'll do 
jest what I'm a mind! ter, Sundays. Ef I want ter go 
a-fishin’ Sundays, I'll go a-fishin’.” 

‘Tell ye what,” said Liph Kingsley, as he stirred his 
third glass of grog, “this ‘ere priestcraft’s got to go 
down. Reason’s got on her throne, and chains is fallin’, 
I'm a free man—lI be.” 

* You look like it,” said Hiel, who stood with his hands 
in his pockets contemptuously surveying Liph, while with 
leering eye and unsteady hand he stirred his drink. 

“That air’s what you call Reason, is't?” added Hiel. 
‘* Wal, she’s zot on a pretty topplish throne, seems to me. 
I bet you Reason can't walk a crack now,” he said, as Liph, 
having taken off his glass, fell with a helpless dump upon 
the settle. 

“Sot down like a spoonful of apple-saas,” said Hiel, 
looking him over sarcastically. The laugh now turned 
against the poor brute, and Hiel added: *‘ Wal, boys, spose 
you like this ‘ere sort of thing. Folks is different; for my 
part like to kinder keep up a sort o’ difference ‘tween me 
and the hog. That air’s my taste; but you're welcome to 
yourn,” and Hiel went out to carry his observations else- 
where. 

Hiel felt his own importance to the community of 
Poganuc Center too much to have been out of town on 
this day, when its affairs needed so much seeing to, there- 
fore he bad deputed Ned Bissel, a youth yet wanting some 
two years of the voting age, to drive his team for him 
while he gave his undivided attention to public interests; 
and indeed, as nearly as mortal man can be omnipresent, 
Hiel had been everywhere and heard everything, and, as 
the French say, “ assisted” generally at the political strug- 
gle. Hiel considered himself as the provisional owner and 
care-taker of the town of Poganuc. It was our town, and Dr. 
Cushing was our minister, and the great meeting-house on the 
green was our meeting-house, and the singers’ seat therein 
was our singers’ seat, and he was ready to bet on any ser- 
mon, or action, or opinion of ovr minister. Hiel had not 


yet, as he phrased it, experienced religion, nor joined the 
church; but he “calculated he should some of these days.” 
It wasn’t Doctor Cushing’s fault if he wasn’t converted, he 
was free to affirm. Hiel had been excessively scandalized 
with the scurrilous attacks of the Poganuc ** Banner,” and 
felt specially called’ to show his colors on that day. He 
had assured his mother on going out that morning that she 
needn't be a mite afeared, for he was a-goin’ to stand up 
for the minister through thick and thin, and if any of 
them Democrats *saassed” him he'd give ‘em as good as 
they sent. 

In virtue of his ardent political zeal, he felt himself to- 
day on equal and speaking terms with all the Federal 
magnates ; he clapped Colonel Davenport on the shoulder 
assuringly, and talked about “ our side,"’ and was familiar 
with Judge Belcher and Sheriff Dennie—darting hither and 
thither, observing and reporting with untiring zeal. 

But, after all, that day the Democrats beat, and got the 
State of Connecticut. Sheriff Dennie was the first to carry 
the news of defeat into the parsonage at eventide. 

* Well, Doctor, we're smashed. Democrats beat us all 
to flinders.”’ 

A general groan arose. 

“Yes, yes,” said the Sheriff. ‘‘ Everything has voted 
that coald stand on its hind legs, and the hogs are too many 
for us. It’s a bad beat—bad beat.” 

That night when little Dolly came in to family prayers, 
she looked around wondering. Her father and mother 
looked stricken and overcome. There was the sort of 
heaviness in the air that even achild can feel when deep 
emotions are aroused. The boys, who knew only in a 
general way that their father’s side had been beaten, looked 
a little seared at his dejected face. 

‘Father, what makes you feel so bad?” sgid Will, with 
that surprised wonder with which children approach emo- 
tions they cannot understand. 

‘I feel for the Church of God, my child,” he said, and 
then he sung for the evening psalm : 

“ Llove thy kingdom, Lord. 
The house of thine abode ; 
The Church our dear Redeemer <aved 
With his own precious blood. 


For her my tears shall fall, hs 
For her my prayers ascend: ~ 
To her my cares and tolls be given 

Till toils and cares shall end.” 

In the prayer that followed he pleaded for New England 
with all the Hebraistic imagery by which she was identified 
with God's ancient people : 

“Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel; thou that leadest 
Joseph like a flock ; thou that dwellest between the cheru- 
bims, shine forth. Thou hast brought a vine out of 
Egypt; thou didst cast forth the heathen, and plant it; 
thou preparedst room for it and didst cause it to take deep 
root, and it filled the land. The hills were covered with 
the shadow of it, and the boughs thereof were like the 
goodly cedars. Why hast thou then broken dewn her 
hedges so that all that pass by the way do pluck her! The 
boar out of the wood doth waste it; the wild beast of the 
field doth devour it. Return, we beseech thee, O Lord, 
and visit this vine and vineyard that thou hast planted and 
the branch that thou madest strong for thyself.” ; 

It was with a voice tremulous and choking with emotion 
that Dr. Cushing thus poured forth the fears and the sor- 
rows of his heart for the New England of the Puritans ; 
the ideal church and state which they came hither to 
found. 

Little Dolly cried from a strange childish fear, because 
of the trouble in her father’s voice. The pleading tones 
affected her, she knew not why. The boys felt a martial 
determination to stand by their father and a longing to 
tight for him. All felt as if something deep and dreadful 
must have happened, and after prayers Dolly climbed into 
her father’s lap, and put both arms round his neck, and 
said: ‘* Papa, there sha’n't anything hurt you. Ill defend 
you.” She was somewhat abashed by the cheerful laugh 
which followed, but the Doctor kissed her and said: 
‘So you shall, dear; be sure and not let anything catch 
me," and then he tossed her up in his arms gleefully, and 
she felt as if the trouble, whatever it was, could not be 
quite hopeless. 

But Dolly marveled in her own soul as she went to bed. 
She heard the boys without stint reviling the Democrats 
as the authors of all mischief; and yet Bessie Lewis's 
father was a Democrat, and he seemed a nice, cheery, 
good-natured man, who now and then gave her sticks of 
candy, and there was his mother, dear old Madame Lewis, 
who gave her the Christmas cookey. How could it be 
that such good people were Democrats? Poer Dolly hope- 
lessly sighed over the mystery, but dared not ask questions. 

But the Rev. Mr. Coan rejoiced in the result of the elec- 
tion. Not that he was by any means friendly to the ideas 
of the Jacobinical party by whose help it had been 
carried; but because, as he said, it opened a future for the 
church—for he too had his idea of ‘‘ The Church.” Mean- 
while the true church, invisible to human eyes—one in 
spirit, though separated in creeds—was praying and look- 
ing upward, in the heart of Puritan and Ritualist, in the 
heart of old Madame Lewis, of the new church, and of old 
Mrs. Higgins, whose soul was with the old meeting-house; 
of all everywhere who with humble purpose and divine 
aspiration were praying: “Thy kingdom come; Thy will 
be done.” 

That kingdom was coming even then—for its coming is 
in safer hands than those on either side—and there came a 
time, years after, when Parson Cushing, looking back on 
that election and its consequences, could say with another 
distinguished Connecticut clergyman: 

‘I suffered more than tongue can tell for the best thing 


| that ever happened to old Connecticut.” 


(To, be continued.) 


BOSTON MONDAY LECTURES-* 
LIFE. 
By THe Rev. Josern Cook. 


\ ’ HEN we hear the noise of the falling water, or the 

hiss of the steam which drives a loom, we do not 
confuse the force of these agents with that of the weaver. 
The unintelligent forces of the waterfall or the steam are 
contrasted with the weaver much as the blind chemical 
and physical forces at work in living organisms are con- 
trasted with life. You know that the steam and the water 
cause the movements of the loom, and vet that the weaver 
coordinates those movements. The rude, sightless force of 
the waterfall and of the steam may be essential, but they 
do not make the loom, and there can be no weaving until 
there is a loom. Even after the appropriate mechanism 
has been brought into existence you must have the weaver 
to coordinate its activities. He does not put forth all the 
force there is in the loom, but he codrdinates it all. Surely 
there is a distinction between codrdinating and causing the 
movements of germinal matter. Sometimes the weaver 
makes the loom and moves it, too. In this life, chemical 
and physical forces play through the organism; but when 
we drop the natural and acquire a spiritua! body, perhaps 
the change is analogous to that which occurs when a 
weaver whose loom has been moved by a waterfall or 
steam dispenses with their aid and sets the loom in motion 
by his own force. 

In the defense of the authority of the necessary beliefs, 
or axiomatic truths of the intellect and conscience, against 
the pretenses of materialism, what are some of the uses 
which can be made of 4 correct definition of life? 

Correctly defined, life in physical organisms is the power 
which codrdinates the movements of germinal matter. 

Inorganic matter does not move, formed matter does not 
move, except as each is moved by the bioplasts. To 
account for the changes in the position of the former we 
must, therefore, fasten our attention on the movements ot 
the latter. The defect of Spencer's, and of many another 
attempted definition of life in physical organisms, is that 
such life is not spoken of as connected always with 
germinal matter. Spencer is justly criticised by Drysdale 
for not confining the range of his definition to this peculiar 
kind of matter called bioplasm. (Drysdale, Protoplasmic 
Theory of Life, London, 1574, p. 176.) It is now conceded 
even by Huxley that life exists only in the matter of the 
bioplasts. Where life came from, he says, we do not know; 
but we do know that so far as human observation has ex- 
tended, life has been found only in connnection with bie 
plasm. Therefore, in the definition of life in physical or- 
ganism, bioplasm must be prominently mentioned. 

Why not say that life in physical organism is the power 
which codrdinates the movements of the bioplasts/ Be- 
cause there are individual animalcules which have life, 
and yet consist apparently-not of many bioplasts, but of a 
single naked throbbing mass of this germinal matter. 
When such an anima! wishes to digest its food it sometimes 
thrusts it into its side, making a stomach there, and absorb- 
ing its nutriment, and then the debris is removed, and the 
animal is whole again. This procedure evidently involves 
a coordination of movements; and we say that the action 
by which such an animalcule digests its food is not the 
result of chemical and mechanical forces merely, but of 
life that directs them, or of a power which codrdinates 
the throbbing of that single mass of bioplasm of which the 
animalcule may consist. There is a codrdination there 
such that a process essential to the preservation of the ani- 
mal is carried through triumphantly, and the chemical 
and physical forces, as we have seen in previous lectures, 
do not account for that cofrdination. Something must 
account for it; and that something we call life. The power 
is there, for we see its effects. ut when we rise to the 
more complex organisms, the fact of coordination stands 
out before us with blazing vividness. We have codrdina- 
tion upon cotirdination, wheel within wheel; and the 
cause of the cotirdination we call life. 

It is my conviction that, in discussing the nature of life, 
our faces are turned toward a land in which most impor- 
tant discoveries are to be made in the next century. 
feeling is that the debate between atheists and theists is to 
be settled in the country of which we now stand on the 
edges in biology. So far as there is a debate concerning 
fundamental truth, so far as the great questions concern- 
ing necessary beliefs are drawn into dispute, they are to be 
settled here; partly by biological and partly by metaphbys- 
ical knowledge. 

The constitution of a germ is a compact which cannot be 
lightly changed. We see that there must be conflicts in 
the tropieal forest. There are the Norse palms and the 
Puritan pines. Here are the Dutch and the Norwegians; 
here are all tribes of men represented by the different 
classes of vegetation. They collide; they are all under the 
law of the struggle for existence and the survival of the 
fittest; but they adhere to their types. These compacts, 
arranged in the cabins of the Maytlowers, are respected, 
in spite of all jostlings of forces off their grooves. Indeed, 
there is no jostling of a force off its grooves, unless after 
ages and ages of slight variation. I am not denying the 
law of variation in asserti roundly the law of heredity 
in sameness. The plan is there as the bioplasmic boats 
land, and we may defy all science to deny the assertion 
that everything there is in the form of the palm is in the 

lan that was arranged in the cabin of the Mayflower of 
he palm, before the boat of the palm touched the coast. 
Everything there is in the plan of the parrot was in the 
thought of the occupants of the Mayflower of the parrot 
before it landed. ere is a constitution brought to the 
Plymouth Rock of every germ. In that constitution | hold 
that we have a plan, not only of the form of the body, but 
of the faculties and intuitive beliefs of the soul. 

As original parts of the transmitted co-ordinating power 
in man, and as independent of their own effects, the neces- 
sary beliefs cannot be invalidated by the pretense that they 
depend on our environment and would have been different 
had our experience been different. Has this discussion a 
practical bearing! I can go to twenty universities in the 
world and find young men asserting that one thing is just 
as Divine as another. Wrong is as natural as right, and 
whatever is natural is divine. An adequate detense of 
fundamental truth is made by the establishment of a 
proper definition of life. 


* Ninety-third Lecture. Delivered Monday December % 
Condensed from the “ Boston Advertiser.” : 
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SIMPLICITY, OR EXTRAVAGANCE. 
By Mrs. Henry WARD BEECHER. 


A LARGE class of people all over our land are this 
« day in actual need of the commonest necessaries 
of life, and we are met everywhere by strong, able- 
bodied men and women begging, not for food, but 
work, by which to earn enough to save their families 
from starvation. While such genuine distress is 


known to exist would it not be wise in those whose 


lot has fallen in easier places, who have a goodly 
heritage, to inaugurate a better economy—a simpler 
mode of living—and by it secure not only increased 
means fora larger benevolence, a higher happiness, 
but, by their example, give a practical lesson to those 
less favored with this world’s goods? Are pot the 
leaders of fashion in the present emergency responsi- 
ble if they do not teach a simpler and less extrava- 
gant style of dressing as well as living ’ 

Ah! if “style” or * fashion" did not “ shine to be- 
wilder, and dazzle to blind,” how easily would the 
greater beauty of less elaborate dress, of simple, 
modest elegance, be recognized and appreciated by 
every one! It 1s impossible that any one can see 
beauty or true taste in the deformities of the present 
fashions. They are too grotesquely absurd, and as 
soon as they pass away those who now exclaim, ** How 
lovely !” ‘‘How elegant!" will be among the first to 
ridicule them. 

There is much we wish to say of the absurdities of 
fashion, but defer it till a more convenient season. 
Just now we are overburdened by the sorrows of 
those who are seeking work and finding none, and 
mourn our inability to help them. In this phase of 
suffering we meet many of those unfitted by former 
prosperity and abundant riches to battle with the 
adverse circumstances that now are crushing them. 
Seeing this, and in some of the most painful aspects, 
we are more than ever in earnest in our desire to 
have the rich understand the true wisdom of economy 
t hemselves and the true iore which educates their 
daughters to understand and practice the whole 
science of domestic economy. There is no degrada- 
tioc, but honor in it. A French writer says, ** The 

istinctive sign of a bhigh-bred woman is shown by 
what she knows about the kitchen.” 

There are none so high through walth but there is 
a possiblity that they may, by business fluctuations 
or over-confidence in dishonest and designing men, 
be brought very low and compelled to seek the sim- 
plest occupation and live on the coarsest fare—thank- 
ful even for that. How important, therefore, that 
early instruction and practice should have taught 
them how work can be done the easiest ard cheapest! 
And a solid education should have given them good 
judgment so that they can make a little go a great 
way. This kind of education, once thoroughly se- 
cured while young, is not likely to so fade out of 
mind that it cannot be easily recalled and utilized. 
If the foundations of these instructions are based on 
true and thoroughly economical principles, the de- 
scent from a princely income to a few hundreds a 
year, or from a palace to a small tenement or perhaps 
one or two rooms, is not half so severe. And if 
brighter days come after awhile and those who were 
obliged 10 make this experiment regain something 
like their old position we think they will look back 
to their “‘two-roomed home” with a nobler pleasure 
than was ever experienced in their original palatial 
abode. ‘‘Sweet are the uses of adversity’; and to 
feel that one can accept poverty without repining, 
and, through a mother’s early teachings, have learned 
patience, and by patience have conquered, is a proud 
experience which riches can never give. 

Our readers may recall a conversation with a young 
lady whose husband's salary was so reduced that she 
was troubled to know how to make the small sum 
given carry herself and husband through the year. 
Fully convinced that we were giving her good advice, 
to her dismay we recommended living in two rooms 
and doing her own work. But, after the first surprise 
passed off, like a brave, sensible woman she made the 
trial, and though brighter prospects came sooner than 
she had any reason to expect, the short experience 
gave her a kind of confidence and strength which 
will be a blessing to her always. A short time since, 
from across the waters, a letter came to us from 
which we are tempted to copy a portion for our 
readers : 

“ My DEAR Mrs. BEECHER : I hope you have not forgotten 
the young woman who came to you one day last winter for 
adviee in her domestic affairs. I have not forgotten your 
kind advice, and, best of all, that scrap of your own experi- 
ence in your early married life which you gave me. 

“Shortly after that visit I acted upon your advice, gave up 
my lodgings and took two rooms and commenced house- 
keeping. My husband protested against it. my own family 
friends looked dubiously on and shook their beads mourn- 
fully at my attempt, but I only replied to all remonstrance, 
‘Mrs. Beecher has done it, and I guess I can,’ and I kept dog- 
gedly on. In about two months we had our two rooms nicely 
carpeted and sufficient furniture to make them quite re- 
spectable. But about that time my husband's mother sent for 
him to make a visit home, and, while there, he concluded to 
go into business with bis father. 

“ To show you how virtue is rewarded, I was sent for im- 
mediately, and here I am on the shores of old Erin, in a cosy 
little house, nicely furnished, and with a servant at my com- 


| mand. What though the hovse was built in the days of the 


Revolution and the servant nearly makes my bair stand on 
end by her ways of doing things, and the society is about as 
far advanced in ideas as our people were a century ago? 
Cesar said, * Better be first in a little Iberian village than be 
second in Rome,’ and I think he was right. 

“ Will you not think of me sometimes as learning the daily 
lessons in housekeeping which you have been through? I 
find it takes no end of all the virtues, particularly that one 
called patience. 

“ Please tell Mr. Beecher from me that I am trying to carry 
out his teachings among these sons and daughters of Erin; 
and how much I have to thank him for every day the good 
God who made him only knows.” 

We don’t think any apologies are needed for clos- 
ing with this letter and therefore shall attempt none. 


Our Poung Folks. 


NEW YEAR'S GIFTS. 
By M. F. B. ADKINSON. 

EW Year's gifts! Here they are, stacks of them— 
+ books, toys, balls, dolls, skates, bon-bons and 
hosts of other charming things—for our boys and 
girls, on this first day of January, 1878. But while 
you have been counting and rejoicing over your New 
Year's gifts, I have been thinking what an old, old 
custom is this interchanging of presents on the first 
day of the year. Why, our good spectacled friends, 
the antiquaries, who search out knowledge from 
yellow manuscripts, musty books, and puzzling hiero- 
giyphics, trave its origin back to the time when 
Romulus and Tatius made each other presents at the 
close of the Sabine war. And it is recorded beyond 
doubt, that more than two thousand years ago, the 
Romans observed their New Year's Day as a holiday, 
and had merry times, and received and demanded 
gifts of figs and dates covered with gold leaf, honey 
cakes, ana copper coins bearing on one side the image 
of their double-headed God, Janus, after whom the 
first month of the year was named. The Roman 
emperors were especially favored in the matter of 
New Year's gifts, for all their subjects offered them 
to such an extent as to form a considerable source of 
wealth, until the practice was limited by a decree of 
the Emperor Claudius. The church fathers denounced 
all observances of New Year's Day as relics of pagan- 
ism and idolatry, and forbade Christians accepting 
New Year's gifts under penalty of excommunication. 
Nevertheless, the early Christian emperors, probably 
having as itching palms as their predecessors, con- 
tinued receiving such gifts; and from them this cus- 
tom, with many others which, although originating 
among heathens, had nothing heathenish in their 
nature, descended to the present day. 

In old England, our method of New Year's gifts 
was reversed, the poor gave to the rich, and inferiors 
to superiors; and down to the days of Cromwell the 
subjects gave all manner of presents to their sover- 
eigns. Queen Elizabeth must have had an exceedingly 
“Happy New Year."" An inventory of her New 
Year's gifts was made every year and signed by her- 
self and the proper officers. From these inventories 
we learn bow all the lords and ladies of the court, 
peers and peeresses, bishops, knights, gentlemen and 
gentlewomen, physicians and stewards, on—down to 
the servants—remembered her with purses of gold, 
gems, jewelry, gowns, embroidered mantles, silk 
stockings, gloves, **‘ potts of greene gynger,” bolts of 
cambric and everything else useful and ornamental. 
In this way the maiden queen's famous wardrobe 
was largely supplied. Among her numerous costly 
and elegant presents none were more magpificent 
than those from her adoring favorite the Ear) of 
Leicester. One of his New Year's gifts to the Queen 
is quaintly described as ‘“‘one armilet or shakell of 
golde, all over fairly garnished with rubyes and 
dyamondes, having in the closing thereof a clocke 
and in the fore part of the same a fayre lozeuge- 
dyamonde without foyle; hanging thereat a round 
jewell fully garnished with dyamonds and perle 
pendant, in a case of purple vellat all over embroidered 
with Venice golde, and lined with greene vellat.”’ 

The country tenantry were accustomed to give to 
their landlords, “‘ crammed capons every New Year's 
morne.”’ Little children, dressed in their best, carried 
Kentish pippins and oranges stuck with cloves to 
their godfathers and godmothers; and schoolboys 
composed Latin verses and presented carefully 
written copies of them to their school-masters. 
Gloves and pins were thought to be fine New Year's 
presents, as they were then rare and expensive. 
Sometimes money was given wherewith to purchase 
them and acquired the name of “ glove money”’ and 
“pin money.”’ As pins were’considered as belonging 
exclusively to ladies, the old term “pin money” 
came to be given to that money which husbands 
bestow on their wives for their especial personal use. 

An old custom of asking and demanding gifts on 
New Year's Eve called wassailing is stall practiced in 
some of the most secluded portions of England. 
Anciently, it was thought that in order to properly 
usher in the New Year, every family must have a great 
bow! of ale spiced with sugar, nutmeg, ginger, toast 
and roasted apples. Around this hot brimming bow! 
the members and guests of the family were wont to 
gather on New Year's Eve, and, beginning witb the 
father, each one drank and pledged the others with 
the words “ wass-hael,”’ equivalent to “I wish you 


health.” From these pledge-words the bow! of ale 
came to be called the wassail bowl. 

But some families were too poor to afford much 
feasting, so they went out on the steeets ‘' wassailing,’’ 
going from house to house among their richer neigh- 
bors, singing olden ditties, and bearing their empty 
wassail bowls ornamented with bits of bright ribbon, 
sprays of rosemary, and a gilt apple, and asking for 


money wherewith to fill them. 


The children also went about singing for wassail- 
money; and the following verses, which were a part 
of one of their prettiest songs, may still be heard in 


England: 
“ Here we come wassailing 
Among the leaves 80 green, 
Here we come wandering 
So fair to be seen. 


“ We are not daily beggars 
That beg from door to door; 
But we are neighbors’ children 
Whom you have seen before. 


“ We have got a little purse 
Made of stretching leather skin 
We want a little of your money 
To line it well within. 
“God bless the master of this house, 
Likewise the mistress, too, 
And all the little children 
That round the table go." 


The old Saxons celebrated their New Year's Day by 
gift-making, and so do those queer people the Chinese 
and the Japanese. 

So you see it is an old, old fashion, and one so good 
that probably a thousand years hence childish voices 
will be merrily piping as now, “‘ New Year's Gift.” 


UNCLE CASTINO’S FEAST. 
By Gro. KLINGLE. 


1 RANDUNCLE Castino had ordered a New Year's 

feast. 

There were stews and bakes, broils and fries, pot 
dishes, pan dishes, stuffed dishes, roasts and barbe- 
cues, puddings and pastries, creams and ices. Grand- 
uncle Castino knew bow to order a feast. 

All the children of his family, to the last stretch of 
relationship, had been bidden and had come. 

There were children in the alcoves, on the stairs, in 
the closets, behind the damasks, in the shadows of 
pottery and statuary, in crevices, in corners, and over 
the floor pienty as rose-leaves in June. 

There were musicians with their wind instruments 
and their bushy wigs and their big and little waist- 
coats; musicians known to have plenty of breath 
and the best of pipes, to be the best of time-keepers ; 
but while the children played at hide and seek in the 
corners, or whispered their hopes of # Jig, the merry 
men were mute. 

*‘He promised us music that we might dance,” they 
complained, as they flitted about, ‘‘ and they only put 
their lips to the pipes and do not blow!” 

But while they complained they were invited out 
to the feast. 

How savory were the dishes; how delightful the 
odors; how appetizing the view! The board groaned 
and the odors went up and the children gathered 
about and were still; the mouths watered; the mu- 
sicians stood in a row, with their instruments ready 
to blow; the waiters stood respectfully apart, and 
Granduncle Castino sat quietly looking on. 

What next was to be done? Would Granduncle 
Castino sit so forever? Would he never lead on to 
the consummation of the feast? Would nobody move 
or speak? Would the viands cease to steam, the 
cookeries to heat the platters? How long must the 
nostrils tantalize the palate? 

No one could conjecture. 

Uncle Castino never looked more like taking a doze 
as he bobbed a little forward, then a little backward, 
and would wake up with a little start just in time to 
save his wig. 

‘“*Weare hungry,” piped a voice at his elbow. 

** Indeed we are,” corroborated a second voice. 

“Impossible!” cried Granduncle Castino, arousing 
from his lethargy. ‘ Impossible, indeed; and now 
that we have seen the musical instruments and have 
been to the feast, we will betake ourselves to other 
sports.” 

Whereupon he pushed back his chair and patted his 
waistcoat and proposed to lead away from the board. 

Who could tell what to think? Who could guess 
what to make of it? There was a titter here, and a 
giggle there, and grave faces all around. 

** We are hungry,'’ complained a small man. 

“Hey? High! what do I hear? Odd! Strange! 
Very odd! They have come to the feast and seen the 
dishes and smelled of their flavors, and sat at the 
board long enough for a man to take a doze, and they 
are not satisfied yet. Waiter, bear the dishes around. 
Pass them where they can better see and smell; per- 
haps then they will have enough.” 

* But, uncle, we would rather eat,’’ said a boy, 
growing bold in the crowd. 

** We would like to do more than smell,"’ chuckled a 
second; *“‘we would actually eat or it is no feast. 
W hat good will it do to smell and see?”’ 

“And as to the music,”’ put in another, ‘we want 
to see the men blow and hear the suund; what good 
is it to look at the instruments?’ 

“Bless me,"’ cried Uncle Castino, stepping back, 
“who would have thought of it! All last year look- 
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ing at the covers of books or glancing at their inside 
was generally considered enough to feed the mind; 
thinking about gentleness, kindness, unselfishness, 
loving each other and loving God was with many of 
us considered enough to feed the soul; looking at 
pens, needles, tools, various implements of usefulness 
was considered enough to feed idle, hungry hands, 
why is not the sight or smell of a New Year feast 
sufficient for a hungry stomach?” 

And now Uncle Castino looked quizzically right 
and left, and everybody knew at whom he was look- 
ing, for each remembered how he or she had been 
eheating the hands and head and soul of many a 
meal, and they could only exclaim : 

*“ We see itallnow! Weare ashamed of it all now! 
Pray let us eat of the feast.”’ 

But Granduncle Castino interrupted: “ Not a music 
man shall blow, not a cover shall be lifted, not a dish 
shall be touched, till every one promises that in the 
year which is now come he will try to feed the soul, 
mind and idle little hands, that they will not give all 
to the stomach and let the rest get along by seeing 
and smelling.” 

Then they all cried out and promised, and the feast 
began and the music men piped and the dishes clat- 
tered and the waiters flew about, and Granduncle 
Castino, before they departed, had them al! hustled 
together as so many rose-leaves gathered by the wind, 
and stamping his foot, with its jeweled buckles, de- 
clared to the little people mght and left that naught but 
empty dishes and silent horns would they ever find at 
another New Year feast upless in the year which was 
to come they remembered to feed their minds as well 
as their bodies, and to give their hands some useful 
work, always bearing in their remembrance every 
day of the year to eat as well as to sit by the feast, 
and not only to put their mouths to the horns, but to 
blow. 


ECHO FARM. 
By H. M. B. 


A WAY up in the White Mountains, where perhaps 
4 some of my readers have been during the past 
summer, is a farm called *“ Echo Farm.”’ I think that 
most of you know what an echo is, and lam sure if 
you do you think it very jolly. Here, then, wasa farm 
with the most beautiful blue mountains around it 
and an echo besides. 

This echo was said to be so perfect that we deter- 
mined to go out and hear it for ourselves. So one 
morning we jumped into a buckboard wagon, which 
is a wagon without springs and much used in the 
mountains, and drove away in gay spirits in search 
of an echo. After riding a few miles we came to a 
gate with a signboard which said *“ Echo Farm.” Tip 
jumped out and opened the gate for us, and after 
riding a short distance further we came to another 
gate. Here we had to pay ten cents toll before we 
could enter the fair domain of echodom, 

A little yellow-haired girl with bare feet came run- 
ning out of the farm-house and opened this gate for 
us, and we dropped the ten cents into her chubby 
brown hand, wondering if the echo money went to 
buy her mittens and warm shoes and stockings for 
the winter, which would come so early up there. 

She might wake up any morning and see Mount 
Washington with a snowy night-cap on, and find that 
the shaggy eyebrows of The Old Man of the Mountain 
had growngray. Wedrovealittle further on through 
a green field, but had not gone far when we looked 
around and saw the girl with the yellow hairand bare 
feet who had given us our passports to this fairy land 
trudging along with a big horn, half as large as her- 
self, shining beautifully in the sunshine. Tip pulled 
on the reins and stopped Charlie, who seemed to ap- 
preciate the difference between a high road and a 
meadow. 

Then we took the little girl on behind and told her 
to be careful not to tumble off. When we looked be- 
hind to see if she were safe we could only discern her 
little brown feet and the big horn. 

“ There," saia Tip, “there is where they blow the 
horn to make an echo; there in the corn-field, don't 
you see?” 
board with “echo” on it in black letters. 

But the httle girl brought the horn out for her 
brother to blow upon. We found him near by, and 
soon he was blowing right vigorously. 

You might imagine some grand army marching 
through the mountains with martial music, every 
note came back to us so faithfully. If he blew loud 
and harsh sounds, the same came back to us; and if 
the notes were sweetand soft, then the music which 
we beard far away was soft and sweet. Tip stood up 
in the wagon and hallooed, ** Who are you?” to which 
saucy question he was answered, “ Who are you?" 
which made us all laugh till our pony joined in and 
whinnyed too. 

Tip’s mother showed him Mount Washington, the 
highest mountain in New England, and Mount La- 
fayette, the most beautiful one; and then as we rode 
home, with the sun setting behind a whole pile of 
mountains, among which was the **Camel’s Hump,” 
she told him how all our actions were like the echo 
we had just heard. If we speak kind and pleasant 
words to our fnends and playmates we shall always 
receive kind words and actionsin return. But if we 
speak cross and unkind words, and our actions are 
selfish, then we must not ex) ect that people will be 
generous and kind to us, 


And we did see very easily the white sign- 


Many smiling and good-natured girls and boys do 
not know the reason why every one smiles on them 
and speaks pleasantly, while it is only a reflection of 
their own sweet faces and an echo of their dear 
voices. 


THE PROFESSORS CHAIR 


FTER the wreck of the ** Huron” and the loss of 
+ + life by water comes the disastrous explosion in 
Barclay street, New York, with its loss by fire. It 
isn’t often that a great fire rages now-a-days, for the 
very same reason (progress) that comparatively few 
lives are lost through shipwreck on our rocky shores. 
The steam fire engine, called by the click of the tele- 
graph, rushes through the streets, and before the 
flames have fairly started the tireless stream of water 
is hissing into the burning building. 

The Professor has been thinking of how they got 
Falong without these steamers, without any engines at 
all, for ‘way back in the history of this city there 
surely must bave been a time when even the old hand- 
engines were too great luxuries to be obtained. What 
then did the old settlers do? It is well known that 
they had fires in those days, and that the little houses 
of wood thatched with straw—to say nothing of chim- 
neyAthemselves being of wood, too—were of just the 
kind to catch fire and burn with a vengeance. 

In 1616 New York was called New Amsterdam, and 
it wasn't much of a city either. You must all have 
heard of Castle Garden where the emigrants land. 
Near this place was the old fort built by the first 
Dutch settlers. There were Indians then, you know, 
s0 what few houses the settlers built were clustered 
all about the fort, so that the people could run within 
the enclosure when danger threatened them. 

The winters in those days were very severe, and the 
people had to burn big fires in the open fireplaces to 
keep warm. Now you can see how hard it was to 
keep these little straw-covered cottages from burning, 
and when they did catch fire they generally burned 
down because the people had only a few tubs and 
buckets in which to carry water. In 1648 Gov. Stuy- 
vesant (whose funny looking picture many of you 
must have seen) organized the first tire department. 
He appointed four men to be flrewardens of this great 
city, which held almost 250 houses ! 

These four men went around and made everybody 
sweep hischimney out regularly, and if a man’s house 
burned down because he didn't keep his chimney 
clean, he was fined an amount of money equal to $11 
in our coin. That was rather hard, to have to lose his 
house and his money, too, and there weren't any in- 
surance companies then, either. 

In 1674, when the English took possession of the 
town, they put six public wells in the middle of the 
streets. The water from these wells was raised by 
means of the well-sweep. They have these sweeps 
all over the country to this day. Thus, with the 
rivers on the two sides and with these wells, there 
was plenty of water at hand, but still no engines. 
Back in 1658 arrangements had been made for light- 
ing the city. The ordinance read: “ Every seventh 
house in all streets shall in the dark time of the morn 
cause a lantern or candle to be hung out on a pole. 
the charge to be defrayed equally by the inhabitants 
of the said seven houses.” This made the danger 
from fire even greater than before, so they appointed 
a regular night-watch from November Ist to April 
Ist of each year. After locking the city gates at pine 
o'clock, the man in charge of this watch patrol would 
march about with bis little company, leaving one 
man here and auother there, to look out for fires in 
the separate districts. Each man had a bell, and once 
every hour during the night would go over his beat 
looking for fires, ringing his bell, and shouting the 
time of night or morning, together with the state of 
the weather. How would you like to pe waked up 
by hearing a bell ring and a gruff voice call out: 
“ Three o'clock in the morning and a storm coming”? 

But as the city grew so the number of fires in- 
creased, and in 1686 an ordinance was issued causing 
the owner of each house with two chimneys to have 
a fire-bucket hanvgiug near the front door; and if the 
house had more than two chimneys two buckets were 
required. When a watchman discovered a fire, he 
would run through the streets shouting to the people 
to throw out their buckets. All the men in town 
would tumble out of bed and rush out to help. They 
formed in two lines between the fire and the nearest 
well, and the full buckets were pa-sed up one line 
and the water thrown on the fire, while the empty 
ones were passed down the other line to be filled 
ugain. If anyone refused to help, he had a bucketful 
of water thrown over him. .After the fire vue put 
out, the buckets were all gathered by a city cart and 
carried to the City Hall, where the inhabitants went 
for them and hung them again by their doors. Each 
bucket was marked so the owner would know it. 

In 1731, two fire-engiues were ordered from London. 
This was a great thing in those days, and the corpo- 
ration was very proud about their enterprise. But 
even these wonderful machines didn’t have any suc- 
tion-pipes, and Lad to be fed by meu with buckets. 

In 1738 the volunteer fire department was formed, 
and lasted one hundred and twenty-seven years. At 
first it was considered a very honorable thing (as in- 
deed it was and is at all times, now as then) to save 
property from fire, and all of the best men belonged 
to this volunteer department. 


By-and-by, however, as the city grew larger and 


larger, the number of men increased so rapidly that 
they got jealous of each other, and some of them 
used to be nothing but loafers and would get into 
fights at the fires instead of attending to business as 
they should. So, while there were many good brave 
men among the firemen, there were a great many 
roughs, too, and tin 1565 the volunteers had to give 
place to a paid department with their splendid 
steamer drawn by horses. The old department didn't 
like this at all, but the high buildings of New York 
demanded steam instead of muscle, and the change 
was made. In 1865 the volunteer firemen numbered 

22, while the paid department needed only 600 men. 

You never hear the cry of fire in our streets now, 
for the telegraph does quicker and better work than 
a thousand throats could do. At first the alarms 
were sounded from certain church towers. The city 
was divided into distriCcts and the bells gave out the 
number, showing where a fire had started. But now, 
in New York at least, even this alarm has been with- 
drawn, the firemen only being notified at each of the 
engine houses. So thousands of dollars worth of 
property might be burning just around the corner, 
aud you would know nothing whatever about it 
unless you saw the steamer rushing by with galloping 
horses, or caught sight of the smoke as it darkened 
the sky overhead. 
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Each line of stars represents the same word, which 
signifies the very quality of a thing; but which we 
cannot practically make use of, excepting in the case 
of flowers and plants. The second cross word (these 
words of different lengths) relates to a sharp instru- 
ment of two parts. The third toa person who uses the 
second. The fourth shows the result of the second’s 
use, and the fifth the material that the second some- 
times operates upon. The sixth is what your over- 
shoes are made of. 


A PYRAMID OF FLOWERS. 


* * * 
** * 

@*# teense 


The tlower down the centre is large, and late in the 
season. The lower line (one flower) is something 
sweet and a cluster. The next above belongs to a 
mill (not a “flour’’ mill). The next above this is 
much used by housekeepers. The next a title which 
has no thorn excepting in evil gossip (the title of a 
rose). The highest point is only a tlower iu sound. 


BEHEADED RHYMES. 


Be careful how you use your— 
Lest you should break things in the — 


If you are careless how you—— 

The wistress sure will make you—— 
Now look you, Betsy, very — 

When you come close to Miss Jane's 
Oh! don't she play with pretty 

Her fingers seem to run a— 


It seems to me she's got the-—— 
That every wicked thought could—— 


And when she makes a good long—— 
It seems just like a little — 


But I can't stop, my dear, to— 
At this unconscionable—— 


But, just one thing now you must — 
As close as can be to your-—— 

I peeped and saw young Tracy — 

A beautiful engagement — 


On Miss Jane's finger it did-—— 
And then—but it sha’n't pass my ——! 


You see I can be very 
And sometimes into secreta——— 
But, Betsey, if with you I'm 
I know what's due to Miss Jane's——- 


And won't reflect as did that 
What passed 'twixt on and his——~—- 
DECAPITATIONS. 

1. Behead something that farmers grow, and leave 
warmth; behead again and leave what you do at din- 
ner time; again and leave a preposition. 

2. Behead a cry and leave something that forms 
during the night; behead again and leave a quantity 
of paper. 

3. Behead a title given a lady and leave a man’s 
name; behead again and leave a barrier: again and 
leave a form of the verb “ to be.”’ 


ANSWERS TO PUZZLES OF DEC. 19 

Kitchen Puzzle.Table, poker, dipper. barrel, coal, shovel, 
tongs, spider, pan, strainer, sieve, sad-iron, towel, roller, pail, 
jars, dredge box, bow], matches, tub, spoon, tunnel, grater, 
skimmer, saucer, skillet, jug, chopper, tumbler, steamer, 
basin, cook, ham. 7 

Hidden Cities.—Rome, Thebes, Athens, Brest, Washington, 
London, Verona, Pekin. 

Rhyming Words.—Lamb, Sam, dam, jam, ham, yam, ram, 

Drop Letter,—The Christian U nion, 
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Vor. XVIL, No. 1. 


Farm and Garden. 


GARDEN THOUGHTS ON NEW 
YEAR'S DAY. 

To a methodical writer on rural topics 
the weather of this winter is truly exas- 
perating. We have several times closed 
our notes and comments on outdoor 
work, and sent the reader indoors with 
sundry remarks about the driving snow, 
the cheerful fireside glow, and other 
customary features of winter life, but 
all our well-ro.inded periods are made 
ridiculous by this unseasonable season. 
There is no snow; the soil lies soft and 
sodden, giving out a spring-like smell; 
instead of snuggling by fires people sit 
by open windows—an imprudent prac- 
tice, by the way, but “they all do it."’ 
And here we come to the brink of the 
New Year, and still there is no change. 
Sometimes we have bright sunshine, 
sometimes a brooding cloudiness that 
drops no rain and only softens the light 
and air, while the bare-boughed trees 
alone show wintry signs. 

What shall we do this New Year's 
morning’ (Go out and plant some early 
peas or potatoes?’ We feel very sure 
that an old Jersey gentleman of our ac- 
quaintance must have already dene so. 
He was famous for “getting in” some- 
thing long before his neighbors, and if 
a bitof bare garden soil appeared dur- 
ing a January or February thaw in 
would go the early peas. But what may 
be done on sandy soils is forbidden to 
heavy clays where repeated freezing 
and thawing would soon throw the seed 
on top of the ground. 

At least we can chase our neighbor's 
hens from the new strawberry patch. 
They seem to take a deep and calm de- 
light (since we gave it a dressing of 
straw,) in parading back and forth over 
it, decasionally making the straw fiy as 
though a dozen hay-tedders were in ac- 
tion, while they pick up choice tidbits 
of this, that and the other. We fear the 
green leaves of our strawberry plants 
come in as dessert, with the prospect of 
a meager fruit dessert of our own next 
summer. It 1s too bad after the trouble 
we have taken. The young plants were 
grown in pots last summer, set out with 
great care in a spot prepared for them 
in the old garden, and then removed to 


our new garden, being taken up in 


squares with a spade and loaded intoa 
wagon. We had set our mind on having 
strawberries from that patch next sum- 
mer and we haven't given it up yet. 
But the hens do bother us wofully, 


and we see no way to help it at pres- 


ent. 

it is laughable to look back and see 
how we—Mr. Murphy and I—worked 
and worried to get the garden small- 
fruits planted before frost should come. 
There were raspberries, blackberries, 
eurrants, gooseberries, etc., etc., to get 
in, and only a half day in which to do 
it; but we did it. The ground had not 
been plowed, though having been a po- 
tato patch it was moderately loose. A 
spade-thrust opened a hole, the plant 
was set in it, a shovelful of compost 
flung in, a stamp of the boot, and the 
deed was done. We finished at night- 
fall and the frost came the next day, 
but it did not stay long. Now we wish 
we had waited and taken more time. 
Let us make a New Year's resolution. 
Never, never to hurry our garden work, 
for it never, never pays. Plan the work 
well, begin early, and — the work 
steadily. 

But how many of us can plan well? 
How many of us can arouse a mid-win- 
ter interest in garden work that shall 
lead us to think out a plan for the com- 
ing season?’ Somehow we moon over 
the new catalogues when they come, 
and possibly make out a seed-list—al- 
ways too long and too confusedly select- 
ed—but seed-time surely takes us by sur- 
prise, and we rush out with trowel in 
one hand and seed packet in the other, 
and scratch holes at hapbazard. How- 
ever, seeds will come up that way just 
as well as if they were classified with 
the system of a German philosopher. 

Ah, now we have it! Let us imitate a 
recent German philosopher and study 
the manners and customs of the earth 
worm. Herr Von Hensen sat himself 
down by night and by day to watch 


what the squirmers did, and this is what 
he tells us: The adult worms come to 
the surface at night and go in quest of 
leaves, small twigs and other food ma- 
terial. These they heap up around the 
holes, drawing the leaves into the holes, 
where, when partially decomposed, they 
eat them. These worm-tubes have been 
traced to a depth of six feet. They 
contained very small stones, fruit ker- 
nels and masses of excreta. Some of 
the abandoned holes were filled up with 
black earth which gradually became 
diffused through the soil. In half of 
them were found the roots of plants 
following exactly the course of the 
tube. Observation led to the conclusion 
that only in this way could the roots of 
annual plants get down to a moist sub- 
soil. Von Hensen put two worms in a 
glass vessel filled witb sand which was 
strewed with autumn leaves. In six 
weeks the surface of the sand had a 
half inch of leaf mold on it, while some 
of the leaves had been carried down 
three inches. The worm-tube ran in all 
directions. A single earth-worm weighs 
about 36 grains and may produce in 54 
hours & grains of excrement. Allowing 
34,000 worms to an acre, weighing 2 cwt., 
would give 37 lbs. of fine vegetable 
mold passed through their bodies, be- 
sides the work done in removing vegeta- 
ble refuse from the surface and opening 
up passages through the soil for the ad- 
mission of air aud moisture. 

Truly, here is a Diet of Worms to 
which all the Luthers of agriculture 
ought to be instantly summoned. The 
small boy, also, to whom earth-worms 
are attractive only as bait when a fish- 
ing tramp is in prospect, might take a 
deeper interest in the red wngglers that 
he paeks in his mother’s old pepper box 
could he be induced to study their 
habits with the patience of a Von Hen- 
sen. How little we all know of natural 
objects that have been familiar to us 
from our infancy! Angleworms are not 
attractive subjects of study, yeta good 
aunt of ours, in her small girlhood, 
used to make pets of them, filling her 
apron-front witb a vermicular mass and 
her relatives with horror. But though 
we cannot all of us love the angleworm 
we may at least respect him, and all 
garden lovers must hereafter highly 
value A. W. He cultivates, aerates and 
fertilizes the soil. What more can any 
of us do with all our tools and skill? 
and it is pretty certain we cannot do it 
half as well. 


In the light of scientific truth David's 
cry, “lam a worm and no man,” is not 
as abdsed as it used to seem. The qual- 
ities of wormhood and manhood are not 
so far apart after all, and the honest, 
industrious worm may put to shame 
many a so-called man. There is, indeed, 
another species of worm that has long 
given its name to a certain species of 
man—we mean the bookworm. But in 
either case the application is limited, 
and the devouring of books does not 
call for high mental or moral power. 
But in the angleworm we think we see 
the type of the literary man of the day. 
Especially the Newspaper Man. Like 
the worm, he works by night and by 
day, and gathers food from far and 
near. The great field of thought is 
worm-holed through and through. 
There are news tubes, and art tubes, 
and scientific tubes, and literary tubes. 
The latter are the oldest and are usually 
crammed with the choice excreta of 
past generations. Others have the peb- 
bles of geology and the fruit kernels of 
social science, ard are by no means full, 
The field is the wide world, and the 
busy worms never cease collecting, 
working over, and storing up this food 
for thoughts. Down the ramified tub- 
ing of the Press creep the rootlets of a 
nation’s mental life, ever seeking the 
nutriment that causes thought to bud 
and blossom in the sunlight of action 
and the open air of deeds. 


Fellow-workers on the Press of Amer- 
ica, if you are ashamed to put the angle- 
worm on your crest, at least remember 
that his work is honest, thorough, 
wholesome, and life-sustaining! 

We wish our rural readers a Happy 
New Year on their farms and in their 
gardens. Won't they do a little worm- 
work for us this coming year by sending 
the fruits of their observation and prac- 
tice for storage in the Farm and Garden 
tube of the Christian Union? 


mailed FREE to 
all applicants. Ite 
tains colored plate, e500 engravings, 
about 150 pages, end full descriptions, 
prices and directions for planting over 1200 
varieties of Vegetable and Flower Roera, F te. 
Invaluable to all. Bend for it. 
D. 
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THE CHRISTIAN UNION 


PERSONAL. 


—Queen Victoria, being Duchess of Lancas- 
ter, fell heir to more than £10,000 which had 
been the property of Mr. C. N. Newhouse, of 
Hey wood, Lancashire, who died without beirs. 
The queen bas presented to the town of Hey- 
wood twenty acres of land fora public park. 

—Prince Leopold is to be made a peer anda 
royal duke, probably with the title of Kent or 
York. He would like it to be Lancaster, but 
that ducal title already belongs to his mother. 

—A three-master, the Ritchie, is now load- 
ing at New Orleans for Hoston, which at- 
tracts much attention by the beauty of her 
lines. She isthe old revenue cutter Harriet 
Lane. In 1862 she wascaptured by the Con- 
federates at Gaiveston, then became a block- 
ade runner, and finally, being given up by 
the Spanish authorities in Havana, was sold 
and converted into a merchant vessel. 


—Mr. F. Bridgeman, the American artist, 
who is regarded in Paris as Gérome's best pu- 
pil, is preparing a great picture of an Eastern 
subject for the Salon Of next year. His Egyp- 
tian scenes have attracted much attention. 

—The Princess de Metternich ts said 'o have 
a Pompeiian bedchamber fitted up at her villa. 
The walls and ceilings are in pale blue. From 
the center of the ceiling bangs a lamp of 
mother-of-pearl, curiously wrought, which 
sheds a pale, rosy half-light over the dainty 
room. The tables and stands are of maple in- 
laid with gold and tortoise-shell, with silver 
knick-knacks, cups, statuettes, etc., thickly 
strewn upon them. The chestsand wardrobes 
are of richly carved elm and birch. The floor 
is of mosaic, and on it are scattered fresh 
flowers of a strong fragrance. Finally, the 
bed is of carved ivory. overlaid with mother- 
of pearl; the coveriet is of purple silk, em- 
broidered and deeply fringed with silver, and 
from silver hooks and rods depend semi-trans 
parent curtains. 

—They asked the Bishop of Lincoln why he 
had turned towurds the east at the conclusion 
of a sermon, and the prelate replied: “ | was 
not aware of having done what you say was 
the case, and may I be allowed to add that it 
would not have been worth while noticing if 
I had done it? However, life is not long 
enough for debates on such trivialities.”’ 


—“ The succession of enormous distances 
and strange surprises through which Lord 
Dufferin takes bis hearers reads more like a 
voyage to a newly discovered satellite than 
one to a region hitherto regarded simply as 
the fag end of Americaand a waste bit of the 
world.” Sosays the “* London Times” of Lord 
Duff. rin's account of his Munitoba visit of 
last summer. 

—Chas. H. Wilson, a messenger in the West- 
ern Union Telegraph Company's office, aged 
eighteen, has prepared an essay on “ Neutral- 
izing the Effect of Current Induction which 
presents itself on telegraph wires that run 
parallel to each other.” His invention prom- 
ises to lead to an indefinite expansion of the 
usefulness of the telewraph service. 

—In a recent lecture in London, on “ Tech- 
nical Education,’ Professor Huxley said that 
for many years be had practiced a form of in 
dustry which required a very considerable 
amount of those qualities which were requl- 
site to make a successful) practitioner. His 
particular bandicraft was anatomy, and prob- 
ably that needed as much delicacy of hand 
and ac :uracy of eye as any of the pursuits 
that were followed by his audience. If the 
most skilled watchmaker among them were 
to come to bis workshop or laboratory, and 
bring a watch to be put together asa job for 
him, and if he were to set him, in return, to 
dissect the nervous system a black beetle. 
he fancied the chances would be that he 
would bave done bis work to the satisfaction 
of the watchmaker before the watchmaker 
had performed his task to the satisfaction of 
the profeseor. To become an anatomist, it 
was necessary to have a good and sound 
knowledge of the elements of physical 
ecience ; that was to say, of the properties and 
characters of natural objects, with a knowl 
edge of drawing and of foreign languages, 
and, above all, that vigor and elasticity of 
mind which were the special properties of 
youth, as men who were ageing now new to 
their cost-—-he mennt that power of looking 
at things in different ways, without having 
had their freshness and vigor washed out of 
them by the present day incessant grinding 
for examinations. Young people were made 
to use their brains before they were properly 
set, and so by the time that the strain and 
pressure of life came upon them, tbe spring 
of their intellectual faculties was gone. It 
had been said of early risers, that they were 
conceited all the morning and stupid all the 
afternoon. Whether that was true, he did 
not know, but it was certainly in his exper- 
lence that studenta who were made to rise too 
early intellectually-—-to get too early at the 
tops of their classes--were apt to be conceited 
and stupid as had been described. 
OVINGTON BROTHERS. 
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The Child's First Prayer, 


which begins as above.is the most tender,.t uch- 
Dg, ana confiding petition which 1s ever oferes to 
the supreme Being. It's universal in i's applica- 
tion, acd has been reperted by millions in tHe 
pa+t. is mow oreathed by host- of pure and 
cert children every night, and will be by countiess 
numbers in all ages come. 

+ have at « great exvense repr duced the cele- 
brates) Freneb er g emb dying the svirtt of 
th s praverof vorayers. he engr: represents 
beautifu: child kneeling r-vereutially, and pa- 
theticuily offer) g this tovuehing petiti n to its 
Maker Toe ungelic counten nee -f the 
stanos outin to relief ir the breht and shining 
light «f a very hants: mely curnished rowm. end 
the whole eff ct is strikingly sub! me ard »ttract- 
ive. The picture ts 18x20 in size, nn heavy white 
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ure t naiter yeurs a8 as -uvenir chidho 
and « parent's love—pri elees io velue and 
fregrant with orect us mem ries. 

e muy here mention that «ne «f the largest art 
deslers in New Y. rk offered t pay tir -valty on 
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celePrated auth rs, an able ug:icuitural depart- 
ment.all the news f the day, a checker ec: umn. 
puzz'e columo. and heme cs for the young, 
table esip, ch tce misce'lany. full market re- 
p ac.—S pages aud lumns in ail. 


Address 
MANAGER OF 
THE BOSTON WEEKLY GLOBE, 
236 & 23S ashingtoo St., B.ston, Mass. 
REVOLVER FREE. with Lox cartridges. Ad- 
ved st., Pittsburg 


dress J. Bown & SON, 16 & W 


= 
‘BIG PAY 
$2500 
| 
| | BOTTLE. 
| 
| 
M248, 250 & 252 Fulton St., Brooklyn, N.Y. Se 
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GENERAL BurT.er has broken his long 
silence at last.—{N. Y. Tribune. 

Now if he will kindly break his neck 
the newspapers will havea rest.—{Coney 
Island Palladium. 


PRESIDENT HAYeEs, on rising on Sun- 
day, put on his shirt wrong side out. 
This is regarded asa complete turn over 
to the Democracy.—{Washington Dis- 
patch. 


GETTING one day into a controversy 
with a neighbor, who had imbibed some 
liberal notions upon the subject of hell 
aud endless puni=hment, which had 
been received, evidently, with marked 
di-pleasure by Mr. Rufus Choate, his 
neighbor turned sharply upon him and 
said, **I don’t think. Mr. Choate, that 
you believe the doctrine of eternal 
damnation yourself.”” “Sir,” said Mr. 
(Choate, drawing his tall figure up to 
his full height, *‘ Whetber I believe in 
damnation or not, I have no doubt that 
the doctrine ought {to be preached.’— 
(Cleveland Herald. 


Tue “Chicago Post’ says that Dr. 
Strong has discovered a process by 
which subjects fer dissection may be 
kept through the summer. This is in- 
teresting vews and every family will 
want one. 


Mary—* There's such a rude gentle- 
man dining upstairs to-day.”’ Cook— 
“Why what d’ye mean’? He aint a 
bin’ saying nothing to you.” Mary— 
“No, bless yer; but missus was a talk- 
ing about the Akkademy, and if he 
didn’t tell her as he could see she 
painted! And so she do every night; 
but he needn't a said so afere people.” 


A POLITICIAN from the rural districts 
resolved to give a dinner to some of his 
party friends. In order to make sure 
that everything should be of the best 
quality, he went to market himself, and 
bought first a turtle. After taking 
great pains to select one of the finest 
specimens in the lot, and ordering it to 
be sent home, he said to the tradesman, 
by way of making it quite right, ‘ This 
is a right down genuine turtle, ain’t it?” 
Oh, certainly,’’ was the reply; ‘‘oneof 
the very best.’’ ‘ Because,’ added the 
politician, *‘although I ain’t been in the 
city long, I ain't to be humbugged; it 
won't do for you to try to put off any of 
your confounded mock turtles on to 


are a-climbin’ down low, 
sonny,’ remarked the old darkey. 
* Fust, I done come down ter two meals 
a day, den I comes down to one—mighty 
plain one at dat!—an’ now, bress my old 
hide, ef I don’t got ter scratch ‘round 
to git so much as one good squar’ 
luuchin’ a week!” 

“Hi! where did you get them trous- 
ers?” asked an Irishman of aman who 
happened to be passing with a pair of 
remarkably short trousers on. “I got 
them where they grew,’ was the 
indignant reply. “Then, be me con- 
science,” said Paddy, ‘‘you’ve pulled 
them a year too soonu!”’ 


Wury, Sarah,” said one dark-colored 

enchantress toa fashionable companion, 
“who giv yer de nice, charming bon- 
net?” “Ize bot it myself; lze gwine ter 
show des er white folks dat we niggers 
can wear jist as booful and jist as spen- 
sive hats as dey.’’ * But, Sarah, that’s 
a real flower garden, that hat is.” 
(Sarah, indignantly), ‘Go way, chile, 
how you talk; tink dis nigger have no 
taste; don’ you see dem colors blend? 
Ize in the fashion, I iz.” 

MvuTvaL JupGMENTs.—Scene: A Horse 
Fair.—Aristocrat.—*' Ya-as, he may be a 
jewel, a—but you want too much for 
him. He's got such an ugly head and 
legs.” Irish Dealer.—* An’ faith, sor, if 
the horrse cou'd only spake, he’d be 
afther saying as much iv yor honour.”— 
[Punch. 


SETTLING 1T.—Tax Collector— Now, 
look here! how many more times do 
you want me to call? Defaulter.—Not 


ever again, sir, if it’s the same to you.— 


(Judy. 


send to us ots., 


Private sno public Libraries can exchanze du- Folks? World, one 


plicates, and books noe longer wanted, tor any 
books w nted. an 8 page, 32 column 
Book buyers are offered the greatest tnduce- | monthly for young and old, and 50 fine mixed 


ments to ve found any wherein the United States, visiting cards in a nice card case. No amateur 
dats tide ibemearee in he Book Ex- | paper; established 3 years. P.O. stamps taken. 
Bouwks loaned to all parts of the United *tates. t Folks orid, 20 
Better accommodations tur general readers, even ncolu street, Boston, Mass. 
in smal! towns. than eff rdea by the ‘arwe libraries 


of the er atcities. Rutes «as low as three centsa . . 
cork—popelar new books five to fifteen cents a Patent Indelible Cancelling Ink, 
new Seeks cupped. Used exctusively by the New Verk City, 


AMERICAN BOOK FXCHANGE, Beston,. and ether lar 
on ge Post-OGicen. 
P.O. Box 4540. 55 Beckman St., N.Y. Adapted aoe use in Post-Offices, Bunks, and 


Churches, cchools Offices every cheructer, and oa be uses’ with 


steei, Wood or rubber stumps. 
INDIVIDUALS 


Price per ib. (by exoress), 75 cents. 
Circular sent op appiication. 

who are about to purchase an ORGAN or 

PIANO for use in the Church, the School, 


VAN DER LINDEN & CO., 
or the Home, should consult with the under- 


27 PARK PLACK,. NEW YVORK, 
signed before ordering. He has especial facil- 
ties for procuring the above of Best Makers 
and will sell at exceptionally low prices for 
cash. Every Instrument fully warranted. 


COMMUNION WARE in White Metal, 
or heavily plated with Silver, ut special dis- 
count to needy Churches. Address 


H. C. KINC, 
27 Park Place. New York. 


HOLIDAY GOODS. 


THE 


Meriden Britannia Co. 


UNION SQUARE: 
46 East Fourteenth Street, 


AND 


550 Broadway, New York, 


MANUFACTURING AND HAVE ON EXHIBITION A 
CHOICE SELECTION OF DESIRABLE ARTICLES 
ESPECIALLY APPROPRIATE FOR GIFTS. 


CENTENNIAL MEDALS AND DIPLOMAS 


AWARDED TO THIS COMPANY 
FOR 


“SUPERIOR” SILVER-PLATED WARE 


Extract from Centennial Judges’ Report: 
‘*Their LARGE VARIETY of Silver-Plated White Metal Hollow Ware 
is of EXCELLENT QUALITY AND FINisH, and of TASTEFUL DEsIGNs.” 


‘‘Their Silver-Plated Forks, Spoons, and Knives are of SUPERIOR 
QUALITY AND EXCELLENT FinisH. Their XII PLATING, or extra plating 


on exposed parts, DESERVES COMMENDATION,” 


USE 


And Milward’s Helix" Neeaies. 
“(In Patent Wrappers.) Sold Bvery where. 


ARE 


Extracts from American Institute Report: 

‘*The Porcelain-Lined, Double-Walled Ice-Pitchers are A 1, and possess 
ALL the qualities the Company claim.” 

‘* We consider the Goods made by this Company to be by far THE BEsT 
made in this country, and we believe in the World.” a 

First Premiums awarded at all fairs were exhibited, from World's 
Fair, (853, to American tnstitute Fairs, 1873, 1874, and 1875, 
inclusive, and at Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition, (876. 


the thing for the Baby! 


The Combined WALKING. HOCKING, 
RECLINING, avd Crib BABYV-CTIAIN 
One of the moet useful articles of Furniture 
ever i vented. A epi ndid H liday presen. 
~ Special terme now ¢ fer: dtu purchasers. For 
justrated Lirculara: d Price List. accreses 
ERi# CHAIR CO., Euig, Pa. 


Before Purchasing Paints or Roofing, send for Reduced Price List of 


W. JG N 


ASBESTOS MATERIALS. 
H. W. JOHNS MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


No. 87 MAIDEN LANE, NEW YORK. 

The m erte>sive rid of HOUSE PAINTS, F P F PA 
ROOF PAINT, ROOFING, STEAM PIPE an 
ing, Fire, Acid aad ater-proe! Coatings, Cements, Sheathings, &c. 

FOR USE. EASILY APPLIED BY ANY ONE. 

These articles «re -upestor in qusiity ano durabi'ity to others f r similiar purp: ses. avd are in 
use by theusapds of the must prominent Merchants, Manufacturers, Buliderr, and Har Road Com- 
panies in thiscruntry. Liberal induceme Genera: M rcha .ts, Desiers, and Large Coneumers. 

SKND FOR SAMPLES, ILLUSTRAIKD CaTALOGUBA, PR'CE LISTS, 4c. 


who will cut this out and 
50 


PRICES REOUCED. 
MASON & HAMLIN 


ORCAN Co. 


have the pleasure of announcing that recevt de- 
crease in cost of materia) and labor. and increase 
manufacturiog facilities, have enabied them to 
meke a reduction f theirCatal gue prices «f from 
$)0t -850on euch O gan. (See Price List dated 
November, 1877.) 

Urgane of their manufacture are acknowledged 
to stand at the head of irstruments of this cluss; 
having merited and rceived Highest Honors 
at all Weorld’s Exhibitions for ten years. 


NEW STYLES, NOW READY, 


surpass previous proc uctionsic musical excellence 
and beauty of cases. Sold fr cush.+r install- 
ment«; or rented until rent pays. lUlustrated 
Catalogues and Reduced Price Lists (Nuvember 
18.7), sent free. 


M4SON & HAMLIN ORGAN CO., 


164 Tremont St.. BUSTON; Unton Sq... NEW 
PORK ; Wabash Ave., CHICAGU, 


TO ADVERTISERS! 


do any newspaper a ivertssing, the THIRD EDITION of 


AYER & SON’S MANUAL 
FOR ADVERTISERS. 1% 8vo.pp. More complete 
than any which have preceded it. Gives the nam 

circulation, and advertising rates of several thousa 

vewspapers in the Unit States and Canada, and 
contains more information of value to an advertiser 
than cain be found in any other publication. All lists 
have been carefully revised, and where practicable 
prices have been reduc The special offers are 
numerous and unusually advantageous. Be sure to 
send for it before spending any money in newspaper 
advertising Address N. AYE) A 
ADVERTISING AGENTS, Times Building, Philadelphia. 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


To Sunday School Workers. 


During 1878, The Sunday School Times will 
contain, week by week, Critical Notes on the 
Old Testament Lessons, by Prof.C. H.Toy: on 
the New Testament Lessons, by Prof. A. C. 
Kendrick, Meditations on the lessons, by 
Prof. Austin Phelps. Illustrative Applica- 


tions by H.Clay Trumbull. A Lesson Frame- , 


work, giving the outline and connections, by 
the Rev. George A. Peltz. Notes for Primary 
Teachers, by Faith Latimer. Illustrations, 
by the Rev. W. W. Newton.. Eclectic Com- 
mentary, by the Rev. Dr. Willard M. Rice, and 
Blackboard Outlines, by skilled teachore. 

Mr. Charles F. Richardson, so well known 
for his literary work on The Independent, 
will give his constant attention to the columns 
of The Times. Mrs. Rose Terry Cooke will 
write a serial story, for the encouragement of 
Christian workers. All this, in addition to the 
other varied departments of the paper 


HOW TO CET IT, If you will send your 

dress and twenty-five cents, you will receive 
The Times every week for three months. This 
offer is only for newsubscribers. The regular 
prices are: From 1 to l4copies a year, $2.15 
each. From 15 to 29 copies a year, $1.90 
each. 30 copies and upwards, a year, $1.65 
each. Send seven cents for a specimen of 
the Scholars’ Quarterly. A handsomecolored 
map in each number ie 1878. Specimens of 
the Weekly Lesson Leaf sent free. Address, 


JOHN D, WATTLES, Publisher, ¢ 
610 Chestnut St., Philadelphia. 


WAAGIC LANTERNS AND STEREOP- 


U.T. ANTHIONY Brondway. N. ¥., 
epcosite Metr politan. Stereocecoves and Views, 
Graptcec pes, Chromes acd Fiames. Aldumea, 
Photogrephe of Celebrities, Phow graphic Trans- 
oerencies ‘onves hot ereohic Matertala 
Awaroesd firet premium «at Vienoa & Philadelphia 


Also for sale by PHILADELPHIA BRANCH, 406 Arch &t.; DownIs. TRaireR & Co.. Boston; M. M 
A. PARKER U Francisco. 


BUCK &@ Co., Bt. Lo & Co., New Orieans; THOMPSON & UPsON, San 


ADVERTISING RATES. 


Inside middle page......... 0; 
100 


Agate measure, fourteen iines to the toch. 


DISCUUNTS ON REPEATED CONSECUTIVE 
INSERTIONS: 

Five -er ct. on Two; Ten per ct on Four; Fifteen 
pei ct. on Kight; Twenty per ct. on Thirteen; 
Twents five per ct on Twenty-six and upwards. 
Bilis payable munthiy. 

All aivertisemeots sent by parties not known to 
the Publisber must be acc’: mpanied by the money. 
Advertisements fur Lnside must be handed 
in on or before Wednesday, und fir Outside Pages 
on or before Jaturday, previous to date of issue. 
Address 
HORATIO C. KING, Pablisher, 
27 Park Place, New York. 


SUBSCRIPTION PRICE. 


The subscription price is $3.0. To Clergymen, 
$2.8), postage prepaid in the Uaited States and 


Canaca. 
SINGLE CoPpres, § CENTS. 
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(= WEBSTER’S UNABRIDCED and the CHRISTIAN UNION three years to one subscriber or one year to three 
subscribers for Twelve Dollars, the price of the Dictionary alone. See the Christian Union Offer on page I 1. 


7 EBSTER ¢s the Great National Standard, and the editions in which he is presented are numerous and varied enough to supply every 
requisite a Dictionary may be asked to fulfill.”’—TuHe New YorK INDEPENDENT. 


DICTIONARY 


HE ACKNOWLEDGED STANDARD for the English Language, as is evidenced by the 


testimony of representative British and American Scholars and Writers. 


is more than twenty times as large as that of any other Dictionary. 


“ The authority in the Government Printing office at Washington is Webster.” 

“ Webster's Dictionary is still the standard at the Military Academy at West Point.” 

“The book has become indispensable to every student of the English language. The 
courts look to it as of the highest authority in all questions of definition.” 


Waite, U.S. Supreme Court, 


Warmly recommended by BANCROFT, Motiry, Geo. P. Marsu, 
LECK, WHITTIER, WILLIS, SAXE, ELinu Burrity, DANIEL Wesstrer, Rufus Cuoate, H. 


Its sale in this country 


COLERIDGE, SMART, HORACE MANN, Presidents WAYLAND, HopkKINs, 
WALKER, ANDERSON—more than Fifty College Presidents in all. 

The London Quarterly Rev few, the most eminent of English periodicals, said 
—Chief Justice ina late article on English Dictionaries : 


“ Webster's Ivictionary was published in 1828, 


and, of course, appe ared at once in E ngland, where successive re-editing Aas as yet kept it 


HAL- in the highest place as a practical Dictionary. AS IT STANDS IT IS CERTAINLY THE BEST 
PRACTICAL DICTIONARY EXTANT. 


FACTS AND FIGURES. 


We have sald that the sale of Webater la n« 20 to 1 in comparison with the sale of any other Dictionary, which, if true, in the beat possible proot of _ standard character 
and universal popularity gs werk. In cenfirmation of the tact, please notice the statement« below of THE LEADING BOUKSELLERS OF THE U.= 


Faliadelphia. Fi Pa., “ Feb. » think 
thit we se 5 of Worcester t« 
every Webater.”-—J. B. LIPPLNSCOTT & CO. 
Baltimore, Md., “feb. 4, 1874.—Our relative 
shies of Webster's Wuorcester’s cupy W re 
tee is 25 tolin favor f | pe, 
re te Scho! Dicti ineries probably to 
J Ww ‘BOND & CO. 
Chicago, Ill., Keb 5, 1874 —We ell *bousands 
of Webster ant Salts, ano perhepsa we dozen o 
w. reest«r.”” JANSEN, MCCLURYw & CO 


una Unabridged. 
W -rcester’« nae about 2 smalier.”—WI! 
“ON, HINKLE & ¢ 

Cc leveland, Fev. 16, 1874.—In 1873 200 Web- | 
f Witcester’s Quart... «f ho at 


Mich., 
We orter.”— KiCHMOND & BACKUS 


Pittsburg, Pa., * Feb. 17. 1876 
at-rinthe et re eines las: editi-n 
uarto Weber wus issued. 
DAS 'N. 


Louisville, Ky., “Jan. 2, 1874.—Should say 
Our S@ies ure a beast Mot Webster tu lof Worces- | W- 
ter.” -SHERKILL, SUN & 


Richmond, Va.,° Jan 874.—Neot more than | & 
Cincinnati, wre’ 1%. 1874 —We sold last | ter in 
year ity. «tes ot Wenster’s Small Di tionaries | «Diy Webster's Worcester's Pri- | ty Yeur not mere than 5 Worcester’s Un. | 
In the same time we solu mary.”"—STAKKE & KYLANI uroester’s 


Reston, Mase., M4, to ore in 
r Wewster 


Nashville, Tenn., 
40 are. say. for 


Feb. 6, (874.—We 


Haveneverhed | aniy.” NTER & WARK 


Nu cuil for it Wevste lof 


FPOUGAKTIE 


ueter's Sch 
Wereester’ *are to |. 


Many more«t Web-ter, Pr b- 


ubriugaed perhaps « 


und 
both Lmaberdued and School | w BCKKE & 


Charleston, “Feb. 


*Jan., ry sales of | 

« 

Of the ea er Dict names we seti 100 to | pr. b- have in length of but | Wor- 
ExT & CO. 


Savannah, Ga., Jan. %. 1874-The sales of | 
| Deete aries as comoared with | 
Wepr ba’ Web 
ster’s Un Dri wei to tof Worceste:'s 


Macon, Ga.,” Feb. 2. 1874.—We have sold during | Woreester’s 
Troy. 

zeo Scho | Diectionwartes | Webster.” 


We tster’s Un ‘abridged we have sora near y 
ver Schur Dicti | 


Montgomery, Jan. 24, 1871.—I sell of 


1874. We sell 12 | 
any vther | it when we sav we Webster to | Wour- 


Wie. “Feb. 1874.—Have sold 


Worcester’s | sine- Jan Webster's Urabridged. We 


cest+r’s Unubridsed.”-—W 

Worcester, Mass., Feb. \874.—We under- 
cester & PUTNAM, 


t mes ae many Webster's editi.p asof 
” BALL KY & NOVE 


M 
.H. YOUNG & BLAKE. 


Buffalo, N.Y.," —120 Webster, not 
| tof H O 


narles Webser to of W. New York, N.Y.,” Feb 14, 84. to} 4 Rechester, N.¥.—" Have 1 Worcerter's 
INGHAM, “LARK vor of Webster.” — MASON, BAKER & | Seb ty Wot te lor Heth nary | uring 187%, and nearly Web- 
Indianapolis, Ind., Feb. 15, 1874.—Our sales PRAT ce ters.” JOEL HITE. | ster.’—strELb & AVERY 
of Webst-r'+ Quarts Dictionary ore ab ut in or: Sc. Louis, Mo., “Jan. 73, 1874.- Our sales of Mobile, Ala., “ teb. 16, 1874.—I sell 1% of Web- Newar k, N.J., Feb. 2, Web- 
portion of eomeato of any other ki d. whi'e | Diet nurtes the past year have been in Ster’s -cu » | Die tomparies toi. re, ster’s, Of | ster’s Qu rt tnetionary ure 75 per 
of the ama'ier nes we 500 coptes to 1.""— p of 1L00 Webeter to l2 of Wurcesner.” the Unabriuged .0 Weoster to lu: Worcester’s.”— | annum; W reester’s Quarts wut mvure thun two 
LOWEN STBWART & ¢ ENNIS. T. of three.”—-MARIIN KR. 


*,* We have a large amount of similar testimony from smaller places, and in almost every case in the cities above mentioned cther booksellers than those named have expressed 


themselves similarly. 


NOTHER THING. 


IT MAY BE HERE MENTIONED THAT SINCE THE DATE OF THESE LETTERS THE SALES BOTH OF THE QUARTO AND THE ABRIDGMENTS HAVE LARGELY INCREASED. 


The unrivaled popularity of Wersrer is also shown in the fact that the leading papers of 


the United States (with one exception, and it gives us great pleasure to be able to state that this exception is not based upon any want of 


appreciation of WEBSTER, as will be seen by reference to the testimonial at the head of this advertisement) seek it as a premium for clubs. 


This is a 


most appropriate illustration, because another Dictionary which claims to compete with Webster can be had for this purpose at a very much less price. 


Why WEBSTER is Rightfully the Standard. 


It is righttully the Standard for the tenson that It rnoks ol! others in the fullness of lus DEFINITIONS and KT YMOLUOGIES, in the p:inciples of PRONUNCIATION, 
and because where usage allows twe forme of SPELLING Webster gives both. 


Definition. 


Far more frequently than for any other purpos*, a Dic- 
tionary is consulted for DEFINITION, or to learn tre true sig- 
nifcation and the different shades of meaning of a word. 
W ito a remarkable natural endowment for expressing clearly 


in language bis own thought, and atill further qualified by | 


long-coptinued and profound etymological research, and by 
practice, Dr. Webster stands confessedly pre-eminent, in 
both hemispheres, in this most important department of En- 
glish Lexicograpby. 

“So fur as 1 kouw. there is an unanimity of opinion that Dr. Web. 
ster’s the BEST De FINING DICTIONARY IN THE ENGLISH 


LAS GUAGE.’ —HUKACE Bash, late WMresident of Antweh Cunege, 
Secretary Muss. State Bd. Education, 


“Tue Defiaitions are given by precise and full description. and 


not by a k.ove Hectl of terms mure oF less us. 
revowmens it t. al who desire to possess the MOST CuUMPLETE, 
ACCURBAT® AND RELIABLE DICTIO\AKY OF THE LaNGUAGE.”— 
Preetdent WUULSEY, :ate of Yare College, and others. 


* Every s bolur knows the value of « work which, in addition to 
its etymulogical jeurning., bas dune so much eb aree our ac- 


Etymology. 


| “That branch of philological science which treats of the | 
| history of words and grammatical formas, tracing out their 


origin. primitive significations, and changes of form and 
meaning,” self-evidently lies at the foundation of ali correct 
English Lexicograpby; and that Dictionary must be the best 


_ which is the most accurate and thorough in this department. 


and D flnition. 


qua: otance with the voc.oulary, b th by the number of :ts 


woros ard the accuracy ana extent of its defnttiwns.’ —Hon. We. H. 
PRESCOTT, (he His orwn 


“I bave been tn the bab'e of using Dr. Webdster’s Dictionary for 
severul yeurs past, preference ul! others, because far ex els 
them w,ia giving and sctentific terms.’ 
President UITCHCOCK, late of amherat VColl-ge 


“The Definitions of thia book sre ao sccurate end fair wherever 


Cath Ne woros.are to be fined, respectful:y suggestitehoald 


be favorite with Cathuiles.'—B. B. PURCKLL, Arcabuhov, Cin- 


cinnatt. 

NO OTHER DICTIONARY has such a weight of authority, 
or is cited so frequently in Legislatures, Courts of Justice, or 
in determining the meaning of contracts, as Weoster. 

“Lhave looke!,so that I might net go wrong, at Webster's Dio- 
tionary, a work of the grenutest learnin research aod ability.”’— 
LouD JUSTICE OF EAGLAND, 1 

“The Courts okt: itas of the highest authority in 
of deflantivon.”"—CHLEF JUSTICE WAITE, U. 5. Supreme Court 

* It hae received the highest c +m pendéations in the Courts of ¥n- 
giaud and its» vefloitions have been uriversally followed the 
Courts of this country.”—ALBANY LAW JOURNAL, July, 10, 187 


More than 30,000 copies have been placed in the Public Schools of the United States. 
Recommended by 34 State Superintendents of Schools, and more than 50 College Presidents. 
More than tea millions of volumes of School Books are annually published in the United States, 


“{t was my happy fortune to be « m-mber of the family of Dr. 
C. A. F. Mabon in Bertin, while be was in oOreparing the 
etwmo ogte | workin the revise edition. onsider Webster's Dic- 
tonury the best lex c graphic. auth rity extant in that depa t 
ment of our langu: EDWARD 8S. JOYNES, 
Uvntvera ty, Nashvilic, 


‘In the tast Weveter is included the best boty of brief 


Engiieh logy, by Dra. of Herlin that has ever been put to 
ther th: roughly aou cuodsistently schularike.’ —N. A. KEVIEW, 


“WwW all others inp the depertments of Etymoloty 


bet Dictionary that «it ver Eng ind vr America can boast.’’—NAT. QU. 
EW. 


Orthography. 


That what is known as Dr. Webster's system of Orthogra- 
phy, as now presenred in his works. is generally accepted as 
the standard of usage in the United States, is shown by es 
following facts: 

(a) By definite statements, over their own signatures, obtained 
fr between une ano two hunored prominent buokseliers ali vver 
the country, in 18 itappewrs that the sales .f W-bster’s 
tioranmes were as 2 to | of those .f any . ther English lexitcog- 
rapher, and this provertion 's believed yet to c -otinue. 

More than ten mi ‘io, of c of schoo! books are annually 
publ shed in the United States adupting Webster as their general 
autnuority. 

vc) The pert dical and misceliane us issues of the American press 
are iv the sume olrection 

More han A/sty f Webster's Spotter have been sold in 


_ this country, ano it has yet a regulur deman 


it fu llows, therefore, in our opinion that if ta the | 


‘In "te ne@wand trustworthy Efymol gives * * * the work isone | 


= ch none who read or wrife can henceforward afford to dispense 
h.”"—ATLANTIC MONTHLY. 
In Etymology it surpasses any BANCHOFT. 


Pronunciation. 


' That this condition of things WILL CONTINUE seems evi- 
dent: 

(a) From the intrinsic reusenableness of the system; ¢.g.. the 
Freneh words chambre, nformity with their English 
pr pune ati bave become chamber, cider, «nter. Shall the few re. 
maining Words of the class ntinue the anomaly the 
vid. tie. the Freneh, orthography? hy speil metre, a Meusurr, 


with tre, but diameter. Meusure t 


(b) As Pr fess r Govudrich has well “ The tendencies of our 


language (in Orthography) are to greater simplicity and broadc«r 


 toul gies, 
| but the demand, as indicated 


President Porter. of Yale College, the editor of the last | 
edition of the Unabridged, says of * Principles uf Pronun- | 


ciation, originally prepared by Professor Goodrich, and elab- 
orated by Mr. Wheeler, with suggestions from able scholars.” 


| that “‘a more thoroughly practical and satisfactory treatment 


found in the language.” 
carefully elaborated, in their application to each individual 


word, have also had taken into account, as the final law, the | 


best usage of both hemispheres, the result of wide observation, | 


correspondence, and a comparison with the labors of leading 
current English Lericographers. The claim of Webster as 
bigh authority in this respect the public have fully recog- 
nized. 


AS AN EDUCATOR. 


tienary than 


ofthe former pudbsishers of another Dictioner 


and this tencency ts in nu wise itkely to ve reverseo, 
y ouble gatherings of learned men 
for this very object, and tn both hemispheres, is fur further } rog- 
ress io (the same dire: tren. 

lc should be added, that where present good usage sanctions tw 
forms: f spel ina the same word, We bstec’s Dictl .aries now give 
preferred one tirst. Tne sume is applied in pro. un- 


‘IN ‘OTHER POINTS, as ite Vecabetery Pronunciation, 
Synenyms, Pictorial [llustrat ions, les, etc., Webster 


il us superior to ali uthers. 
of the subject. the editor confidently believes, cannot be | 


The principls thus thoroughly and | 


The Unabridged has 4 pages of Colored Plates, 3,000 
illustrations, 1,840 pages; and 10,000 Wordsand Mean- 
ing’ NOT FOUND IN OTBER DICTIONARIES. It contains ONE- 
FIFTH more matter than any other, the smaller type giving 
much more ona page. Also, nearly THREE TIMES the number 
of Illustrationa. 


house in the country, so far as we are aware, has ever publicly recognized pas other Dic- 
Webster as lis standard ot orthography, with the single 


exception 
while in kiy mology. Definitions, Illustrations, &c., We 


ecognizing Webster as their general standard of orthography, while not a single school book publishing ster stands unrivaled and alone, and is ochacwlotanl by all as the Stundard. 


WEBSTER’S DICTIONARIES. 


Querte Ue bridaed Dictionary,—3.000 over 114,000 Words in its Vocabularies. | High School Dictionary, I!!ustrations. 
nares. mmeon =cheel Dictlenary.—774 lustrations. 


rdeand aoings tn otner D 
eictortal ustrete ‘4. 
‘eounvting tiew 
cademic Dictionary.—os sbeep. 


Correspondence relating to Webster’s Dictionaries will receive prompt atiention. 
Abridgments when desired tor introduction to Schools, 


IVISON, BLAKEMAN, TAYLOR & CO., | 
New York and Chicago. 


and Family Dictienary.—Crown Svo. Illustrated. Sheep. 


Pocket Dicttunar 
Army and Navy 


Address the Publishers, 


Various 


rimat Bie tlenary —204 llustrati 
ictienr bindings. 


Favorable terms will be given on the 


G. & C. MERRIAM, 


Springfield, Mass. 
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